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General Builders and Property Maintenance

Vi
; All aspects covered

Free Estimates

Glenn Young 01233 750520 I
Colin Blaskett 079 6885 3556

Seasoned logs available, free local c{eﬁ'very

PAINTING & DECORATING

DAVID FARNFIELD

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING
NEEDS
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION
AND WALLPAPERING
FREE Estimates
Mob: 07710 130275
Tel: 01233 750450

Email: enquiries@davidfarnfield.com

www.davidfarnfield.com
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Tree Work And Fencing Vince Martin Carpentry and Decorating

C t For all your Home Improvements, and Maintenance, carried out by a Local Quality
O nt ractor Tradesman with over 30 years experience. Work on Period Property a Speciality.

Prompt reliable service and very competitive rates. Ring for a Free No Obligation
Quotation.

Absolutely NO JOB TOO SMALL, including, Doors, Flooring, Wardrobes, Kitchens,
Windows (including repairs), Shelving, Fencing, Garden Decking, Decorating

e Tree surgery work undertaken:Trees shaped, reduced,

or removed. (internal and external), Wall and Floor Tiling, All Internal and External Maintenance.
e Hedge cu.ttln.g. Ring Vince for a Free Quotation
e Stump grinding. Home: 01233 750521
e Garden fencing supplied and erected Mobile: 07860 393023
e Hedges planted Or you can email me: vmartin555@btconnect.com
e Composted wood chips for mulching flower beds, supplied

in bulk by small tipper.
e 25 years local experience, fully insured.

WYNCOT KENNELS

and

Toby Gardener CATTERY

Beriscolt (Hastingleigh)

Hastingleigh FOR COMFORT AND PEACE OF MIND
WHERE A WARM CARING ATMOSPHERE
IS ALWAYS AT HAND

HEATED KENNELS AND CATTERY
FULLY LICENCED, FULLY TRAINED & CARING STAFF

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

Set in 9 acres overlooking the picturesque Kent Downs, we have 3 large paddocks
Tel /text mob: 07831473981 where the dogs are individually exercised and played with

Evening: 01233 750489 INSPECTION WELCOMED
(8.30 - 11.30) - (2.30 - 5.00)

7 days a week

Phone 01233 750323 for any further details

Email:tandrgardener@btinternet.com
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Wye Beauty

New! Shellac - polish lasts 2 weeks
Laser Lipo - permanent inch loss
Electrolysis - permanent hair removal
Waxing - 2 types of wax available
Aromatherapy/Swedish body massage
Red Vein, Skin Tag and Milia treatment
Ear Piercing

Facials

Microdermabrasion
Manicures/Pedicures

Spray Tanning - organic - no odour

I P L hair removal

Threading

Hollywood lashes

Gift Vouchers

Open Tuesdays - Fridays 8.30 - 5pm(later by appt) Thursdays till
9pm. Saturdays 9 - 4

Closed Mondays.

Guinot skincare

32 years experience. Mature staff.

29 Bridge Street, Wye. TN25 5ED
Tel: (01233) 811550

Mrs Robyn Gardener AABThC BABTAC

Chrls Dry Land

Projpertg Maintenance

Decking~ concreting ~ sheds~ pergolas~ weatherboarding
Fencing ~ boundaries ~ minor electrical~ decorating~ guttering
small projects ~ large projects ~ emergencies
Most aspects of Household and Garden Maintenance

References available

Also:
Tipts for hire

www.bighilltipis.co.uk

For relinble service tel. 01233 F50350 or 07983 242787

e-mail chrisdrylandi@gmatl.com

01233 750042/07989 584801
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BODSHAM HOLIDAY LETS

www.bodshamholidaylets.com
The SMITHY

Two Bedrooms

The BARN

Two Bedrooms
Beamed lounge with wood burner Open lounge, diner
and kitchen

Shower room

Fully equipped Kitchen
Bathroom
Enclosed garden

B&B COMING SOON - SUMMER 2014

Bedroom suite with sofa, plasma TV and shower room

info@bodshamholidaylets.com
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BUILDERS Ltd

Restoration & Extensions of Period Domestic Property
House Building and Conversions
Design and Planning Services

Prospect Farm House, Lees Road, Braboumne Lees, Ashford, Kent TN25 6QE
Directors: J.E. and C.M. Browning Bsc (Hons), MCIOB, MASI

Telephone: 01303 813459
VAT Registration No: 661 7887 20

a Domestic
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EDWARD YOUNG

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS &
SECURITY SYSTEMS

Registered Electrician.
Established over 30 years.

All types of installation work carried out.
Fault finding & Repairs.
Farm - Domestic - Commercial
Telephone: 01303 813654
Mobile: 07702 640237

1 .

School Lane, Bodsham, Kent TN25 5]Q
TEL:01233 750237
www.thetimberbatts.co.uk email:hello@thetimberbatts.co.uk

Closed Sunday nights, all day Monday & Tuesday Lunchtime
All well-behaved dogs are welcome at The Timber Batts

Bar Menu, Snacks Menu
Take Away available
Menu du jour
(Wed-Sat Lunch)-Two course £16.00 or three courses£20.00
Sunday Lunch menu
Two course £ 20.50 or three courses £ 25.65
A La Carte Menu available all week

2013 Magic Evenings with Etienne Pradier only at The Timber Batts
20™ March, 30™ April, 22" May, 19" June, 14" July, 27" August,

24™ september, 29" October, 26™ November
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Imaginative design service 07715 565030
[J From single items 01227 700883
Oto full room plans % Christmas Cottage
[J From budget basic Richdore Road
[J to dovetailed hardwood Waltham
[0 Kitchen fitting service Kent CT4 58H

[J Repairs & alterations -
bengrillet@btopenworld.com




ROZ BACON VANIESSA 1 O

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, Mill Farm. Bodsham
’ - - .~

Ashford, Kent TN25 SHU
01233 750327 (ans) 01233 750427

roz.bacon@btinternet.com Home Baking

BED & BREAKFAST Pet Sitting

Roz is a qualified Guide to the City of
. Logs
Canterbury and Cathedral Guide

Delightful rooms in a lovely village

LEARN FRENCH LOCALLY

Any age, any level, day or evening
Individual or small group
Helen Hewson
Tel: 01233 750589

Reena Platt

Sewing - repairs, alterations, curtains etc
Tel: 01233 650737

THE DEVIL’S KNEADING TROUGH RESTAURANT
Open 7 days a week
10.30 to 5.30 Monday — Saturday ~ 10.30 to 6 — Sunday
(1st March - 31st October depending on weather)
10.30 to 4.30 7 days
(1st November—28th February depending on weather)

Evening Restaurant—Friday & Saturday
(Please book in advance)

Fully licensed for weddings - Coach parties welcome
Christmas Parties, Children's Parties efc. catered for

bookings@devilskneading.co.uk Tel. No. 01233 813212

CHILHAM FEEDS

01227 731159 o

9am - 5pm weekdays, 9am - 1pm Saturdays

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc.
Bedding - Vitamins - Supplements - Conditioners - Accessories

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent
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SARAH de ROUGEMONT - Craftsman/Co-ordinator
Upholstery

07973 377817

01227 455841

All commissions considered




LOCAL WINDOW CLEANER
& A

Contact Paul Boxall

01233 750206

Style Matters

design and print

Brochures, programmes, fliers

Wedding and personal stationery

Proofreading and research services

Word processing

Colour/black and white printing, copying, scanning

Telephone: 01233 750425
e-mail: kerry.relton@googlemail.com
Jjill.relton@tesco.net

MICHAEL RUST 5.4

>

Sculpture and carving in wood and stone.
Architectural lettering in stone, wood and engraved glass.
Memorials and inscriptions designed and cut in the finest hands.

The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane

Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW

Telephone: 01233 750305

Email: michael@studiorust.co.uk www.studiorust.co.uk

LETTERING AND CARVING STUDIO & >~
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EVINGTON COMMUNITY PROJECT

SPRING FPAIR

Monday 5th May, 2014

On the football field, Hastingleigh
12.30

9 _a

i
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Roffle - Tombola - BBQ
Beer Tent - Teas - Cake Sale - Craft Stall
Plant Sale - Coconut Shy - Bouncy Castle
Bodsham School Merry Making Maypole Dancers
Art Exhibition in Evington Village Hall

and many more attractions




EVINGTON GARDENERS

Although Malcolm Withnall’s talk, ‘less pain, more gain’, at the meeting
in February, was aimed ostensibly at the over 70s, he also made the
excellent point at the outset that it is difficult to get younger people
interested in gardening. With their busy lives and work patterns there
was a need to present them too with easier alternatives. How we can
manage gardening with greater ease as we get older is also a subject
not covered in gardening programmes on the TV and radio. Mr
Withnall gave some useful tips: warm up before starting, plan
gardening, tackle lighter jobs before heavier ones and choose a simple
design with less grass, fewer beds and borders and less bedding.
Sometimes less can be more, so try using many plants of the same
species and consider parterres — a ‘boxed garden’ using one plant
species in each ‘box’. Evergreens, such as Pittosporum, Rhamnus and
Choisya ternata, make light work and give year-round pleasure. Take
also into account the soil; the better the condition of the soil the less
work, composting is essential to increase the water retention in the soil
saving not only labour but also water. Members were also encouraged
to consider raised beds, growbags (with several successive crops from
each bag) and to think more vertically with troughs and wall pouches.
A couple of final suggestions were robotic mowers and artificial grass!
Mr Withnall gave everyone much food for thought.

By the time this appears in print members will have enjoyed a talk
entitled, ‘interesting plants on my travels’, given by Gillian Ellis. The
AGM is on 15 April after which the new season begins. Watch this
space, or ring me for further details. J.P.

My Triumph sports car is 60 years old in April, and after a
long time in a barn in Suffolk is coming to Hastingleigh. I
would like to rent a dry, secure garage, ideally with a power
socket, for the next 12 months, and possibly for

longer. Can anyone help?

If so, contact Will Day - 01233 750495
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ELMSTED CHURCH
LUNCHES & TEAS

Suna . a, 14
Noon - 4pm

There will be delicious home cooked lunches and an array
of home baked cakes and deserts.

We will have a plant stall with strong, healthy plants for
sale to cheer up your garden.

Photographic Competition
with the themes
"The Living Countryside" and "Animals in the Countryside”

All entries welcome

For further details please contact Vanessa London 01233 750427
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THE BOWL INN

HASTINGLEIGH

WITH
-

S S
ACOUSTIC DUO

BAD SIDE OF 25

Please contact us on 01233 750354 for further enquiries
www.thebowlonline.co.uk

/
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The Patient Participation Group for Wye Surgery will hold their

TO ALL PATIENTS OF WYE SURGERY \

Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 9th April at 7.15 pm
in the Surgery waiting room.

HASTINGLEIGH WITH ELMSTED WI

Hastingleigh with EiImsted W.1. met on Thursday 6th of March at Evington
Hall.

Fourteen members attended. The minutes of the last meeting were read and
agreed.

Our speaker was Mr. Nick Sandford, manager of Godinton House and he
spoke to us about the life of the house and garden during 2012. He started by
showing us photos of the garden in the snow, leading us through the chang-
ing seasons. He showed us pictures of their fund raising plant fair, the week-
end teaching events, photos of some of the thousands of cakes that were
made for their tearooms, the summer musical and open air theatre events,
and the dredging of the river that runs through the grounds. He was an in-
formative speaker and this non-gardening member learned a lot about flow-
ers from him from the beautiful pictures of irises, wisteria and delphiniums.
We enjoyed the photos so much we are considering a visit to the house and
garden in the summer.

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd of April at 7.30 p.m., and our
speaker will be talking on the subject of 'Glenn Miller lives on'. New members
will be made very welcome.

Fiona Steward

All members of the public are welcome to attend. /
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A FUN, no-pressure
evening event to raise money
for BODSHAM CEP SCHOOL... 4

If you would like to perform please /
call 01227 700009 so we can include ‘

you in the night’s proceedings. ¢ :
J

SATURDAY
th
ENTERTAINMENT i]-'llllll

=3 o
- -
B

PRICE: Adults - £150 To INCLUDE CURRY_
Doors open 7.00pm. Music begins at 7.30pm. cnildren ] ga and a IIHINK

For advance tickets email Sam: sm1leysam@ntiworid.com
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Memories of Ron Martin (aged 97)

Last month Ron Marsh told us of some of his experiences as a schoolboy
during WWII. Ron Martin was 22 years old when war started and was
working in agriculture (a reserve occupation) but got involved in “Hush Hush”
work. This primarily involved in learning to blow up the Germans if they
arrived in Kent (distinct possibility when “the buttons on their uniforms glinted
in the sun” in Calais in 1940, when looking out from Dover.*)

With Ron in the resistance patrol of Hastingleigh (named ‘Haricot’) were
Peter Leonard, Trevor Lockwood, Jack Long from Withersdane and Alan
Chester who lived on White Hill, Wye (where the stone mushrooms are on
the roadside). Once a month they met with other local patrols like ‘Carrot’ of
Crundale at The Garth at Bilting.

Everything they did was top secret and every man had to know their area so
well that they could move quickly across the country as if they were
blindfolded.

‘Haricot’ met first in the cellars of Evington Mansion and later in the Ice
House located in the hillside. Explosives were stored in 7 bunkers under a
table and the men learnt to use them, setting traps across the roads etc and
also how to use Smith & Weston revolvers and the American “Tommy Gun”:
fortunately these skills were not needed.

RB
* Quote from Roz Bacon’s father in law.

Sadly, since talking to Ron in Wye, he has died.
Our condolences go to Joyce.

COFFEE MORNINGS S

A reminder and an invitation (especially to newer residents) |
about the coffee (and tea) mornings held from 10.30am on
the first Weds of each month. Drop in for a friendly chat;
get to know the neighbours. The times coincide with the visit
from the library van and there are also books available from |
the Hall collection. We look forward to seeing you. :

18
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IN THE GARDEN

One of the most important aspects of gardening is timing. | am not a great
one for making gardening hard work so any way | can reduce the effort
needed to produce the effect | want the better. By timing | mean doing the
jobs when the weather and the opportunity coincide.

This year the fine weather in early March has offset the earlier wet period. It
has stimulated plant growth and the minimum frosts have allowed some
plants to survive the winter when they would normally not do so. It has also
allowed many weeds to germinate, develop and seed again. Weeding is
crucial at this time of year to prevent them doing this. Heavy rain tends to
consolidate the soil and makes it more liable to compact when you want to
walk on it. Digging the vegetable patch is easier in the dry periods, it opens
the soil allowing more air into the soil providing more oxygen for the plant
roots and soil organisms allowing them to be more active. Spreading organic
material like compost opens the texture of the soil in the same way and
releases fertilizer into the soil.

It is @ good time to introduce inorganic fertilizer to the soil. Particularly those
that contain nitrogen like “Growmore” as the heavy rains of the winter will
have washed much of this out of the soil.

Digging around your perennials to loosen the soil will improve their
development. Adding slow release fertilizer like hoof and horn will
encourage healthier plants to develop. It is important to remember when
you cut and remove plant material you are removing nutrients (fertilizer) and
this should be replaced. This is particularly important with the lawn. Now is
the time to apply weed and feed to the lawn.

There is still time to move shrubs and some perennials taking care to cut
back any soft growth.

The plant controls its temperature by evaporating water from the leaves. To
do this it must get a supply from the soil through the roots so cutting back
the top of the plant when replanting compensates for the inability of the
roots to supply water and gives time for the roots to develop as the plant
develops.

Tidy up now and make the summer more enjoyable.

SB
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CHURCH SERVICES AT HASTINGLEIGH AND ELMSTED IN APRIL

Sunday 30" March | 10.30 Hastingleigh Mothering Sunday Service

Sunday 6™ April 9.30 Holy Communion at Elmsted (CW)

Sunday 13" April 10.00 Bodsham Family Service — Palm Sunday

Friday 18" April 12 noon Hastingleigh Good Friday - Stations of the
Cross

Saturday 19" April 7pm Elmsted Benefice Easter Vigil Service

Sunday 20" April 11.00 Hastingleigh EASTER DAY Service (CW)

Sunday 27" April | 9.30 Elmsted Holy | 11.00 Hastingleigh Holy
Communion (CW) | Communion (BCP)

4.00 Sunday Teatime at
Evington Hall, Hastingleigh

Bodsham Family Service: a less formal family service for everyone. Do come
and try it!

Sunday Teatime: At Sunday Teatime, we have fun, chat and explore our
faith. Come for the company, the activities, the tea or the worship, or all
four! All ages welcome at Evington Hall, Hastingleigh at 4pm.

CHURCH FLOWER & CLEANING ROTA

St. Mary’s Hastingleigh St. James’ Elmsted
Apr 5th Mrs Bowes Mrs Healy
Apr 12th Mrs Helmer Mrs Denny
Apr 19th Mrs Morris Mrs Gregory
Apr 26th Mrs Waters Mrs Pay
20
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

' v = < > g -[dl

Wed 2nd Coffee Morning

Thurs 3rd WI Meeting
(Page 17)

Tues 8th Hastingleigh Parish Council Meeting

Sun 13th Footpath Walk

Tues 15th Gardeners Society AGM
(Pages 14 & 26)

Sat 26th Bodsham School Music Night
(Page 17)

Sun 27th Sunday Tea Time

10.30am

7.30pm

7.45pm

2.00pm

7.30pm

7.00pm

4.00pm

Note: All events in Evington Village Hall unless otherwise stated.

Parent & Todler Group meet every Tuesday - 9.30am
Mobile Library every Wednesday 10.55am - 11.20am
Art Group meet on Thursdays 9.30am - 12.30pm
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BACK WITH A BANG

Going up to the Village Hall for ‘An Evening of Entertainment and
Song’ staged by the Evington Players brought back happy memories
for many of us, we have missed youl!

In we all went, another full house, bought our raffle tickets, settled into
our seats. We started with a showing of the Evington version of
‘Amarillo” by Tony Christie where local residents stomped, tiptoed,
staggered, and fell over in a very musical way, all dreamt up and
videoed by Garry and Oliver Block. Then off we went into the first Act
of the evening starting with a romp through the Evolution of Dance with
Ryan Hill (aka Robbie Williams at times!) There was nervous tittering
in the audience as we all recognized our dance floor moves being
demonstrated.

Robin Helmer was really scary in the next sketch as the commandant
barking at his miserable prisoners. ‘Shakespeare’ showcased yet
more talent with a decidedly/distractingly underdressed Ryan Hill
neatly encapsulating most Shakespearean characters in one. This was
followed by a mind bending ‘Mastermind’ where all contestant Roz
Bacon’s answers referred back to a previous question with hilarious
results.

‘My Blackberry is not Working’ was for the techies amongst us with lots
of wordplay around brand names and fruit on Robin’s fruit stall. The
next sketch included newcomer to the stage Oliver Block as a talking
dog, expertly underplayed and very funny.

Robin Helmer and his lovely assistant Yvonne kept us all spellbound
with a heavy accent, a wayward moustache and a memory game.

The first act finished with a painful demonstration of behaviors on a
first date which had us all squirming in our seats.

‘A Night Out’ directed by June Browning opened Act 2 where an
evening out at the Pigeon Club Dinner for her parents meant an
evening in for scheming daughter Doreen (Jaqueline Smallwood) and
her beau Eric (Ryan Hill). Endless trivial events, a hand bag of
winkles, lost shoes, wigs and the dinner tickets added to the
frustration of poor Eric, clearly more than ready for an evening in. The
comedy was enhanced by the parents (Paul Boxall and Carol
Batcheller) magnificent hairpieces.
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Revived by tea and biscuits and the raffle draw, Evington Community
Choir, amazingly only singing together for 6 weeks, and decked out as
Village People (who thought of that?!) ensured we all left on a high,
with a medley of songs from the musicals. Lots of audience
participation got all but the most recalcitrant singing lustily.

We all know what a great enterprise putting these shows on is, with lots
of people supporting front and back of house. Thank you everyone for
a lovely quirky evening of laughter and song.

Evington Players was formed in 1949, has put on 69 productions
involving 246 local people. If you would like to join this illustrious list
please contact any member of the cast. Celia Jeffery’s Choir is also
recruiting, she can be found at celia@livinglively.org.uk, or contact
Robin Helmer on 01233 750236

The Bowl Inn
Easter Opening Times 2014

J Good Friday 18" April- Open all day from midday
Saturday 19" April- Open all day from midday J
Easter Sunday 20" April- Open from midday until 9pm
Easter Monday 21st April- Open from midday until 9pm \/J

A - 4
-’ Tuesday 22" April- Closed
23



EVINGTON COMMUNITY PROJECT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Chairman’s Report for 2013

ECP has now completed nine years of service to the communities of
Elmsted and Hastingleigh.

We held a very successful Spring Fair on the 6th May 2013 which
boosted our funds by just over £1,300. The turnout was fantastic,
helped no doubt, by the glorious weather on the day. In addition, we
received a match-funding grant of £750 from Barclays Bank. We are
very grateful to Vanessa London for facilitating this. We have
ploughed all the money raised back into our community by arranging
sporting and leisure events that are either free or heavily subsidised
and by offering financial support to village organisations.

We were successful in receiving grant money from the Big Lottery
Fund and from KCC to improve the access lane to the Football Field.
This has made a tremendous difference to those visiting the field as
the pot-holes and puddles appear to be a thing of the past. We served
soup at the Bonfire and Fireworks night, which raised a small sum for
the Kent Air Ambulance and we gave a sizeable donation towards the
cost of the fireworks. We helped resurrect a village trip to France and
Belgium in September, which was enjoyed by over 50 people. We
continue to assist financially with the maintenance of the Football
Field.

In the November half-term we held a Ceramic Painting Workshop
which, once again, proved to be a popular event. ECP was pleased to
be able to subsidise the cost of the items painted, thus making the
event more affordable. In December, we arranged a visit for over 50
local residents and friends to the Marlowe Theatre to see "Jack and
the Beanstalk". Again, ECP was able to subsidise the cost of the
tickets for this.

Our annual “Seasonal Thanks” morning of Mulled Wine and Mince
Pies, to say thank you to the residents and friends of our two parishes

24
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who have generously supported ECP throughout the year, was com-
bined with the Mince Pie Walk.

I should like to take this opportunity, once again, to thank the Evington
Community Project committee who have worked tirelessly throughout
the year and have given freely of their time. | should also like to thank
on behalf of ECP, The Powell Family for allowing the use of their field:
Sarah Pell for checking our accounts; Elmsted and Hastingleigh Parish
Councils and all of you who have generously supported and assisted
with our events throughout the year.

Robin Helmer
3rd March 2014

THE FIVE CHURCH WALK

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 5 MAY 2014

The walk starts at 10am from Challock, Boughton Aluph, Chilham or Molash
church. It links these churches in an anticlockwise circular 16 mile route fol-
lowing footpaths, bridleways, country lanes and private paths, some of
which are made available to us on the day by special permission of the land-
owners. The route passes through some of the most scenic countryside in
East Kent for all to enjoy, and with the bluebells out and the cuckoo calling
you can be sure of a lovely day. You can choose to complete the circuit or
not, starting and finishing at any of the churches. This is a sponsored walk
in aid of the participating churches, the Kent Air Ambulance and/or the Pil-
grims Hospices, and funds raised are distributed according to your wishes as
indicated on the entry form. Those without sponsors are just as welcome
and are asked to make a donation of at least £5. Each church also has deli-
cious home-made refreshments (and loos) to offer while you take a wel-
come break.

So, for a great day out make a note of the date in your diary and make
sure to come along
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EVINGTON GARDENERS

PLANT SALE

AT THE SPRING FAIR
Football field, Hastingleigh
MONDAY 5" MAY
noon onwards
Lots of lovely plants supplied by
WILL DENNE

Everybody welcome

Easter Revision Sessions
GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
Petham Village Hall 14th — 17th April

programmes individually designed to accommodate
set texts / grade expectations / areas of weakness
exam techniques; essay structure and planning,
exam timing and confidence
qualified and experienced exam tutor - AQA examiner
Proven track record references available

Call Lucy on 01227 700754
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Ravi asks ‘What does Easter mean to you?’

While Christmas is a bigger deal in society as a whole, Easter is the most important
festival of the Christian year. Indeed, the Christian religion only exists because of the
first Easter. If Jesus of Nazareth hadn’t risen from the dead - or, at least, if his
disciples hadn’t been convinced that he had — there would be no Christianity and we
would never even have heard of Jesus. But even if he did rise from the dead, what
does that mean for us today?

Well, believing that three heads are better than one (and, of course, the church
teaches that that’s true of God Himself who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit!) | asked
my two colleagues Alan and Linda to say what Easter means to them.

Alan responded by asking another question:

What is the churchyard for you? Is it a place of death or a promise of new life? | am
sure you saw the glory of the daffodils last month. Did you notice the tree of the
cherry family near the war memorial that flowers whenever there is a mild spell in
the winter? More recently the eco-congregation group have seen the first signs of
the snowdrops we have planted. One day we might put on “snowdrop teas” with a
show to rival Challock and Hinxhill. We try to manage the yard for your convenience
and to encourage nature.

Many people say to me, ”Isn’t it wonderful, signs of new life”. True, but it will all die
again next winter, then another spring and so on. Easter for me is the promise that
life and death are not an endless cycle, what goes round comes around! Jesus shows
us what the future is really like. He showed us what God intends for us by the way
he lived, died and then was experienced as really alive, never to die again. That is his
offer and promise to you. So why not come and join in the celebration?

Meanwhile, here’s Linda’s take:

Easter is all about enjoying God’s new creation now. The picture that comes to mind
is that of the new kingdom of Narnia brought about by the return of Aslan, and
vividly described by CS Lewis at the end of his Chronicles of Narnia.

It is as hard to explain how this new sunlit land of Narnia was different from the old
Narnia as it would be to tell you how the fruits of that country taste. Perhaps you
will get some idea of it if you think like this. You may have been in a room where
there was a window that looked out on a lovely bay of the sea or a green valley that
wound away among mountains. And in the wall of that room opposite to the
window there may have been a looking-glass. And as you turned away from the
window you suddenly caught sight of that sea or that valley, all over again, in the
looking-glass. And the sea in the mirror, or the valley in the mirror, were in one sense
Jjust the same as the real ones: yet at the same time they were somehow different —

27



deeper more wonderful, more like places in a story; in a story you have never heard
but very much want to know. The difference between the old Narnia and the new
Narnia was like that. The new one was a deeper country: every rock and flower and
blade of grass looked as if it meant more. | can’t describe it any better than that: if
ever you get there you will know what | mean. It was the unicorn who summed up
what everyone was feeling. He stamped his right fore-hoof on the ground and
neighed, and then cried: 1 have come home at last! This is my real country! | belong
here! This is the land | have been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till
now.’

So, what about me? Well, funnily enough, Easter Sunday 1990 was the first time |
went to church as a believing Christian — as opposed to being dragged there by my
parents or forced to go at school.

I'd declared myself an atheist at the age of 15 but had fairly quickly decided that
there was Something rather than Nothing. A spiritual dimension to life. And | then
spent a few years trying to work out what that might involve.

By the time | was 19, I'd decided that there was a personal God - that is, a Supreme
Being or Intelligence (please pardon all the capitals!) - even if none of the organised
religions had a monopoly on access to Him, Her or It. And by the time | was 21, I'd
been irresistibly drawn to the unexpected but clear conclusion that this God was the
God revealed in the person of Jesus not some other god.

Sceptics would no doubt say that | was simply returning to the faith of my youth (as
predicted by the Jesuit Ignatius Loyola who famously said ‘Give me a child before
he’s seven and I'll make him a catholic for life’) but clearly | don’t see it like that. |
believe that the real God called me to become part of the 2000 year old community
(The Christian Church) which was and is founded on the admittedly-bizarre
proclamation that this man Jesus who was murdered on a cross and buried in a
tomb was subsequently seen alive again.

| finally became convinced of that on Holy Saturday (the day before Easter Sunday)
1990 so the next day | went (back) to church for the first time saying ‘OK, God, here |
am’ and | haven’t looked back since. Indeed, | ended up becoming a priest.

Clearly, God is at work outside the Church as well as in it but, for me, the Church (by
which | mean what the Prayer Book calls ‘the blessed company of all faithful people’
not just the Church of England) is — strange as it may seem — the primary locus of
God'’s activity in this world. Or as the Bible puts it, the very Body of Christ. And, like
Alan, | would like to invite all of you to take your place within it.

Happy Easter.
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In Aid of The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund

Registered Charity: 283483
Park House, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN
Tel: 01303 862622 Fax: 01303 863007

Website: www.lordwhisky.co.uk ~ Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com
Visit the Lord Whisky Tearooms and Gift Shop
Rhodes Minnis CT4 6XY

Book now for our Easter Sunday Lunch ~ Sunday 20mApril
Open daily 10am - 4pm. Tel 01303 862349

Freshly prepared Breakfasts, Lunches, Teas and Snacks
Come and try our delicious Sunday Roasts
Home-made cakes ~ Good Quality Bric-a-Brac and Lord Whisky Gifts

We can also cater for wakes, christenings, and birthday parties etc. at times
to suit you

Please contact us to discuss your requirements
Boot & Spring Fayre ~ Saturday 4th May

at Park House, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AN
Boots from 8am ~ Cars £6.50/Vans £10 (£6/£9.50 if pre-paid)
Entertainment from 12 noon - 3.30pm
Hythe Town Concert Band, Layla Belly Dancing plus other entertainment
Hot & Cold Refreshments ~ Raffles ~ Tombolas & more!

Admission by donation ~ Plenty of free parking

5th Annual Cyclo-Sportive
Bank Holiday Monday, 26th May

From 9am at Park House, Stelling Minnis
For further information, email: nickracingsnake@btinternet.com
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¢« Charllon Lk

FOUNDATION

Elegant Venue for Business Events,
Weddings & Celebrations
PLUS
Classes & Activities:
Pilates, Yoga, Ballroom Dancing, Latin & Salsa, Nordic Walking,
Singing, Work-Out, Piano, Squash, Swimming (summer).

Visit www.charlton-park.org for full details.

AJ Fortesaue & Son Ud
BUILD=RS & CONTRACTORS

NEW BUILD, EXTENSIONS,
ALTERATIONS,
REPAIRS, GROUNDWORK

Waterside Farm, West Brabourne,
Ashford, TN25 5SNA
Tel 01303 813108

E-Mail: office@ajfortescueandson.co.uk

COUNSELLING SERVICES

Bev Russell DipCouns
MBACP

brcounselling@yahoo.co.uk
www.brcounselling.co.uk

07505 749643

Bishopsbourne, Canterbury CT4 5JA
01227 831355 info@charlton-park.org

4, 6, 8 & 12yd Skips
Domestic & Commercial

Same Day Delivery / Collection

Permits Arranged
Competitive Rates
Committed to Recycling

couuTnO

Call us today on

www.countrystyleskips.co.uk

AL CREATURES GREAT AP SHIALL

House and pet sitting service
01233 714682 - 07942 045286
Dawn Busby

Good References available

CRB Checked Insured

RICHARD GILBERT PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING
Established 25 years

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist — OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered —
Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates.

Wood Burning Stove Installations - HECTAS registered

Full central heating installations and systems updates, oil boiler and oil
tank installation and replacement, gas boilers, fires, cookers and hobs.
Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations.

All Domestic Plumbing including — Power flushing, unvented hot water
systems, bathroom and showers including tiling, hot water cylinders, water
softeners, sink, dishwasher and washing machine installations, replace-
ment radiators and thermostatic valves.

Telephone 01233812566 ~ Mobile 07860 877836
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MARY HEMSLEY
INTERIORS

“the complete service”

m Curtains m Blinds
m Designer fabrics m Wallpapers
m Tracks and Poles m Upholstery

Little Greene Paint

design ideas and advice

01233 813717
150 Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford, Kent. TN25 5DP

Building and Renovation,

Houses, Garages, Conventional or Oak
framed, Conservatories & Sun-rooms,
Renovations, Extensions & Roofs. Design &
Build, or built to your own plans.

Locally based, long established small

" company using trustworthy local craftsmen,

Michael Barnes
Tel 01233 812555 or 07740 870540

BOSSINGHAM

GROUNDWORK LANDSCAPING

CONCRETING

YOGA CLASSES
WALTHAM VILLAGE HALL

ON MONDAY EVENINGS

Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students;
men or women and a wide range of fitness levels.
Yoga will help with flexability, stretching, relaxation and stress.
I ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS
to ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress management.
(Fully qualjﬁa{—ITEC/LCIC/Djpﬁrma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach)
Phone or email for more information: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175

lynn@saxby4.orangehome.co.uk

A\ o

M: 07894 007 660 W: 01303 890 704
WWW.BOSSINGHAMGROUNDWORKS.COM

PATIOS

_— b FENCING
- PLAYGROUNDS

EQUESTRIAN ARENAS

ELIZABETH MILLER wssch mscha
C/iiropoc{zlst

TEL.
01233 750200

| Home visits by appointment
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SIX MILE GARAGE
AND

FIXAUTO CANTERBURY
STONE STREET, STELLING MINNIS, CANTERBURY, CT4 6DN
www.sixmilegarage.co.uk
Telephone: Stelling Minnis 01227 709214/491 Fax: 01227 709331
* Service and Repairs to Cars and Light Commercial Vehicles
Class 4 and 7 M.O.T Testing
Diagnostic Tuning Centre

*

*

* Fix Auto Body Repair Centre

*

Car Sales

*

Collection & Delivery

Forecourt Petrol & Shop Open 7 Days a Week

come along :
& TRY... Anrdic

The workout that tones the whole body!

° Burns 46% more calories °
than ordinary walking

Easy on the knees and joints

o Suitable for all levels
. Increase your energy
levels . Great for neck, shoulder and back
. roblems
) Tone up and loose weight ?
o Sociable, safe outdoor exercise

Call for more details on

0845 468 0899
www.nordicwalkingeastkent.co.uk

Free tasters in Hastingleigh & Kennington

G.A. WATTS
Electrical Installations
Approved Electrician

NICEIC DOMESTIC INSTALLER

New installations. Extra points. Complete rewires.
Appliance testing and electrical surveys.

. Security lighting.
Specialist in sympathetic
Wiring for period properties.

For personal attention
And free estimates
(01227) 708378

(07973) 480241 :
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TOP QUALITY
TUFTED TWIST CARPET

UNDER

INCLUDING FITTING

SELECTATWIST
80% PURE NEW BRITISH WOOL
ONLY £19.955Q0M

C__CARPETS direct >
01233 714999

Selecta House, Charing Hill TN27 ONL
www.carpetsdirectcharing.co.uk
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Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service
For That Quality Service

Southern Cesspool Services
All Types of Tanks Emptied

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks/
Treatment Plants

=3 High Pressure Jetting of Drains
ity Soakaways ETC

Regular Automatic Bookings
. 01233 646767 / 07773 491356
Card Payment Accepted Efj “VISA S ‘ )

Email: info@southerncesspoolservices.com

Web: www.southerncesspoolservices.com

AFB ELECTRICAL LIMITED

Electrical Contractor

s
O EEEE

| RPPROVED
CONTRACTOR

All electrical work undertaken

Please contact:
Andy Burchell

Tel: 01233 632424 Mobile: 07739 259953
E-mail: aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk

LOGS & FIREWOOD

For Good Quality, Seasoned

M 4 Burning Wood
\ﬁi"y‘ﬂl,“\ ¥
!r\’ \‘(i , ,,':lii;
Wi Ash or mixed logs (dry)
Foe cut to order

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570

Containerised Storage
available locally

Fully secure
Indoors or outdoors
Competitive rates

Please phone 01233 812237 for further
details
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PLAY LEARN GROW

Bossingham

pre-school

e Children aged 2-5 years e Experienced & friendly staff
e Quiet rural location » Breakfast & after-school clubs

Situated in purpose-built premises, within the grounds of Stelling Minnis
Primary School, we offer creative and stimulating activities to help the
physical, social and educational needs of every child. There's an
all-weather outdoor play area, optional breakfast club available from
8am and after-school club available until 6pm.

visit: bossinghampreschool.co.uk
or call: 01227 709156

aldingtonosteopathy

The Surgery, Goldwell Close, Aldington, Ashford, Kent. TN25 7DY.

Can provide effective treatment for many conditions including:

Back and neck pain Sports injuries
Headaches Trapped nerves
Arthritis Shoulder pain
Sclatica » Whiplash

Knee problems Ligament sprain

Also avallable specialist osteopathic clinics for:
Pregnancy related conditions
Cranial osteopathy for babies

01233 720160
www. aldingtonosteopathy.com
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LLOCAL ORGANISATIONS

Flmsted Parish Council

IHastingleigh Parish Council

Clerk

Clerk

IEvington Hall (caretaker & bookings)

(Treestumps, Elmsted)

Fvington Hall Committee

[Evington Community Project

IZvington Gardeners’ Society

IEvington Players

Art Group

Footpath Walks

Women’s Institute

Parent & Toddler Group

Neighbourhood Watch

Hon Sec

Hon Sec

Hon Sec

Hon Sec

Contact

Contact

Contact

Contact

Hastingleigh

Elmsted

Tracey Block
01233 750415

Tracey Block
01233 750415

Mrs Avis Ball
01233 750231

Mrs S Lawson
01233 750288

Mr D Farnfield
01233 750450

Mrs J Pearce
01233 750382

Mrs C Batcheller

01233 637955

Mrs V Kerry
01227 700843

Mr D Harris
01233 813711

Mrs J Bowes
01233 811875

Mrs H Wade
01233 750032

Mr G Block
01233 750415

Mr J Argar
01233 750311
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G(:ﬁcc @thebowlinn

N f«ﬁ@ 4
~— 1He ' BOW INN\)

AT RASTINGLEIGH, KENT (nr Wye, off the A28)

CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 2007-2014. ASHFCRD, FCLKESTONE & ROMNEY MARSH PUB OF THE YEAR 2012.

FIND OUT WHICH ALES WE'RE
SERVING NOW BY VISITING
THE PERFECT PINT WEBSITE!

Py me Y
v rv'.n: 3
M

Y OERFECT PNy
V) ~

MON CLOSED

TUES 5PM - 11P%
WED 5PM - 9PN
THURS 5PM - 9P
FR! 5PM - 11PM

SAT MIDDAY - LATE
SUN MIDDAY - 4PH

perfectpint.co.uk

A 17%0’s PUBL!C HOUSE WITH A BEER GARDEM AND A BARN, SERVING THE FINEST LOCAL KENTISH ALES.
PLEASE NOTE: WE'RE CLOSED MONDAYS, OPEN FROM 5PM WEEKDAYS, FOOD ONLY AT WEEKENDS, NO DOGS EXCEPT GUIDE DOGS.

thebowionline.co.uk

C_enquiries@thebowionline.co.uk O
G| gertere 01233 750254 ‘}«4@

ol D
STEEAYD

Hastingleigh Garage

Motor Vehicle & Agricultural Engineer
MOTs, Welding

Vehicle bodywork repairs & spraying

Hastingleigh Yard, Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent

Telephone 01233 750413




