


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 6th February 2024 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr F Mear, Cllr J Mear and T Grimes (Clerk) 

1. To consider any apologies for absence
MH gave apologies due to working away and ME gave apologies for health reasons. Both were approved.
CCllr BL gave apologies due to ill health and DCllr SM gave apologies having another meeting to attend.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages. 

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 2nd January 2024 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.
The minutes of the flood meeting were also approved for display.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no members of the public present.
MM reported that a resident enquired about a tree that had fallen and been removed but the brash had been left in the ditch. It was suggested this be reported as poor practice given the flooding issues.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
Flooding matters: 
LH had used the WhatsApp group to ask residents to provide complaint reference codes as evidence that Severn Trent issues had been reported repeatedly over a long period. The clerk has received one set of codes (3 calls) relating to storm Henk. MM noted that another resident had informed the council numerous times about complaining to Severn Trent so whether or not there were codes, there would be dates on the emails. It was felt that little further could be done without more evidence.
The clerk reported having contacted all parties re- flooding issues. 
The fire service have yet to respond and the clerk has asked for a different contact email address following the flood debrief meeting. 
NSDC environmental health said that they can only get onto Severn Trent if they have sufficient complaints and at the time of contact the parish council had been the only one on the system. Residents were informed of this via the WhatsApp flood group by MM.
Severn Trent rang to find out what maps were needed. They will provide them but they too said everyone must report every incident to ensure a full picture of the problem is evident on their system. 
The Internal Drainage Board have supplied a map of their dikes in the area. The clerk understood from a resident that the missing inspection cover near to The Croft driveway had been replaced so there had not been a request for this to be inspected. 
Highways have issued a map showing gullies and inlets with lots of dots on top of each other and no means of zooming in. Councillors asked if a larger version could be requested.
MM and the clerk attended a debrief meeting on storm Henk at which communities fed back what had been helpful and what needed to improve in future responses. The various organisations explained their actions and why they couldn’t achieve more. Hopefully the information will help to improve future responses.
GH asked if there was any progress on the storm Babet s19 investigations. The clerk was able to say that they had been delayed by storm Henk, but no more details were known at present. 
It was suggested that this be kept on the agenda as a specific item to ensure it doesn’t get forgotten.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
Neither were present.

7. To consider electing a new Safer Neighbourhoods Rep
MH will be working away for a while and felt it appropriate to stand down as rep. At present no-one felt able to take this on but as DCllr SM attends it was felt Carlton would remain represented and informed.

8. To consider D-Day celebrations
The village hall has booked a singer for 1st June at 1pm. They will do 2 sessions of 45 minutes with a break. It will cost £185 and the committee hope that the parish council will consider donating towards the cost. They intend to serve tea and cakes, put up a few display items and create a commemorative area for residents to provide details of any relatives who served in WWII. They will be encouraging 1940’s attire but don’t have the people required to make this a bigger event, but would be happy for the council to extend this event with other activities if they wish.
LH suggested that contacts of hers would be happy to bring along some vintage vehicles so it was suggested that the council be represented at the next village hall meeting for joint planning. It was confirmed that the council had previously set a budget of £100. LH and GH offered to attend the meeting.
Lighting a beacon was discussed but it was decided that this would not be undertaken. 

9. To consider matters relating to Great North Road Solar Park
a. Dates of meetings
The clerk informed council that the developers had agreed to attend prior to the March council meeting. It was also noted that the public consultation had been confirmed for 8th February. Households should have received a postcard inviting them to attend. The clerk asked whether the councillors wanted to attend as a body prior to the 2pm start as per an invitation from the developers. It was felt this was unnecessary as each planned to attend at a time to suit throughout the day. 
The clerk also reported there would be a meeting of the affected parishes to discuss the consultation on 7th February; LH and the clerk would be attending. 
b. Public consultation
The clerk noted that the public meeting on 8th February would be the opportunity to raise questions but that the closing date for responses was 27th February meaning that the next council meeting was too late. There was some discussion as to whether a response was necessary at this stage.
LH had attended the consultation meeting at Laxton and also an online meeting. She recommended councillors went on the website to look at the presentations prior to Thursday’s meeting so that they were prepared with questions to ask.
There was some discussion as to whether an extraordinary meeting was necessary to devise a response but it was felt that this being non-statutory consultation this would not be good use of council funds.
It was suggested that a brief response be submitted noting the main concerns of
size, impact on the community, loss of farmland and the associated impact on workers, lack of detail around flood mitigation measures. It should state that the consultation meeting falls after one council meeting and the deadline for responses is before the next meeting – financial constraints prevent holding extra meetings to gather 
public opinion and devise a representative response. 
The clerk also asked whether any councillors wanted to take up the invitation to attend a site visit to a local operational solar farm.

RESOLVED: To submit the suggested response.
(proposed MM, seconded LH, carried unanimously)

FM gave apologies for having to leave early and excused himself from the meeting.

c. Site visit to a functioning solar farm.
The clerk asked if anyone wanted to take up the developers offer to visit a solar farm. LH, MM, GH and the clerk were interested and asked for a date to be requested.

There was also some discussion regarding the NG+ funding attached to the Solar development. It was felt that the benefit for Carlton would be very limited. The village hall and church may be able to apply for funding but having no land the council would have limited ability to spend any funding.

10. To consider ways to spend the remaining CIL money 
The clerk reported having spoken to NSDC, who has kindly offered to provide and install a bin at the South end of the village for free. There has also been a complication with the telephone kiosk, in that Highways were one of the companies approached to provide a quote for disconnection and have requested the land owners permission for access. Identifying ownership is proving difficult and may be costly. It would therefore appear that the above items have set the CIL plans back to the start with no viable projects. 
The clerk had raised the question of whether flood mitigation was an acceptable use of CIL money – purchasing items such as signs, cones and/or pumps that residents could borrow. NSDC have confirmed this would be acceptable.
The clerk had also looked into whether planters would be acceptable use of CIL money. There had been no response from NSDC yet but it looked likely from the Gov.uk website on CIL money and several clerks on the Facebook forum had used it for planting schemes.
It was suggested this be left on the agenda to see what comes from Flood training before any purchases were approved.

11. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. Notts CC – baby bank
The clerk had circulated details of the scheme for low cost nappies and clothing. It was agreed that this was quite an undertaking and not really something the council could take on with so few residents who had babies. 
12. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
This was checked and signed by the chair.
b. To note the new limit on s137 expenditure
The clerk informed council that The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities has announced that the limit for spending under section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 for 2024/25 will be £10.81 per elector.
c. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages and HMRC – usual amount plus overtime
The clerk had circulated details prior to the meeting. There was 6 ¾ hrs overtime from January and 2 still to pay from December.

RESOLVED: To approve the overtime worked and make the appropriate payments.
(proposed LH, seconded JM, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

13. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk tabled a copy of Clerks and Councils Direct.

14. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be 5th March 2024 at 7.30pm, preceded by a meeting at 7pm with the solar farm developers.

The meeting closed at 21.20
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