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                     MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 1 September 2025 
 
Present:      Cllr R Munday (RM, Chair), Cllr S Cotterill (SC), Cllr H Liechti (HL),  

Cllr R Earp (RC), Cllr Isobel Bradley (IB), HCC Cllr Chris Donnelly,  
Michelle Penn – Community Engagement Officer TVBC 

             
In attendance:  Ms W Turkington, Clerk   
     Members of the public 
 
1.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence had been received from TVBC Cllr Phil Lashbrook 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. All Parish Councillors present confirmed that no 
changes were required to the Register of Interest forms. 
 

3. Public Participation 
Various questions were addressed in these Minutes under relevant headings 
 

4. Minutes - Resolved.  
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 7 July 2025 were confirmed as a correct 
record. Proposed Cllr RE, seconded by Cllr HL. All in favour. 
 

Matters arising from the Action List on the Minutes of 7 July 2025.  These are dealt with 
in the relevant sections below. 
 

5. Councillors Reports 
 

5.1 Flooding and Biodiversity.  
Cllr HL noted the hot, dry summer and that the hosepipe ban imposed by Southern Water 
was still in place.  There had been recent high levels of rain, however, the flood risk was 
currently low.  There were still areas of the bank along the village stream that needed cutting 
back and it was agreed to undertake it on Saturday, 6 September from 10.00am, weather 
permitting.  Cllr RM offered to assist. Cllr HL would seek more volunteers.  
 

5.2.  Roads and Footpaths; Speed Awareness 
Cllr RE reported that the manhole covers had been replaced at the Eastern end of Village 
Street. The hedge at Halcyon Drive had been cut back and the mirrors were now visible 
again.  The waste vegetation on the end of Lovell Close had been partially cleared and he 
would speak to the resident whose responsibility it was to arrange for all its removal. The 
road surface on Stanbury Road is very uneven and safety hazard and he would write 
formally to HCC Cllr Donnelly.   
 

Cllr RE had already contacted HCC Cllr Donnelly about damage to the road by the Village 
Green.  It was noted that this is also a safety issue and that various cones placed on the 
road had been damaged. 
 

HCC Cllr Donnelly, present at the meeting, advised he would speak to Hampshire Highways 
about the above issues. 
 

Speed Awareness 
Cllr RE and Cllr SC were liaising about the speed gun for use by the Community Speed 
Watch group.  The number of HGVs now driving through the village and using Stanbury 
Close for turning had been noted previously and Cllr RE was liaising with HCC Cllr Donnelly 
about obtaining signs stating ‘Not suitable for HGVs’. 
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5.3 Green Spaces 
 

Village Green 
Cllr SC thanked Cllr WO for spray painting lines to highlight the section of uneven path up to 
the telephone box.  Cllr SC was still pursuing HCC about the ownership of the small green 
by the sub-station in Lambourne Close.   
   It was noted that a planning application had been withdrawn to cut back the trees along 
the Village Green that overhang Village Street.   Cllr SC will contact the TVBC Tree Officer. 
Michelle Penn, Community Engagement Office, offered to assist with the above. 
   Cllr SC and the Clerk had inspected the Village Green and additional safety signs had now 
been placed along the edge of the green where it meets the stream bank. 
 

5.4 Play Area  
Cllr WO reported that a seesaw had been installed in the play area without the Parish 
Council’s knowledge.  This could pose safety concerns and the Three Villages Sports Field 
Trust (SFT), which organised the above, has been asked to remove it.  Cllr RM had 
contacted SFT and asked if they would take over management of the play area, but they 
refused this request at the time of this meeting. 
   Cllr WO noted that there is still work to do on the surface of the play area, to put down 
topsoil and safety matting to cover the concreted area, and he would contact a local 
contractor. 
 

5.5 Clerks Report 
In respect of the BT telephone box, the Clerk had contacted several companies to obtain 
quotes for replacing the door. It had had many temporary repairs but needed replacing.  It 
was noted that the telephone box is listed under English Heritage, and the Clerk is also in 
contact with the above in respect of any permission required to undertake work. 
   The Clerk had held a meeting with the Lengthsman to go through the work he is contracted 
to undertake and had provided a report to the Chair. The Clerk had set up a monthly meeting 
with the Lengthsman to go through any issues and for him to confirm work to be undertaken. 
The contract for maintaining certain areas in the village concludes in March next year and 
Cllr RM asked the Clerk to confirm to the Lengthsman it would go out to tender. 
   In liaison with Cllr SC, the Clerk had also contacted a tree surgeon so that several quotes 
for tree work could be reviewed and agreed, once the TVBC Tree Officer had inspected the 
various trees that required cutting back and approval received (hopefully). 
   A new noticeboard on Stanbury Road (on the side of the bus shelter) had been approved 
by the Council and the Clerk had ordered a larger one to replace the current, wooden 
noticeboard which is beyond repair. 
 

5.6. County and Borough Councillors’ Reports 
TVBC Cllr P Lashbrook had sent his apologies. Michelle Penn, Community Engagement 
Officer, advised that she covers 15 parishes, including Thruxton and offered to be a conduit 
to other contacts in TVBC. Ms Penn is in regular contact via email with parish clerks. 
   HCC Cllr C Donnelly gave a brief update on Hampshire Local Government Reorganisation 
(LGR), which he reported must be put in place by next year, and submissions must be sent 
to the government by 27 September this year. At the moment, he advised that while TVBC 
does not have a five-year land supply designated to meet government targets, developers 
are free to submit proposals on non-designated land with a general presumption in favour of 
consent in principle.  He reported on LGR, that TVBC want to merge with Winchester and 
the New Forest, however, HCC want TVBC to merge with Eastleigh and Southampton, and 
the concern is that both these councils are heavily in debt.  
 

It was noted that Thruxton Parish Council is finalising a response to the TVBC Local Plan 
2042, and residents have also submitted their responses, which TVBC advised they must 
receive by 5 September 2025. 
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  Members or the public raised concerns, which included questions about the costs of the 
proposed reorganisation of councils imposed by the government, and which appear to have 
not been challenged by HCC. A question was asked why elected representatives have not 
pushed back against the government proposals. 
   HCC Cllr Donnelly advised that HCC had made representations to the government, but the 
response received had been that if the government’s plan was not accepted, ‘local councils 
would be demolished’.  He also advised that any local Neighbourhood Plans can be 
overridden. 
   A member of the public asked about the possibility of TVBC being combined with 
Winchester, the New Forest and East Hampshire as broadly rural areas having commonality, 
rather than Southampton and Easteigh, which are mainly urban. HCC Cllr Donnelly advised 
that TVBC’s current submission is not formal at this point and might be amended. 
   Cllr RM confirmed that he had submitted comments on the reorganisation proposals 
stating the lack of democracy with elections postponed for years.  The preference was stated 
to be combined with other rural councils as above. 
   Cllr WO noted that some constraints had been identified in the TVBC Local Plan 2042 but 
that these were not adequate.   
 

6. Planning 
 

(i) Planning Applications  
 
25/01746/TREEN Flint House, Village St.  Application to fell an Ash tree. This was supported 
by the Parish Council 
 

 25/01734/FULLN Hamble House, Village St. Replacement of fence with garden wall and 
railings.  Cllr WO advised this would be a material change to the appearance of the 
boundary and although it would be for TVBC to decide, the Parish Council was concerned 
that it did not comply with the village design statement.  Cllr WO to follow up by 5 
September. 
  A member of the public was concerned that if the Parish Council objected to the above, it 
could raise other concerns for any future, similar applications that might be appropriate. 
 

25/00673/FULLN Thruxton Airport.  Redevelopment of existing two storey Arrivals building 
Jackaroo Restaurant.  Cllr RM advised he would be meeting Alex Thistlethwayte, owner of 
Thruxton Circuit and Aerodrome, in the following week and would discuss the above. 
 

25/01891/CMAN Western Air Ltd. Variance of condition of planning permission 
22/00851/CMAN to extend recycling operations to 30 November 2027.  The Parish Council 
noted no objections. 
 

25/0889/TREEN  ‘Ninepins’, St John’s Lane, Thruxton.  To reduce Silver Birch and Copper 
Beech trees.  The Parish Council noted no objections. 
 

(ii) Planning Decisions 
 

25/01009/FULLN Unit 4, Thruxton Airport, change of use.  Planning permission granted. 
 

25/01733/TREEN  Withdrawn. The application was to reduce height of two Sycamore trees 
and one Ash tree.  Cllr SC would be in contact with the TVBC Tree Officer to find out further 
details. 
 

  24/02778/PDMAN  Cllr RM noted that Thruxton Down House had applied for change of use 
and that this had been approved subject to conditions set by TVBC Planning Department.  
The property is currently under offer.   
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24/01880/FULLN Thruxton Down Farm.  It was also noted that there was no news from 
TVBC, although Highways had changed position and now has no objection to the proposed 
entrance in the middle of a very dangerous ‘S’ bend. 
 
(iii) Public Consultation launch – Test Valley’s draft Local Plan 2042, Revised 

Regulation 18 
 

Cllr RM advised that a letter had been prepared with assistance from Parish Planning 

Forum in response to the above proposed housing developments, which had been 

approved by Thruxton Parish Council. Cllr RM advised he had shared information with 

the Chairs of other local parish councils, and all recognized a need to work more closely 

together. 

   Cllr WO advised he had attended a meeting with members of the TVBC Planning 

Department on 6 August 2025 in respect of proposed housing and the Regulation 18 

draft. He had asked about compulsory purchase orders on the various land sites, and it 

was clear to him that the intention is political, not to use this route to support social 

housing provision. He had also raised the issue that the town of Stockbridge had only 

been targeted with 100 new houses, whereas Thruxton had a proposed 80 new houses. 

 
(iv) Housing Needs Survey. 

Cllr RM advised he is still waiting to receive a copy of their survey. 
 

Thruxton Planning Forum Group     
The members of the above were putting together a Terms of Reference document, and 
this would be submitted to the next meeting of the Parish Council, to include them 
formally as a sub-committee. Details about the above were given in the Minutes to the 
Parish Council meeting held on 7 July 2025. 

 
A342 Working Group 
All local parishes are represented, with Andover Town and Ludgershall to be invited to join 
the group. Cllr WO advised that the role of the Group is to consider the implications of any 
proposed developments in relation to the A342 and all roads that feed to and from it.  The 
initial task is to look at current roads constraints to give a baseline of the current position 
before considering the further impact of the 2042 Plan proposals. The Group will put forward 
a response to TVBC as a formal consultee.  
 
Members of the public raised the following concerns: 

- There was a perceived need to collate the speed and volume of traffic through the 
villages.  Cllr WO advised that the group are working on this aspect, and he would 
report on this when data collected.  

- Much wider data was needed about the impact of developments. 
 
7. Finance 
 

i) The Parish Council noted and agreed the Lloyds bank balance and United Trust 
Reserve account balance at 26/08/2025 were correct 
The Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been received and had been published on 
23 August on the parish website and notice boards as required. 
 

ii) Reinvestment and allocation of reserved funds  
 
Cllr RM advised that a grant application had been received from Thruxton 
Memorial Hall, and this had been approved in the sum of £5000 
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Entrance gate to Village Green  
The Chair of the Jubilee Goup is expected to give guidance about what they 
wanted for a design of the proposed new entrance gate so that this project could 
agreed and costed.  Cllr RM advised he had contacted the Chair of the above 
and was waiting for a response. 
 

Other potential projects 
Cllr RE referred councillors to a list of potential projects, including providing a 
new shed for the storage of equipment, as it is currently being kept in a barn on 
the property of the owners of Thruxton Manor.  Another possible project would be 
to provide a water tap on the green and a power supply. 
Fete – projects for funding 
Cllr RM would put a notice in the newsletter requesting suggestions for suitable 
projects.  It was noted that volunteers were needed to assist with the fete in 2026 
as some members of the fete committee were standing down.  
Cllr SC suggested an event could be held in the Memorial Hall, e.g. a Harvest 
Festival or Christmas drinks.  Cllr RM asked his fellow Parish Councillors would 
consider taking on the above. Cllr HL to take forward. 
Michelle Penn, Community Engagement Officer, kindly offered to help promote 
and distribute information about parish projects.   A member of the public advised 
that there are some 248 households in Thruxton. 

   

iii) Payments and online transactions were approved, as listed in the Agenda 
 

Separately, Michelle Penn, Community Engagement Officer, advised there were funds 
available from TVBC for community projects and would provide more information to the 
council.  Cllr WO noted that the grant application from Thruxton Memorial Hall (TMH) had 
been in respect of the refurbishment of its kitchen and other areas and that although the 
Parish Council had kindly contributed £5000, there was still a large sum required to 
undertake the project. The Hall Trustees have progressed this and are currently finalising 
their bid for a grant.  The Village Green entrance replacement is a potential project for the 
Jubilee committee to consider. 
 

8. Fete Sub-Committee 
Cllr RM confirmed that the fete committee had provided the required Terms of Reference 
and the council agreed to it becoming a sub-committee of the Parish Council. Any income 
and expenditure would be approved by the Parish Council. 
   Kate Phillipson from the Fete sub-committee reported that they had all worked extremely 
hard for this community event and it had made an excellent profit this year.  After costs for 
related expenses had been deducted, it had achieved over £5000.  It was agreed that some 
of this profit would be allocated to community projects and that bids would be invited. 
 

9.  Attendance at events 
Cllr RM had attended a briefing meeting for Parish Councillors on 7 August in respect the 
Unitary Authority and a written comments on the proposals had been submitted by the 
deadline. 
   Cllr WO advised he had attended two meetings of the A342 Group, one of which had been 
with TVBC in respect of the planned developments. 
 

10.  Correspondence 
 Cllr RM had received a request from a resident to raise the ‘Red Duster Day’ flag on the 
Village Green for merchant seamen. This was approved. 
   An offer of a substantial donation towards the Fete 2026 had been received. Cllr RM 
advised that the Parish Council need to check on the legality of accepting it in the event of 
the fete not taking place next year.  Cllr RM stressed that it is vital that volunteers step 
forward to assist with the fete. 
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11.  Community Thanks 
 The Parish Council thanked the Fete Committee for their hard work for the village fete.  
 Cllr WO was thanked for his work in respect of the entrance to the village green. 
 

12.  Items for next meeting 
       Cllr WO to provide update on the A342 Group. Cllr RE to provide an update on the 
       Community Speed watch initiative. 
 
13.  Date of Next Meeting – Please note the new time for this and future meetings. 
 

       Monday, 6th October 7.00pm, Thruxton Memorial Hall 
 

 Actions to be taken in respect of items discussed during meeting. 
 

Item No. 
 

Cllr/Clerk                       Action/s Agreed 

5.1 Cllr HL Flooding & Biodiversity:  
To organise volunteers for clearing of stream on 6 September 

5.2 Cllr RE Roads and Footpaths:  
To liaise with HCC Cllr Donnelly about repairs to the uneven 
road surface on Stanbury Rd and going along the Village Green 
Speed Awareness 
To follow up with HCC Cllr Donnelly about obtaining signs 
stating ‘Not suitable for HGVs’. 

5.3 
 

Cllr SC  
 
 

Green Spaces  
To contact the TVBC Tree Officer in respect of the branches of 
trees from the Village Green overhanging Village St. 
To follow up with HCC about the ownership of the small green 
by the sub-station in Lambourne Close.  

5.4 
 

Cllr WO Play Area safety checks 
To arrange with a local contractor to put down topsoil where 
required and to re-set ground matting. 

5.5 
 

Clerk 
 

Lengthsman:  Arrange meeting to confirm monthly work and 
advise contract ends in March 2026 and would go out to tender. 
Telephone box: Liaise with English Heritage and TVBC about 
new door. 
Various tree works: To co-ordinate with Cllr SC ref quotations 
and work to be undertaken when approved. 

6. 
 
 
 

Cllr RM 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning (iii)  
To send Thruxton Parish Council’s response to the TVBC draft 
Local Plan 2042, Regulation 18. 
Thruxton Planning Forum Group  
Cllr RM to liaise with the above on the Terms of Reference to 
submit for its application to become a sub-committee of TPC 

7 
 

Clerk 
 

Finance (ii) Reinvestment and allocation of reserved funds 
Gate for Village Green- follow up by Cllr WO. 
New shed for equipment to be investigated 
TVBC funds for community projects – to obtain further details 
from Community Engagement Officer 

10 Clerk Donation towards Fete 2026 
To check on whether a regular donation could be accepted and 
the implications if the fete did not take place in 2026. 

12 
 

Cllr WO 
 
 
Cllr WO 

Proposed Projects for current year: 
Village Green - new entrance Gate 
To progress after the Jubilee Committee decides what it wants. 
Speed Awareness - Referendum 
To review and discuss at next meeting. 

 


