MEDSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 11th August 2015 at 2.00pm
at Medstead Village Hall.
PRESENT: Councillors Roy Pullen (Chairman), Peter Fenwick, Stan Whitcher, Mike Smith and Deborah Jackson (non-voting).  There were no members of the public present.  
Also present: Miss Katie Knowles (Clerk). 
15.32 OPEN SESSION
Councillor Jackson updated the Committee on a number of current planning issues: 

· Planning enforcement have been informed that steel fabrication is still continuing on Hattingley Road. 

· EHDC are unlikely to take any further action regarding the pig farm and have suggested an alternative route for the Parish Council to pursue.

· The temporary planning permission for a site in the Parish may have expired. Councillor Jackson will follow this up with EHDC and confirm the position. 
15.33 APOLOGIES  
There were no apologies for absence. All were present.
15.34 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Whitcher declared a non-statutory personal interest in item 7c (Minute reference 15.38c) as he is a neighbour of the applicant and proposal address. He did not participate in the discussion or decision concerning the application. 
15.35 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on the 8th July 2015, previously circulated were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
15.36 CHAIRMANS REPORT 
The Chairman reported that:
· EHDC have confirmed they will not be challenging the CALA homes appeal decision.

· The Parish have been notified that Mr & Mrs Burnett,  The Orchard, Soldridge Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5JF have appealed against the District Council’s imposition of conditions. 
· Planning Application 21957/010 - Plot east of Highmead, Boyneswood Lane, Medstead was granted planning permission by EHDC on 6 August 2015. 

· The Neighbourhood Plan Submission Plan will be submitted to EHDC at the end of the week (14/8/15).

15.37 EHDC DECISION NOTICES 
The following decisions were noted by the Committee: 
a) 56130 - 82A Lymington Bottom Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5EP

Proposal: Single storey rear extension, front porch, and proposed car port/log store to existing garage

Decision: PERMISSION         

b) 56153 - 3 Crown Wood, Lymington Bottom Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5FN

Proposal: Conservatory to rear

Decision: PERMISSION         

c) 56101 - North Lea, 69 Lymington Bottom Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5EP

Proposal: Single storey extension to side and rear 

Decision: PERMISSION     
d) 21570/005 - Grosvenor Croft, Grosvenor Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5JE

Proposal: Prior Notification - oak framed garage for storage of agricultural vehicles

Decision: PRIOR APPROVAL IS REQUIRED AND REFUSED                      

e) 23970/009 - Galloway, Paice Lane, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5PR

Proposal: Single storey extension to front, front porch and detached replacement garage/store. 

Decision: PERMISSION     
f) 29846/012 - New Park Farm, Abbey Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5PB

Proposal: Change of use of land for the permanent stationing of a log cabin, and installation of a biodigester.

Decision: PERMISSION
15.38 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Committee made the following comments on the Planning Applications: 
a) 53305/006 - Reserved matters pursuant to outline permission 53305/001 for 20 new houses for retired people on part of the site. Land to the West of Lymington Farm Industrial Estate, Lymington Bottom Road, Four Marks, Alton. 

Medstead Parish Council wishes to make the following observations as to the reserved matters application:

This application is for part of the rural exception site for 38 dwellings and must be considered in conjunction with the reserved matters application for the remainder of the site i.e. applications ref 55305/004 and 55305/005.
Straight lines of the two western blocks fail to comply with the Medstead Village Design Statement. Possible over looking of adjoining (still to be built) dwellings from first floor balconies will compromises privacy.

The 3m wide hedge/buffer zone is required to be in place along the whole of the western boundary to both this and the southern site (53305/004).

The outline permission is for 18 affordable homes, 3x age restricted affordable homes and 17x age restricted market homes. The 45% market element is based on the perceived viability of the stand alone scheme due to the additional cost of the connection to mains drainage. However, the cost of this connection will now be shared with the additional 69 dwellings (53305/005). We consider that a greater number of age restricted affordable homes should therefore be provided. There are no one bedroom units for affordable housing, contravening the Section 106 Agreement.

The original scheme included a warden’s dwelling with possibility to extend to include a community room. This has now shrunk to an office with adjoining bin store. 

Access to the development is across third party land and no drawings have been provided to ensure design and construction will be to an appropriate standard.

Medstead Parish Council consider that any approval must be conditioned with Traffic Management, Construction Plan and the formation of a Liaison Group, all to be aligned with this site, the two adjoining AND the CALA Homes site opposite.
b) 54970/005 - Four detached dwellings. Woodfield, Windsor Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5EF. 
Medstead Parish Council OBJECTS to this application on the following grounds:

The current application has only very minor, insignificant changes to the application that was refused in March 2015. Permission for the construction of 3 dwellings has already been granted. 

This application for four dwellings lies outside the Settlement Policy Boundary on a green field site.  

It is noted that the additional dwelling creates a realignment of the properties which now encroach into the Public Open Space. What was to be publically accessible has now been subsumed within the proposed private gardens. The trees and ancient woodland which are subject to TPO’s are considered to be in danger. Buffer zones to the neighbouring properties are to be reduced by approximately 1metre, thus impacting on their privacy and the right to quiet enjoyment of their own homes. There appears to be no method of control over the future of these buffer zones, individual house owners could remove the hedge, dig up the wild grass or even apply for extensions under permitted development.

There still appears to be proposed properties overlooking existing neighbours.

There appears to be parking provision for only one visitor. On road parking will restrict access to others including service and emergency vehicles. One dedicated parking space is actually in the hammer head with the swept path drawing showing the vehicle having to use this space to execute its reversing manoeuvre. The swept path for the lower section of the site shows the vehicle having to run over kerbs to move about the site.

Attention is drawn to the conditions attached to the Notice of Outline Permission 54970/001 dated 13 February 2014 and the legally binding agreement between the parties and delivered under seal dated 31 January 2014.

Comments made on applications 54970/001 and 54970/002 are also applicable in this case. 

Should the Planning Authority be minded to approve this application, additional contributions towards public open space and environmental improvements in Medstead that are considered appropriate such as The Green Infrastructure Route and Wild Flower Meadows as detailed within the neighbourhood Plan, along with other appropriate Section 106  payments.

Please REFUSE this application
c) 30399/002 - Loft conversion with addition of velux windows to north and east facing roofs. 2 Manor Cottages, Hussell Lane, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5PF. No Objection. The Parish Council requests that should permission be granted, building works vehicles are required to park on site as the property is positioned on a blind bend and adjacent land is privately owned. 
d) 20897/004 - Two storey detached dwelling with detached garage, following demolition of existing dwelling. Ashling, Rookwood Lane, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5QE. No Objection.
e) 28473/024 - Lawful development certificate for an existing use - use of unit as a dwelling. Lower Soldridge Farm, Soldridge Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5JF. Ignorance of the law is no defence, this appears to be an attempt to abuse planning law.
f) 28473/023 - Lawful development certificate for an existing use - use of the Old Dairy as a dwelling. Lower Soldridge Farm, Soldridge Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5JF. Ignorance of the law is no defence, this appears to be an attempt to abuse planning law. 
g) 26184/020 - Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension. Trinity Farm, Trinity Hill, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5LT. No Objection.
h) 33773/001 - Single storey extension to rear after removal of existing conservatory. 2 Abbey Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5PB. No Objection.
i) 56275 - Lawful development certificate for an existing use - use of unit 3B as a dwelling. Unit, 3B Soldridge Business Park, Soldridge Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5JF. Ignorance of the law is no defence, this appears to be an attempt to abuse planning law. 
j) 56130/001 - Single storey extension to rear (revision to previously approved 56130). 82A Lymington Bottom Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5EP. No Objection. 
The meeting was closed at 3.00pm
Signed Chairman ……………………………………………………………..Date……………………………………………………
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