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Hothfield Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Wednesday 3rd  Nov 2021 at 7.00pm at The Bluebells Children’s Centre.
1. Present     
Mr I Lloyd (Chair), Mr G Cox, Mr R Vernon
Mrs M Norris (Clerk) 

2. Apologies
Mr Cook, Mrs M Merrion, Mrs P Sutcliffe Apologies were also received from Cllr C Bell due to a prior commitment.      
3. Declaration of Interests 

There were no Declarations of Interest. 
4. Borough Councillor’s report
There was no report.
5. Minutes and Matters Arising
5.1   Minutes of October 2021
The chairman amended the draft minutes via manuscript that were previously issued via the clerk
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meetings of held on 5th October 2021 be approved and confirmed as true records. 

5.2   Matters Arising 
5.2.1  Minutes of November Meeting. Cllr Lloyd suggested that the complaints procedure be made available both on the HPC website and in the Hothfield News. The Clerk will arrange this.                                                       
   5.2.2  Submissions to the Planning Department. The Chairman agreed that all submissions to the    planning department resulting from an application discussed at a parish council meetings should be distributed to all Councillors. Also that the results of the voting for each planning application, be it for, against and abstain, should also be recorded on the minutes  It was agreed that an electronic copy of the return for 21/01616/AS Hothfield Service Station would be sent out with the minutes.                                                                                                                 ACTION MN 
6. Public Interval:

No members of the public were in attendance. 
7. Planning matters
7.1 Planning applications received

7.1.1  21/01719/AS Hurst Hill Farm, Pluckley Road  
Prior notification for the change of use as an agricultural building and land within its curtilage to a larger residential dwelling with associated operational development. 

Following discussion members voted 1 in favour 2 abstain 

Resolved Hothfield PC will support the application 

7.1.2. Land West and Rear of Thanet Terrace, The Street, Hothfield , Kent 

 Construction of a 1.5 storey dwelling and car port including access, parking, landscaping and other associated works (re previous submission 20/01644/AS) 

 Hothfield PC considered the above application and felt that this application had many of the same concerns that were raised previously against 20/01644/AS. Access to the property was a concern with no one seemingly knowing who owns the track and a lack of room on the track to allow passing vehicles . HOU5. Preservation of the biodiversity /Stodmarsh  were all areas discussed by councillors. 

Members voted: 2 objecting 1 abstain 
Resolution Cllr Cox will draft a letter for the Planning Officers.  A copy of the letter will be sent to all Councillors for comment prior to submission. 




ACTION GC 
7.2   Other planning matters 

7.2.1 Although Hothfield PC were not a consultee on the retrospective application below. The PC did          wish to submit a formal comment via the Planning Portal. 
        21/01805/AS Mercury Windows Ltd, Maidstone Road.

  Erection of 2 metre high security fencing (retrospective)
  Hothfield Parish Council objects to this retrospective planning application
         7.2 .2 21/00227/TC  Garden House, Church Lane, Hothfield  

                 Works to trees in a conservation area. Reduction to tip canopy to remove dead wood
                Resolved: No comments required by HPC 
8.   Borough Councillors Report 

      No report. 
9. Financial report

9.1 Progress against the budget to date


       Councillors noted the payments in accordance with the budget
.
9.2 Payments in accordance with the budget
Resolved : 

The following payments were agreed in accordance with the budget
	Payments
	£

	M Norris (salary Oct)
	321.98

	K Marden (salary Oct )
	98.48

	K Marden (Additional hours) 
	8.91

	The Play Inspectorate Company 
	83.40

	EDF Direct Debit 
	9.00

	
	521.77

	
	

	Receipts
	£

	None received in the period
	0.00

	
	


Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £ 60,386.95  as at 13th October 2021

Balance (No 2  current account):  £  100.00
Balance (No 3 account):  £  1034.61
Balance (Youth Account):  £1,369.86

9.3  Review of Earmarked Funds for Year End 21/22
The clerk, in the absence of Cllr Merrion, discussed the earmarked funds. The chairman was in agreement with the suggested earmarking way forward. Although a confirmed ownership for the bus shelter (x2) was needed and the decision to retain or close the Youth account was deferred to another meeting. 
	Payments
	£

	Muga Maintenance 
	7549.34

	Bus Shelter
	651.60

	Garden Competition 
	490.02

	Village Projects /Maintenance 
	3381.88

	Fete
	1793.31

	Solar Fund  £16668.30 c/f  + £5837.20 In year 
	22’505.50

	Youth 
	2404.42

	
	

	
	£38776.07


9.4 Other financial matters

9.4.1  EDF Energy

Resolved  
The Council received correspondence from EDF Energy that the fixed business contract will end on 31 December 2021. It was agreed that the council would remain with EDF and renew onto the 12 month Easy Fix tariff. 
ACTION  MN
10.  Update on Fly tipping on the land opposite Coach Drive 
As yet, a quote for the removal of the waste had not been received from Biffa although the landowner had been made aware that the PC would like to see the quote with the intention of offering some kind of financial assistance. 

Diane Wakeling (KCC warden) was not at the meeting therefore HPC do not know whether discussions about a refuse freighter potentially being made available to the village was likely to happen or whether letters about the flytipping would be sent to residents of the village other than those in the affected road. 
11. 
Employment Contract Mr K Marden 
The clerk had prepared an updated contract for Mr Marden which would include an additional 6 hours a week for street cleansing and weeding within the village. The Chairman agreed the draft.  
Resolved  A new contract was issued. 
     12. 
Report on Hothfield works projects.

12.1 Fence Across the Green.  Item on hold until residents can discuss further at the Residents Village Solar Meeting this month. 
12.2 Highway Improvement works: See item 13
12.3 Painting of the Muga : Ongoing maintenance, The clerk will make arrangements for quotations.  

     13.
Highway Works Project  

The results from the speed survey undertaken in the village had been made available to the HPC. The chairman had considered the report and agreed that there was a speeding issue. How to best move forward on this could now be discussed at the residents meeting this month. The clerk agreed to make the results of the speed survey available to all resident by including it on the Hothfield Parish Council website.  










Action MN 

14. 
Hothfield Village Hall 

                The chairman would attend the next scheduled meeting as Cllr Merrion is unavailable. 
15
Christmas Planning

It was agreed that Hothfield village should host a Festive “Best Dressed House” competition open to all residents. The clerk will arrange for further details to be displayed on the website and the Hothfield Newsletter. The Chairman and Cllr Vernon agreed to judge the entries. The clerk would also speak with Kenny regarding decorating and lighting the Christmas tree at the Bluebells centre. 













Action MN 
   16.          Consideration of the first draft budget 2022 
The clerk advised that she would prepare the first draft of the budget and noted that it is currently unlikely that either the grant for concurrent functions or the support grant will be paid this year, the main driver of the precept is therefore the parish council’s on-going planned expenditure, plus consideration of the one-off projects.  The next stage of Budget work will be taken forward by the Finance committee. Progress will be by email with a zoom  meeting if needed. The Budget needs to be finalised and approved to meet the January 7th 2022 deadline for submitting the precept request to ABC. 

ACTION IL/PS/MM/MB

17. 
General Council Business 

17.1 Correspondence: All correspondence was circulated as received
17.2  GDPR  No GDPR issues.
17.3  MUGA  See item 12
17.4 Hothfield Newsletter Nothing to report
17.5 Hothfield Village Hall It was brough to the attention of the PC that a recent hirer of the hall had been the target of crime and antisocial behaviour by a group of youths. The incident had been reported to the authorities and the PCSO had been in touch.  
17.6 Parish Council Vacancies 3 vacancies remained on the PC. The clerk requested that the chairman highlight the vacancies at the residents meeting this month.  
17.7 PCSO Report- All PCSO correspondence was circulated as received.   
18.           Forum for Exchange of Information 
18.1 Cllr Vernon reported the condition of the bank at Chapel Road which was missing a significant amount of earth and as a consequence crumbling and slipping.  
18.2 The Chairman felt that a meeting in the new year between the PCSO, KCC Warden, Residents and PC would be beneficial to look at ways to stop the anti-social behaviours currently happening in the village.  
19 . 
Items for the next meeting
19.1 Review of Salary K Marden 

Date of next meetings
1st December 2021  
The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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Parish Council meeting 3rd November 2021



Chairman’s Initial……………….

