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GUNTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting Held on 
Wednesday 22nd April 2026 at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Tony Everington (Chair), Lesley Jeffery (Vice Chair), Chris Cope, Ray George, Nick Hill, Lyn Palmer
In Attendance: Naomi Cope (NC – Clerk), Cllr Jackson, 3 MOPs

	Year and Minute
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	
	Public participation: 
MOP questioned the decision for the removal of the dog bin opposite Fearon Close and asked if a litter bin could be placed next to the bench instead for rubbish.  The MOP asked why daffodil bulbs are being placed on the bridlepath as it is too narrow and they are getting trampled.  He said the path is not wide enough and is being made narrower with the plants and hedge.  The MOP questioned the new nature reserve signs about dog waste, but Cllr George explained that the signs are needed to show that not picking up dog waste is a fineable offence.  MOP said that there weren’t enough signs asking people to not drop litter and use refuse bins appropriately.  MOP asked whether there is going to be a dog bin at the nature reserve, but Cllr Cope explained that the Council will not empty a dog bin in the nature reserve but there is an alternative plan to address the situation on the agenda.
A MOP has taken pictures of the bridlepath gates downstream, which are not useable by horse riders – he has looked into who owns the land and who to contact about repairs / replacements – he suggested the Council or Canal and River Trust.  

	197/26
	To receive and accept apologies for absence:  Cllr Kent sent her apologies.

	198/26
	To receive and note declarations of interest: It was noted that Cllr Cope’s wife is the clerk. None others noted.

	199/26
	To accept as a true record of the meeting the Minutes of the previous meeting: 
Minutes from the meeting held on 25th March 2026 were accepted as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.

	200/26
	To receive and note reports from District and County Councillors: 
Cllr Jackson said that the gates on the riverside are tow paths not bridlepaths, so are probably under the Canal and River Trust rather than the Council (see discussion in Public participation above.)  
He reported that the Council have put more money into road repairs and Main Street is definitely on the list.  He suggested the PC keep writing to David Langford about the junction improvements.  He updated about Brake’s Farm – the Environment Agency say the owners have a permit to tip waste that they are going to use and therefore the Council are not able to do anything more about it.  Cllr George clarified that the license is only for a 12-month period and will have to be moved after that time. ACTION: NC to find out when the license was issued.

	201/26
	Planning: 
a. Applications: None at time of writing agenda

b. Decisions: 26/00133/LDCP| Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed extension to outbuilding to accommodate gym and hobbies studio| The Firs Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ES: Certificate Issued

26/00115/LDCP| Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed conversion of an existing stables to a habitable space| Chestnuts 5 Trentside Gunthorpe NG14 7FB: Certificate Issued

25/01896/FUL| Use of land for the stationing of a Caravan| Land At Stream Side Stables Lowdham Road Gunthorpe: Refused

25/01443/HOUSE| Conversion of outbuilding to self contained office space.| Riverlands 38 Main Street Gunthorpe NG14 7EU: Application Permitted

	202/26
	Financial Matters:
a. Clerk pay for April NOTED, Village Hall Grant NOTED, Payment for dogs on leads signs NOTED.  Payment for Easter eggs for Easter egg hunt APPROVED.  It was resolved to go ahead with the Zurich insurance quote as the other company that NC approached was not able to provide another quote.
b. To approve monthly bank reconciliation: APPROVED by the Chair. 
c. Fixed assets register APPROVED
d. Internal auditor engaged for AGAR 26-27. APPROVED

	203/26
	Environmental Matters/Nature reserve: Cllr Hill asked if Cllr Jeffery could liaise with Richard about the instalment of the wooden bench in the nature reserve.  The picnic table has been installed.  Cllr Cope said that they need to get an installation fee from Richard to approve at a PC meeting.  Cllr Hill suggested a waste bin on the entrance to the nature reserve on the tow path side.  Cllr Hill said he would empty the bin as the Council will not empty a bin that far from the road.  Cllr Cope suggested that the bin, bench and signs all be installed at the same time.  Cllr Jeffery has a Glasdon magazine with bins etc in and suggested ordering it from there.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk99437853]204/26
	Flood Resilience Scheme: Cllr George has a meeting with Ross from the Flood team and Matt from Via about the drainage near Fuller’s and the junction.  They are looking at the Hall Dyke and drainage in the area before Main Street is resurfaced.  There are also more flood wardens for A6097.  The flooding and drainage opposite Hobson’s Acre has been reported.

	205/26
	Highways and public rights of way:  A MOP has complained to Cllr Palmer about the parking around the flats on Pasture View, which occurs on both sides of the road and would stop emergency vehicles getting through.  ACTION: NC to write a letter to N&S about the problems with parking and ask whether anything can be done.

	206/26
	Village Hall, playing field and play park: NC has written to the Council about repairs for the park equipment, but their contractor has stopped trading so they cannot currently quote for repairs.  There is a Grant Fund for equipment, which requires match funding.  Cllr Jeffery has spoken to someone about cleaning and repairing play parks. ACTION: NC to ask whether Ben Rawsthorn (N&S) could quote for cleaning of the play park. 
Concrete bases for a bench and the bin are being put down at the front of the Village Hall next week.  
Cllr Cope has got the Stop the Bleed kits approved for Gunthorpe and Caythorpe and will distribute when they arrive.

	207/26
	Marston Riverside: Cllr George said that the purchase of the land at Marston’s should be put to the village at the Open Meeting to see what people think.  The meeting needs to be publicised on Facebook and leaflets need to be put through each door.  ACTION: NC to write a letter to the village on Facebook and the noticeboards. Cllr George will ask Flood Team volunteers to deliver them in each area.

	208/26
	Policy approval: Health and Safety Policy was ADOPTED.

	209/26
	100 year bridge celebrations:  Cllr Jeffery suggested mentioning the celebrations at the Open Meeting and then setting up a separate meeting to organise what needs to be done in preparation for next year.

	210/26
	Open Meeting: Agenda will comprise of discussion re Marston’s land and mention of 100 year celebration of the bridge.

	211/26
	To note and discuss correspondence received: All sent out electronically by the clerk. No further action required.

	212/26
	AOB and matters for next agenda: NC explained that Paul Jeffery has agreed to take the minutes next month.  Cllr Cope said that he still wishes to stand as a Councillor next year, but he will not be present at the May meeting.

	213/26
	Private and confidential: None

	214/26
	Close at 20.21






Approved by the Chair on Wednesday 27th May 2026, Signed:


