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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January 2023 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), P Venning, L Brown, S Mash, A  Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 1 member of the public and the Clerk, Mrs Y Osborne
4445.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs S Collins, reason accepted.
4446.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

The meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4447.	To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th December 2022.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.

4448.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
	Clerk had met with the Personal Trainer who had explained what he wished to do and he agreed to sign a Memorandum of Understanding. 

4449.	Correspondence:
a)   KALC Community Award Scheme – This will be advertised in the usual way in the Outlook on Oxney.
b)  Phone call: Residents concern regarding Planning Application PA/2022/3067 – Greenacres, Rose Hill, Stone.  Clerk had received a phone call from Wittersham residents who had been consulted with regard to this application as they are close neighbours and wished this Council to be aware of their concerns over it although Stone-cum-Ebony Parish Council will be the statutory consultee.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would comment on the ABC portal, copied to Stone-cum-Ebony Parish Council.

4450.	Payments for authorisation: Clerk’s expenses 1st October to 31st December 2022.  £60.53.  Agreed.

4451.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Clerk reported that £550 had been received from both Kenardington and Warehorne Parish Councils towards the Caretaker Scheme.  Robert Pudan has increased his charges for gang mowing Poplar Farm Field from £55 to £60 per cut, Coronation Field from £35 to £40 per cut and cutting the grass in the Churchyard from £130 to £140 per cut.  These had been accepted.
	b)  Finance:  
· Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s Monthly Transaction Statement.  Clerk reported that she has yet to receive a Bank Statement from Lloyds Bank so the figures had not been reconciled.  Noted.
· Three quarterly budget statement. In view of the above this item is deferred to the next meeting.
c)  Planning:  Decisions received:
· PA/2022/2800 Stocks Mill House – Listed Building Consent not required.
· PA/2022/2814 Stocks Mill House – Proposed ancillary outdoor room.  Granted.
· PA/2022/2246 The Quarter House – Routing of cable to garage for Electric Charging point. Granted.
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       The Clerk gave further information on some of the outstanding Planning Applications.
· Demolition of existing barn in field rear of 22 Lloyds Green – New dwelling. Letter from agent dated December with form notifying ABC as landowner of the track.
· Willow Tree Barn – Change of use to offices.  Further information following Highways comments.  Turning area for refuse vehicles and passing places on drive added, visibility splay amended for 60mph road.
· Land adjacent to 16 Lloyds Green – 2 dwellings.  With new information that the track would be tarmacked PROW officer has withdrawn their objection, but Southern Water’s comments still stand.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – Cllr Lloyd-Smith reported that the road to Potmans Heath is flooded at one point and is quite dangerous especially when it freezes.
f)  Public Rights of Way – All very muddy.  Cllr Brown reported that she had been informed that the stile on AT92A, where is goes from a garden into a field is broken and the electric fence in the field is too close to the PROW.  Clerk to check and report to KCC. 
g) Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllr Lloyd-Smith reported that the toilet in the Churchyard had been vandalised.

4452.	Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:
KALC meeting of 4th January 2023.  The Chairman gave a report.  A new Ashford Borough Commander has been appointed, CI Sarah Rivett.  Cllr Venning asked why we weren’t getting reports from the Police, noting that the PCSO had not attended meetings for a while.  There has been an increase in thefts of catalytic converters but there is a definite lack of police presence.  Local policing is being reorganised but this hasn’t been finalised yet.  There will still be some PCSOs but more warranted officers.  Cllr Venning asked that we write on behalf of residents expressing our dissatisfaction with the level of attention, the increase in crime and would like our concerns to be addressed as a matter of urgency.  The Chairman asked whether these crimes were being reported.  It was suggested that DI Johnson, CSU, be invited to our Annual Parish Meeting to answer residents questions.  The Chairman also reported that he had arranged a meeting with the Chairman & Vice-Chairman of ACRK, and the CEO at KALC following the announcement that ACRK is being wound up following financial problems.

4453.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  14th February 2023.
4454.	Items for Information:
	There were none.

	The meeting closed at 20.40hrs


Appendix
The member of the public who had come from Appledore to observe the meeting gave information on the activities of CARM (Caring Altogether in Romney Marsh).
