Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for Urgent Matters Only
held at 7pm on Tuesday 7th January 2025 at the Village Hall
Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Wright, Cllr Betts, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks
Attendance:  Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

	25.1
	Member Absences – none 

	25.2
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
Cllr Morley for planning application DC/24/04738
Cllr Mitson for planning application DC/24/05394


	25.3
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 3rd December 2024
Those present at the meeting unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting for the above dates were an accurate record, and the Chair signed a copy.


	25.4
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks delivered his report to those in attendance and a copy can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/
In addition to the report, Cllr HIcks confirmed approval of £550 towards the Village Hall broadband project.
A member of the public questioned Cllr Hicks on the issue of potholes.  There is also concern of heavy vehicles contributing to road damage, and damage to the two fire hydrants in Crowfield Road due to verge erosion.  Cllr Hicks recommended that all issues are reported via the Highways portal which is the appropriate platform so concerns can be officially logged and followed up by the relevant area.

District Councillor Nick Hardingham not in attendance but a copy of his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/


	25.5
	Contributions by Members of the Public
Query raised on whether Council had been asked to suggest road names for the new development ‘Homestead Park’.  Chair confirmed that Council haven’t been asked but will contact Orbit Housing – ACTION Clerk


	25.6
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25.6.3

	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications 
DC/24/04738 | Householder Application - Construction of solar panels to roof of an outbuilding. | Sweetbrier Barn Debenham Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6BZ – due to declared non-pecuniary interest Cllr Morley left the meeting.  The overall sentiment towards the application was neutral.

DC/24/05056 | Planning Application - Construction of 3no dwellings following demolition of an existing barn (following approval under Class Q DC/23/02404 and planning permission DC/24/03033). | Mill Green Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal IP14 6BZ – members raised concern that the proposed development did not represent a repurposing of the existing agricultural building with an agricultural look in keeping with the countryside setting, but instead 3 new inappropriate residential properties in a rural setting. All members unanimously agreed to object against this application.

DC/24/05344 | Householder Application - Erection of two storey side, single storey rear and single storey front extensions and erection of detached cart lodge. | Yew Tree Cottage Mill Green Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA – the property owner was in attendance and confirmed that the original garage will be retained.  The owner of the neighbouring property, also present, raised concerns about a potential reduction in light to their property due to the Cart Lodge.  Whilst there was no objection to the property being extended, concerns were raised about the height of the development.  All members voted neutral on the application. 

DC/24/05381 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/03603 - Condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy) | Mill Cottage Mill Green Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA – no comment for this application.

DC/24/05394 | Planning Application. Change of use and conversion of agricultural building to 1no self-build residential dwelling. | Elm Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal IP14 6AE – due to declared non-pecuniary interest Cllr Mitson left the meeting.  All members voted neutral for this application. 

Decision Notices
DC/24/04679 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/01986 - Condition 7 (Materials) | Wood Farm Crowfield Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AW – granted

DC/24/04720 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/03386 - Condition 2 (Timber Frame Works), Condition 3 (Agreement of Materials) and Condition 4 (External Doors) | Angel Hill Farm Norwich Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5DN – granted

DC/24/05093 | Application for Works to Trees subject to Tree Preservation Order MS361/W1 - The woodland belt of trees that are over hanging the Mews need to be cut back 2.5M back to the boundary line of the fence. 2 ash trees that need pruning back and also 3 field maples that need pruning back to the boundary line, finally 1 small dead elder in the laurel bush under one of the ash trees to be removed. | The Mews Stowmarket Road Stonham Aspal Suffolk – granted

Other planning matters – there were no other planning matters.


	25.7

25.7.1







25.7.2

25.7.2


	Finance

Authorisation of payments – were agreed and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Mullings:
Clerk salary for November £337.54
Clerk office expenses for printing £2.49
HMRC P30 £189.40
Office expenses MS subscription £59.99
SALC training for Cllr Brooks £76.80
SALC training for Cllr Wright £42.00

To review expenditure against budget as at 31st December 2024 – approved.

To review the bank reconciliation as at 31st December 2024 – approved and signed by the Chair and Cllr Mullings.


	25.8

25.8.1

25.8.2

	Governance 

Agree of budget for 2025/26 – approved.

Agree Precept for 2025/26 – members agreed to raise the precept to £7,000.00.  The precept form was completed and signed by the Chair and Clerk.


	25.9
	To consider and approve Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding applications
Confirm receipt of an application from Stonham Aspal Football Club.  However, it was agreed beneficial for members to have a site inspection to provide a clearer understanding of the vision of the club and help facilitate a more informed discussion moving forward.


	25.10

25.10.1




25.10.2







25.10.3


25.10.4
	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan – Cllr Morley
The working party are making good progress in gathering relevant data and preparing for the first draft of their findings. Presenting the draft at the Council meeting in March will give an opportunity for feedback and further refinement. 

Mickfield speed change – Cllr Wright
Discussion regarding traffic speed limits in the area, particularly with the proposal to extend the 30mph zone or introduce a countdown to 30mph. Cllr Hardingham suggested that Cllr Emberson should meet with the Chair of Mickfield Parish Council to discuss the issue and clarify how our proposed plan wouldn't negatively affect Mickfield PC's request for a 40mph limit. Cllr Emberson will reach out to the Chair and provide an update at the next meeting.

Recreation ground – Cllr Betts
To obtain quotes for replacing the current surface.

Village road closure – Cllr Emberson
No update.


	25.11
	To note any communications
· Agreed precept at £7,000k 
· 1st draft of the People and Place Plan 
· CIL application reminder with a deadline of 4th February for consideration on 4th March

To ensure that communications are submitted to the Ten Village News and Stonham Aspal Village Magazine on time each month and to maintain consistency, members agreed that the Clerk will submit Parish Council news updates after each Council meeting but before the 10th of month for publication in the following month.  The Clerk will also report via Facebook and update the Parish Council website.  
It was agreed that all members are to review suggested communications and revert to Clerk prior to the mentioned deadline.


	25.12
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting
Cllr Emberson reported the following:
· No response received from MSDC in relation to his personal complaint, will now investigate submitting a 2nd stage complaint. 
· Confirmed he will change the speed indicator device batteries over the next 2-3 days
· The Council are now on the list for posts to erect the 2nd speed indicator device


	25.13
	Next parish meeting arranged for
4th February 2025 – urgent matters only


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 9.17pm



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 21/01/2025
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