Monkhill Methodist Church

History of the Chapel
It is not known who introduced Methodism to the Monkhill area but the Carlisle (Wesleyan) Circuit Schedule Book for 1838 shows that there was a small society at Burgh-by-Sands with 4 members in September increasing to 7 by December. Services were held mainly in members’ houses and led by local preachers and occasionally travelling preachers from Carlisle. The Fisher Street Wesleyan Chapel in Carlisle had opened in 1817 and Burgh was in the Carlisle Circuit. By 1841 the society was known as Burgh & Kirkandrews, and by 1846 became known simply as Kirkandrews. By 1851 the membership had increased to 17. Encouraged by this increase it was felt that a permanent chapel should be built. Negotiations took place in 1852 with a view to acquiring a piece of land at Monkhill and the necessary legal formalities continued into 1853. By 28 October that year, the land, 12 yds by 8 yds, bounded by the Carlisle-Burgh and Monkhill-Beaumont roads, was obtained for the sum of £5. Building work on the Chapel began and on 20 May 1858 the foundation stones were laid, the Chapel being opened later in the year. It has not been possible to ascertain the actual opening date but records show a name change from Kirkandrews to Monkhill. No photographs or drawings of this Chapel have survived but from various accounts it was a simple building enclosed by a stone wall and seated some 75 worshippers. The total membership between 1879 -1883 increased from 16 to 23 with members living at Beaumont, Burgh, Kirkandrews and Monkhill. A Sunday School was also in existence at this time and in 1874 comprised 32 girls and 18 boys. Figures for 1888 were 17 girls and 23 boys.

With the continuation of the work of the society, the original building ultimately became too small and in August 1903, a special trustees meeting was held to consider the building of a new Chapel at Monkhill. A gift had already been made of a site adjoining the present Chapel and the friends at Monkhill, in view of the lack of accommodation and inadequate ventilation of the present Chapel, decided to build a new one on the site. Plans were submitted and provided for alteration of the existing Chapel and the construction of a new schoolroom, vestry etc at a cost of £650. By September 1903 revised plans were submitted and approved involving additional land; the site now measured 80ft by 45ft. Tenders were invited and the lowest amounted to £911 which was too costly and this was subsequently modified to £700. Building work started and the foundation stones of the new Chapel and schoolroom were laid on 19 May 1904 in the presence of a large gathering from the locality and from Carlisle. The event was well recorded in the local press. It was planned that the new Chapel would seat 120 worshippers with an adjoining schoolroom, a vestry and storeroom.
Construction followed the Early Gothic style of architecture.  Seating would be in pitch pine and it was later decided that the Chapel should have a boarded pitch pine ceiling. Building work continued and the official opening of Monkhill Wesleyan Chapel and Sunday school took place on 27 October 1904.

With the Chapel now open a new spirit was evident and membership had increased to 38. During the First World War the Chapel was very active with well attended services and a Sunday School of 20 girls and 10 boys. By 1917 the Chapel was clear of debt; the total cost of the new building was £1028, a substantial amount to be raised by a village society. By 1924 oil lamps had been replaced by gas lighting, electricity not having been installed until 1935. In June 1939 it was decided to carry out alterations and repairs to the building to solve the problem of rain water leaking into the porch and this involved the removal of parapet walls from the gables and extending the roof out over them, thus altering the overall appearance of the Chapel. During the Second World War, the railings which surrounded the Chapel were removed.

The 50th Anniversary Celebrations took place in 1954 although there had been a Methodist place of worship at Monkhill for almost 100 years. A newspaper account of the work at Monkhill read: “Methodism at Monkhill is an integral part of local life. Members and adherents come from adjacent villages particularly from Burgh, Beaumont, Kirkandrews and Grinsdale. Thence also come the scholars of the Sunday school. Annual occasions such as the Church Anniversary, Sunday school Anniversary and Harvest Festival attract a large gathering of local people. During its existence, Monkhill Chapel has blessed the locality with several notable families which have wielded a great influence in local life. Names such as Johnston, Huggon and Beattie are greatly revered and their Methodist association known and appreciated”.
The Sunday school closed in 1968 due to a decline in the number of scholars but restarted for a short time in 1994 for an extended family living in Monkhill with a large number of children. Sunday Worship remained although service times changed eventually from evening to morning.

In more recent years further alterations were done to extend the very small “kitchen” area into a servery and add a toilet with disabled facilities. Also a disabled access has been made into the porch. Very recently we have acquired a cooker for the kitchen.

The work at Monkhill has continued for many years in a quiet and faithful way, the attractive red brick building at the crossroads providing a spiritual home for its members.  Numbers worshipping today are small but we are supported at special services and events by people in the community and from other churches in the Carlisle Methodist Circuit. Our Minister is shared with Wigton Road Methodist Church and Newtown Methodist Church in Carlisle. The weekly Sunday Morning service is usually led by a Methodist Minister or Methodist Lay Preacher or we sometimes have “own arrangement” where the congregation organise and lead the service themselves. Close links with the Anglican Church at Beaumont are maintained; we have held occasional joint fundraising events such as Coffee Mornings and Open Gardens and currently “Mid-week Informal Worship for All” alternates between St Mary’s Beaumont in the Summer and Monkhill

School-room in the Winter.

Today 
We hold various social and fund-raising events including breakfasts and lunches and including the monthly “Lunch with Us” providing a hot 2-course meal for parishioners and friends.

The school-room adjoining the Chapel is available for bookings by small groups and meetings and we are pleased that Beaumont Parish Council includes it in the venues they use around the villages in the Parish.

We have a Food-bank box in the school-room for donations of non-perishable foods for the Carlisle Food-bank.

Since last summer the Church at Monkhill has been open on a daily basis (indicated by the A-board placed outside) for the benefit of passers-by, walkers, cyclists and campers journeying along the Roman Wall and for those contributing to the Food-bank or those requiring some peace and time for quiet contemplation in a spiritual setting.

