
Bewdley River and Rail Circular Trail: Fact File

Start/Finish: Bewdley Severn Valley Railway Station.
G.R. SO.791753 OS Explorer Map. 218 ‘Wyre Forest and
Kidderminster’.

Length: 4 or 8 miles. Walk 4 miles on the west side of the
River Severn then return to Bewdley via the Severn Valley
Railway from Upper Arley Train Station (Charges apply.
Please check with SVR for times and prices) or return to
Bewdley using the path on the east side of the river.

Parking: Parking is available at Bewdley Railway Station.
(Parking charges apply).

Gates and stiles: 9 pedestrian gates, 8 kissing gates, no
stiles. 

Terrain: Some urban walking, majority narrow riverside
path, some woodland walking, one steep section.
Three steps on 8 mile route.

Waymarking: Simply follow the ‘Steam train on
bridge’ logo and directional arrows and you
won’t get lost.

&The Countryside Code
Safe Walking

Be safe - plan ahead and follow any signs.

Leave gates and property 
as you find them.

Protect plants and animals, 
and take your litter home.

Keep dogs under close control.

Consider other people.

Keep children away from the water’s edge.

Always wear suitable clothing.

Please ensure you park considerately.

or visit: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/transport

For information about the best
public transport options for you
please call:

Traveline Tel.  0871 200 22 33

NATIONAL RAIL ENQUIRIES
Tel. 08457 484950

Bewdley, River and Rail
Out & About

Worcestershire County Council Countryside Service

Find out more online at: 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/countryside

A 4 (or 8) mile
Circular
Waymarked
Trail

The nearest Tourist Information Centre is:
Load Street, Bewdley DY12 2AE

Telephone 01299 404740

E-mail: bewdleytic@wyreforestdc.gov.uk

Web: www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/tourism

Wyre, Forest of Discovery
Wyre Forest is one of the largest ancient oak
woodlands in England and a haven for wildlife. 
Car park, cafe and much more.
www.forestry.gov.uk

Walking 
for Health
Just 30 minutes a day of 
brisk walking, on a regular 
basis, can have a positive 
effect on your health and 
quality of life. 
web: www.wfh.naturalengland.org.uk
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Public Transport Information

Arley Arboretum and Gardens
Arley Arboretum is one of the oldest Arboretums 
in Great Britain. Tucked away in the beautiful
countryside of the Worcestershire and Shropshire
borders near Bewdley, it boasts more than 300
species of trees in formal and informal plantings and
gardens. Tel. 01299 861368 www.arley-arboretum.org.uk

Severn Valley Railway
This 16 mile, full size steam railway line links
Kidderminster in Worcestershire to Bridgenorth 
in Shropshire.  Meandering along the route of 
the River Severn, visitors to this railway line
experience a unique outlook of the Wyre
landscape. Tel. 01299 403816  www.svr.co.uk

This document can be made available in other languages 
and alternative formats (large print, audio tape, computer 
disk and Braille) on request from the Worcestershire Hub 
on telephone number 01905 765765 or by e mailing 
worcestershirehub@worcestershire.gov.uk

Bewdley
Three miles west of Kidderminster lies Bewdley, a
beautiful small Georgian town built on the banks
of the River Severn. Bewdley is a popular tourist
destination with something to offer everyone. 
For more detail on what’s on in Bewdley contact
Bewdley Tourist Information Office 

Tel. 01299 404740.
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10. Turn right when you leave the bridge and follow the Steam Train logo along the riverside path for
500m until you reach Worrall’s Grove and a small footbridge.

11. Cross the bridge and follow the Steam Train logo, keeping the river on your right hand side. 
You are now entering Eymore Wood, an ancient woodland and another site of special scientific
interest. Continue for 250m until you reach Victoria Bridge.

12. Pass under Victoria Bridge and continue until you leave Eymore Wood in 250m.

13. Pass through the pedestrian gate and enter the Trimpley Reservoir site. The reservoirs were built in
1968 as an emergency support to the Elan Valley Pipeline that supplies water to Birmingham. Follow
the Steam Train logo for approximately half a mile.

The Bewdley River and Rail Circular Trail gives you the
opportunity to explore the Severn Valley by following the
route of the River Severn four miles upstream from Bewdley to
the hidden gem that is Upper Arley village. The return leg offers
the opportunity to return to Bewdley; either under your own steam by
walking back along the opposite bank of the river or by steam power
utilising the historic Severn Valley Railway. (Charges apply, please check
with SVR for times and prices.)  Whichever route you choose you can be
sure that experiencing the splendour of the Georgian town of Bewdley,
the meandering of Britain’s longest river and the breathtaking steep-sided
woodland valley will leave you pleasantly surprised with the beauty that
Worcestershire has to offer.

1. Start at the notice board sited at the end of the cafe, turn around and head
past the brick building and down the slope.  From here follow the signpost
directing you down Station Road.  When you arrive at the junction with
Stourport Road, carefully cross the road and bear right towards Bewdley
town.

2. After approximately 400m, cross the river bridge, keeping on the left 
hand pavement.  Follow the pavement onto Severn Side South and use the
pedestrian access to go under the bridge to Severn Side North.  Continue to
Dog Lane car park.

3. The signpost indicates the direction of a number of routes. Follow the
Steam Train logo alongside the river for approximately 600m, through the
parkland until you come to a metal kissing gate.

4. In less than 500m you will pass over a small footbridge that spans the
tranquil Dowles Brook where it meets the River Severn and on to the now
derelict piers that once carried the Tenbury and Bewdley Railway over the
River Severn.  

5. In 11⁄2 miles you will enter Seckley Wood. Seckley Wood is a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and offers you the opportunity to cool down on a
hot day. Continue through the woodland for approximately ½ mile.

6. Upper Arley is now less than 1 mile away. On your journey to Upper Arley you will pass under the
impressive Victoria Bridge, cast and constructed by the Coalbrookdale Company in 1861 to carry the
Severn Valley Railway from Hartlebury near Droitwich to Shrewsbury a distance of 40 miles.

7. As you pass under the pedestrian bridge that spans the River Severn, turn left and walk up 
the hill to Arley train station.

8. You now have the opportunity to use the Severn Valley Railway to return to Bewdley or continue
on foot, using the waymarked route on the opposite side of the river. However you decide to return
it is worth spending some time in Upper Arley, taking in the charm of this historic riverside village.

9. If you choose to walk back, head back down the hill and cross the River Severn.

14. From here continue south along the side of the river, leaving the
Trimpley Reservoir site. In 500m you will come to a gate. It is worth
taking the opportunity to study the Elan Valley pipeline as it crosses
the river at this location.

15. You now have just over ½ mile of quiet lane walking. Please take
care of traffic. Look out for a signpost with the Steam Train logo on
your right hand side.

16. Follow the route off the lane for approximately 1 mile and continue
through a number of gates and parkland until you come out by
Bewdley Rowing Club on Riverside North.

17. Continue on this road until you come to the public footpath sign
and the Steam Train logo and waymark sending you under the road
bridge and into the small area of river frontage parkland.

18. From here, retrace your steps to Bewdley Severn Valley Railway train
station. 
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