IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 29th January 2020 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors
P Smith 
Mr D May

V Wilkinson

JP Carr

A Drage



R Elliott 
D Shroll, 
 
L Ellis Day

K Watts

T Maguire

J Dunkley
L Brown 

M May
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There was 6 members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr A May and NCC Cllr M Griffiths
19/83
Public participation
Loading Bay Parking High Street – a resident presented the councillors with an alternative proposal for the loading bay and was advised to submit their suggestions to Northamptonshire County Council Highways.  The parish council will then consider any further suggestions Highways submit to them.

Library – concern was raised regarding the reduced opening times of the library being restricted to Monday and Tuesday only.  Free wifi was available during Friday so request was made for this to be reverted to either the Monday or Tuesday.  NCC have already been contacted regarding this issue.  The Chair had been invited to the Friends of Irchester Library AGM in March.
Police report sent to councillors prior to the meeting.   It was noted that the police will be concentrating their efforts on particular areas in the following few months but have stated that this would not affect their presence in the rural areas. This to be monitored.
19/84 
Declaration of Interest

None declared
19/85
Minutes
The minutes from 27th November 2019 were agreed as a true record
19/86
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Light Arkwright Road – Councillors and contractor viewed the area and agreed the light to remain unchanged

· Solicitor – confirm agreement of lease for the library
· Post box – no response received from them 
· Playground repairs – completed except for the painting
· BCW precept requirement – confirmed and sent to BCW
· Highways – confirmed with NCC agreement of High Street loading bay changes
19/87
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments for December 2019 of £6837.34 and January 2020 of  £6991.71 be approved 
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b) Current financial statement £167.650.69 – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr JP Carr & L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for January 2020
19/88
Recreation Grounds
a) All repairs from the annual inspection had been carried out except for the painting of the equipment.  It was noted that 2 pieces of the exercise equipment on the Recreation Ground had sharp edges where the paint had fallen away so it was agreed to have these areas temporarily repaired.  Graffiti had been removed from the youth shelter and skatepark, and the slide at Little Irchester needs algae removing.  It was suggested that councillors visit the recreation ground and exercise equipment to determine the future of them.
19/89
Highways – 
a) Concern was raised regarding the pot holes not being filled in the side streets.  Clerk to contact highways for a response.
b) RESOLVED to accept the grant of £2130.95 from NCC for cutting the grass verges under Section 136 of the LGA 1972 for 2020/21

19/90
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) It was stated that the NHW signs had been removed from the village. SO were suspended in order for the Irchester NHW coordinator to speak who stated that the signs belonged to Wellingborough NHW. A letter was sent to all resident in Little Irchester regarding the NHW as there was no registered coordinator and only 4 residents responded so the signs were removed. SO Resumed It was agreed to write to the Chair of Well NHW asking when letter was sent to the residents as the 3 Lt Irch councillors present could not remember receiving any correspondence.  Clerk to write to Wellingborough NHW for clarification.
19/91
Cemetery/War Memorial
A tree had been donated by the Mayor of Wellingborough and planted in the cemetery near to the childrens section. Headstones -  Little response had been received since Christmas regarding the headstones that had been staked since the October test.  The database was being updated with further information that had been found in the church records.
War memorial gardens – further planting needs to be carried out in the Spring where gaps have appeared.

19/92
Planning

WP/20/00015/FUL – Single storey side extension 12 School Hill – extension materials should be in keeping with the rest of the property
WP/20/00027/FUL – Reuse existing building for Thai Buddhist meditation centre – Knuston Vale, Station Rd – it was agreed that a site visit should be requested and the red line be changed to reflect the building only and not the grounds as shown.  Concern was also raised regarding the use and other activities taking place on the site.
WP/20/00018/FUL - Proposed internal mezzanine floor and external fire exit door into warehouse. Location: 15-23 Claudius Way, Irchester, - no objections
WP/20/00043/FULProposed loft conversion to provide one additional bedroom including a dormer

window in the front elevation 139 Bradshaw Way, Irchester, - no objections
19/93
Correspondence
· Request from James Richards Circus to use recreation ground from Friday 23rd October to Sunday 25th October 2020 – It was agreed to remain with Pindar Circus has they had also shown an interest in attending the village during 20/21
· Thank you letter for the recent grant received from Village Hall Trust Committee read out to councillors 
· Letter from police regarding a ANPR scheme at a cost of £3500-£4000 for a camera and between £30-£50 monthly cost for servicing, electricity and data transfer – it was agreed not to purchase an ANPR sign.
· Correspondence had been received from the 1-100 club, which was no longer operating, stating that they had funds to donate towards Little Irchester that could show the history of the village or a piece of play equipment.  It was agreed that the Little Irchester councillors look into this and bring ideas back to the next pc meeting.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.57 pm



Chair
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