Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
2nd August 2021
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.30
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr G Ridley

Cllr J Clark
	Cllr M Hodgson

Cllr C Moore

Cllr I Stott

Cllr M Forrest
	Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders

Cllr I Hutchinson - County



	
	108/21
	Apologies for absence - Cllr T Christie, Cllr J Hunt, Cllr J Elliott

	
	109/21
	Public Questions There were no questions.

	
	110/21
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	111/21
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 5th July 2021 

PROPOSED  Cllr I Stott                      SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                          AGREED                                                                   

	
	112/21
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda
Covid Archive – A steering group is to be set up and a meeting organised with interested parties.
The Chief Constable, Chief Commissioner, Inspector Neill and Simon Packham (Northumberland County Council) have been invited to a meeting.

	
	113/21
	Northumberland County Council
113/21.01 Report from County Councillor – Cllr Hutchinson reported that money has been set aside, through the Borderlands scheme, for named market towns, including Haltwhistle, to apply to. They need to fit the criteria which includes rejuvenation of the town to create more jobs and attract more visitors.

Cllr Sanderson is to visit parishes in the area, and it was agreed to invite him to meet at his earliest convenience. The issue of education is foremost in members minds and so the Education Portfolio holder will be invited too.
113/21.02 Local Transport Plan – The 3 priorities included for this year are:
1. The zebra crossing at the Co-op to be changed to a pedestrian crossing.

2. The speed bumps on Comb Hill to be filled in and 20mph placed at either end of the road.

3. A 20mph limit on all areas of the town that are currently 30mph.

These priorities may be considered so members agreed they would like to keep them on for 2022-23.

PROPOSED  Cllr I Stott                      SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                          AGREED                                                                   

	
	114/21
	Grounds Meeting
114/21.01 Orchard Gardens – The solicitors have written to say that the extra searches for water and drainage would incur more costs. Members felt that as there are only 4 fairly, small parcels of land and the houses will already have completed searches, it was not necessary to conduct the extra searches.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr C Moore                          AGREED
Linden Homes have also asked for an ‘Embarrassment Clause’ to be included so that, in the event of the council ever selling the land, Linden Homes would be entitled to a share of the profit if it was built upon. The solicitor has not had the wording of this yet. Members will consider it once received but, agreed that the clause would probably be accepted
114/21.02 Asset Transfer of Toilets - There is still concern over the electric. An application to Northern Powergrid for a schematic drawing to see where the cable is, has been sent. A request for an increase in the funding for the renovation from NCC has also been sent as the costs to material and labour will have greatly increased since the original estimate.
114/21.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities – the gate on the Burn footpath by The Military Road has been removed. Duncan Lovatt, from NCC, has replaced it and will invoice £90 to the Council to pay for it. The Council were grateful for the fast action from Duncan.
The members agreed to pay this cost.

PROPOSED  Cllr A Sharp                      SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED
114/21.04 Public Seating and Bus Shelters – no matters
114/21.05 Other Grounds Matters
· A request has been received for a ‘No Through Road’ sign at the road that leads up through Lees Hall Farm. Members agreed to check that this road is not a BOAT with Duncan Lovatt and then ask Andy Olive (NCC) if it is feasible.
· Cllr Hodgson reported that the bin outside Beanos, which can take dog waste, is causing offence to the diners who sit outside because of the smell. Members discussed this and agreed that both that bin and the one across the road on the opposite corner are in disrepair and could both be removed, and a wheelie bin fitted. The clerk will contact NCC to ask if they are happy with this and if so, the cemetery staff will be instructed to remove the bins.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Hodgson                      SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED
· A child has been hurt by the small gate in the Comb Hill Under 6 play area. The gate is designed so that children cannot open it and get out onto the road. Cllr M Ridley, along with the cemetery staff, have been to inspect the gate and loosened the spring. They have also padlocked the double gates as requested in the Rospa Report. The incident will be filed with the insurers.
· The tender process for the cycle track has been extended and tenders will be looked at on 23rd August. The NNPA date for the grant is 8th September.
· One of the drains in Westlands is blocked. NCC are sending the gully team to have a look.
· The details for the Covid monument are with NCC planning to determine if it will need planning permission or not.

	
	115/21
	Representation Appointments

Haltwhistle Renewable Energy Project Steering Group – Cllr John Clark volunteered for this role.
The clerk has been informed that these meetings will be held on Zoom. Cllr Clark was asked if he was still prepared to be the representative and, agreed he would manage.

	
	116/21
	Policing in Haltwhistle

Cllr Sharp read out the report.

	
	117/21
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

There has been quite a bit of interest so the clerk will contact everyone and organise a meeting to get the steering group up and running.

	GR
	118/21


	Planning Applications
21/02589/TPO – 6 Beech Grove – Leyland Trees height reduction  - No Objection

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr I Stott                       AGREED
21/02741 – 8 Meadow View, single storey wrap around extension – No Objection PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr I Stott                       AGREED
21/02906 – Bridge House, Shield Hill – conversion to create holiday flat. No Objection

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr C Moore                     AGREED
21/02050 – Hougill, Tyneview – parking to create. GR Declared an interest.
The members agreed to object to this application as the access out onto the main road caused much concern.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley   SECONDED Cllr C Moore         AGREED with 1 abstention from J Clark.                                                                   

	
	
	118/21.01 Determined and Other Planning Matters 

21/100177 – 14 Comb Hill Road - GRANTED

	
	119/21
	Reports on Financial Matters          
The payments were approved with the following amendments:
G Treloar - £50, HSLC amount is £2088, HDJBC inspection is £146.70, £90 for gate.

[image: image1.emf]119/21.01 Bank and cash balances as at 27th July 2021

Current Account 53,980.89

TOTAL 53,980.89

Receipts Received Included above

119/21.02 JBC 520.00Insurance for digger and trailer

JBC 221.25Share of NCC HR Services

Henshaw PC 1095 boxes dog bags purchsed

850.25

Not included above

JBC  635.68PAYE,Pension

635.68

Pay \method Incl VAT

119/21.03 Accounts for payment 2nd Aug 2021 £ Included in Balance Above

Ritemix Direct Pay 310.49Plants for planters outside Hospital

Cartmell Shepherd Direct Pay 400Payment on account

Mrs S M Saunders Exp Direct Pay 32.42Stationery - Amazon

JRB Enterprises Direct Pay 571.20New bin and 20 boxes of bags

Peter Stott Direct Pay 40.00Clearing after container removed

1,354.11

Not Included in Balance Above

PPH Direct Pay 41.77concrete, paint

NCC 90.00New gate on Burn footpath

H&DJBC Direct Pay 146.70June Inspections

HS&LC Direct Pay 2,088.00Extra Grant

HDJBC - G Treloar Direct Pay 80.00Goal Posts

Monthly Agreed Amounts 3,261.30Approx

5,707.77

TOTAL FOR APPROVAL 7,061.88


PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                            SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                  AGREED 
119/21.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 26th July 2021 – noted

	
	120/21
	Mechanics Institute – The library.
Cllr G Ridley produced a report with suggestions for using the library as an internet hub. It was pointed out that the original reason for this building was to provide education for the town. It was agreed to ask NCC if the report could be included in the feasibility study of the library currently being conducted.

	
	121/21
	Report from Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre 
 To consider ongoing support for the maintenance of the football field – this is no longer required.

	
	122/21
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee Report and resolutions arising     
To consider the report received from Mr Paul Foote, on behalf of Northumberland County Council, with regard to the request from Melkridge Parish Council to leave the Burial Committee and the JBC requesting Melkridge accept the constitution and pay their due fees. 

Members were informed of the amendments that the Burial Committee had agreed and supported their comments.

PROPOSED  Cllr I Stott                   SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                        AGREED 

	
	123/21
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting
The date of Tuesday 7th September at 3pm has been agreed for the tribute to Diana Robison. The clerk will liaise with Cllr G Ridley to send out invites. It was agreed to provide tea, coffee and cake in the library afterwards. The clerk will notify The Courant.

Members agreed to nominate Ruth Boyd for Love Northumberland with all the work and effort she has contributed to the town through the pandemic.

The school have invited members to their open day on 24th September. Members to inform the clerk if they wish to attend.                          

	
	124/21
	Other Matters

· The Partnership are holding drop-ins all this week before they begin their regular Tuesday morning ones. 

· Ellen asked that the council contact the Health Centre to find out when face to face appointments would begin again. It was agreed to write to the Health Centre and to also ask why many residents are sent through to Corbridge rather than being treated in Haltwhistle.
· Cllr M Ridley suggested the Council purchase two iron soldiers for the entrances of Haltwhistle in time for Remembrance Day. This will go on the next agenda.


	
	125/21


	Dates and times of next meetings

Town Council Meeting - Monday 6th September 2021 Monthly Council meeting from 6.00pm in Room 3, Haltwhistle Library.
Monday 23rd August – 10.00am – Grounds Meeting.


Signed Chair:                                                       Date:  6th September 2021                           Page 2 of 3

