


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr J Mear, Cllr G Paton T Grimes (Clerk) and CCllr B Laughton.

The meeting start was delayed to 8pm due to a Parish Meeting regarding the proposed Solar Farm over running.

1. To consider any apologies for absence
S Pennell gave apologies, which were accepted.
DCllr SM gave apologies due to being at another meeting.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages. 

3. To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 1st July 2025 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no members of the public present.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
LH reported having spoken to the land owners about the scaffolding and access to the bench near the cross roads. She has been assured that the wall is in hand.
The clerk reported that:
Highways had responded regarding the posts on the verge near the cross roads, a request has been made for their removal.
Planning notification has been received stating that application 25/00851/HOUSE, bay windows has been approved.
An electricity bill has been received from Npower for £46.69 covering the period 
1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025. It would appear that no standing charge is being made during the disconnection period because the first 7 months are charged at £45.94 whilst the 6 months from 10th Oct to 31st March is costed at £0.75; disconnection occurred on 15th October. (The invoice arrived after the agenda was drawn up and will therefore appear on the October payments list.)

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
C Cllr BL reported that in the last 2 days, 2 District Councillors have resigned which means a bi-election is likely. 
He also reported that NCC have been debating Local Government Reform. The Council have voted to undertake the work required for putting the option to include Gedling and Broxtowe in the city, to the Government as their preferred option. He believed that the City Council, do not want that model and are submitting their own model of increasing the city boundary to include parts of all adjacent districts, rather than taking any in totally. The Parish Council expressed concern that there seemed to have been decisions taken by both parties, before the public consultation had closed.

7. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
a. Safer Neighbourhood Group
GP had attended and raised the matter of the fires at One Acre. There was very little to note from the meeting.

8. To consider matters related to flooding 
There was nothing to report.

9. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
The clerk had received 3 reports of smell from lorries since the last meeting.

10. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
JM reported there had been a fire in August with the fire service in attendance, but having been out at the time she didn’t find out until the day after, she did however get an incident number.

11. To consider adopting an IT policy
The clerk explained that the new Practitioners Guide includes Assertion 10 which will be included on the next AGAR form. It covers digital and data compliance and in order to answer yes to the statement, the council must have an IT policy as well as the dedicated emails and Gov.uk domain. The Government Digital Service has provided a model which was considered, but it required a point of contact. MM offered to be the IT point of contact.

RESOLVED: To make MM the IT point of contact. 
(proposed: LH, seconded: GP, carried unanimously)

RESOLVED: To adopt the policy having inserted the point of contact.
(proposed: MM, seconded: LH, carried unanimously)

12. To set a date for an Autumn litter pick
It was agreed that a litter pick take place at 10am on 25th October. The clerk was asked to poster on the noticeboard and website and MM was asked to circulate it on the Whatsapp group.

13. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
MM reported having attended the last meeting. They explained the registration process and impressed upon those present the importance of submitting a response and getting residents to respond.
b. Devising a response to the planning application
The clerk read out an email from JPAG stating that the consultant had said it was OK to use the comments submitted to Elements Green in the response to the Planning Inspectorate. The clerk was asked to check the consultation response was up to date and still relevant, then to register those comments as an interested party.

14. To consider responding to the following correspondence:
a. NSDC – register of members interests
The clerk had circulated a request from NSDC to check that all the information in the register was up to date. Councillors each confirmed all remained unchanged.
b. Notts ALC – training schedule
The clerk had recirculated information on the latest training and asked permission to attend two sessions. One was Assertion 10 training, for which she had since found a free alternative provider, the other was an update to website accessibility training costing £10. There is £5 in the ring fenced training budget so this would mean unbudgeted spend of £5 plus the clerks hours. There was some debate as to whether this was necessary. It was agreed that the Assertion 10 training be completed but that the accessibility be left for this year whilst hours are tight due to the solar farm. MM offered to run a check on the website’s accessibility and if needed the clerk offered to address issues IF she had any hours unused at the year end.
c. Notts CC – Government reorganisation toolkit
This was noted. The clerk had already put the consultation on the website as a news item. It was agreed that a poster should go in the noticeboard and MM was asked to put a message out via the Whatsapp group.
d. Resident – litter bin at the South of the village
Over the bank holiday MM took a telephone call complaining about the litter bin over flowing and the clerk then received an email expressing the same complaint. This had been reported to NSDC immediately after the holiday and the bin has since been emptied. However, the clerk and the chair then received a further email stating it was a safety hazard to traffic and pedestrians as well as unsightly and overflowing, thus requesting that it be re-sited. LH offered to contact the resident and find out who their point of contact had been at NSDC since they had given been conflicting information about siting it further away from properties – until this was known the matter could not proceed.

JM gave apologies for having to leave the meeting at this point.

e. Norwell Parish Council – Norwell United Charities
The clerk reported that Norwell Council clerk had been in touch to ask if Carlton would nominate a Trustee for Norwell United Charities, which they hope to re-activate. The clerk confirmed that there had not been a Trustee during her time at the council and she had not been able to find anything about this from a search of the minutes passed on by the previous clerk suggesting it had not been active since December 2003. LH was aware of a charity by another name which had been active in 2018. No-one volunteered to stand as a Trustee.




15. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The clerk apologised for the late circulation and displayed the information for those who hadn’t seen it prior to the meeting. The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To note the recent pay agreement for staff on NJC contracts
The clerk had circulated the details of an NJC pay agreement which would entitle contracted staff to a pay rise back dated to 1st April 2025. This was noted.
c. To note the August payment to the clerk
Given the new lower NIC threshold the clerk, under delegated authority, had calculated the relevant back pay and the new rate of pay going forward, reported an August payment to HMRC and set up a bank payment for August. However, this had only been authorised by one councillor so had not been paid which meant that two payments would be required in September and may trigger employers NIC. 
The clerk also reported having received a change of tax code for immediate use.
d. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages TBC
The clerk submitted a timesheet for 14 hours 30 minutes in July and 10 hours 38 minutes in August. Both months were under the contracted 20 hours and therefore pay would be the contracted amount, with a total of 20 hours now in reserve for year-end activity.
ii. Clerk’s expenses – Newsletter printing
The clerk reported having printed the newsletter through the village hall as their cost per page was lower so this was in fact an invoice of £1.50 from the village hall, not a payment to the clerk for expenses.

RESOLVED: To make these payments.
(proposed LH, seconded GH, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)


16. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk tabled a copy of Clerks and Councils Direct and Lengthsman Local for circulation.
ME tendered her resignation having completed 15 years of service and feeling the need to reduce her commitments. LH thanked her for her work as councillor and expressed regret that her experience would be much missed.

17. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be on 7th October at 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 21.30
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