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NONINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council - Wednesday 4th March 2026 at 19:00
Present: Cllr Clare Delf (Acting - Chairperson), Cllr Julia Plumptre (Vice-Chairperson), Cllr Jane Vurley and Cllr Rpger Williams
Apologies: Cllr Louisa Jarred. Cllr Porter and PC Bowler.
24 Members of the Public (including Barnabus); Mr Gerry Worthy (Clerk).
1. Apologies and approval of absences: Cllr Delf welcomed everyone present and thanked them for attending the meeting. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Jarred, Cllr Porter and PC Bowler prior to meeting. Cllr Mamjan’s apologies were received after as was stranded abroad at the time.

2. Declarations of interest: None

3. Minutes of previous meetings: The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 4th February 2025 was approved as true a record, proposed by Cllr Vurley, seconded by Cllr Plumptre Signed by the Chairperson.

4. Review of Previous Action Points:  
· Pond/Play Area/Phone box; KCC with respect to pond to be checked and review with camera survey (suspect blocked/silted drainage) AP 2025/09_3 Cllr Delf still pursuing
· Pond – village Pond Clearance on Saturday 7th February was a success and PC are grateful to all volunteers who attended. 
· Phone box – is not listed and confirmed by DDC. Clerk identified paint refurb kit for £127 + vat. Cllr Jarred to explore local contractor to undertake works. AP 2025/09_4. Cllr Williams mentioned neighbour is a decorator who may be able to refurbish the phone box. Clerk mentioned other phone box and was also brought to attention the foundations are listing and needs investigation (AP 2026/03_1)
· Play Area – No Progress since last meeting. AP 2025/09_5
· Road Repairs AP 2025/09_13: Meeting with Highways on 11th Feb 2026 did not take place so No Progress since last meeting. Cllr Vurley mentioned Keiran sorted a pothole outside her house and explained the Quality Controller post is currently vacant and a new appointment starts 2nd April so no checks are taking place. Keiran is hoping to attend the PC and will contact Clerk.
· Signage around Pond AP 2025/10_4: Awaiting confirmation of new email address with new website before signs can be ordered.
· Website AP 2025/11_1: Website work with Aubergine is ongoing, data is being transferred across. 
· Speedwatch AP 2025/11_2: Still require further volunteers; Nicola and Cllr Williams had volunteered. Cllr Williams explained due to health and work commitments missed the induction and has now stepped back. It was mentioned they needed 3 volunteers to effectively function on any shift.
· SID Camera AP 2025/12_1: Clerk arranged collection by supplier from Cllr Williams. Finally been collected 3rd March from Cllr Williams for assessment.
· Bus Route Application AP 2025/12_2: No progress since last meeting. It was mentioned the #92 has only 18 months of funding currently.
· Road Calming AP 2026/01_1: Meeting with Highways on 11th Feb 2026 did not take place so No Progress since last meeting
· Road and Pavement Sweeping AP 2026/01_2: Meeting with Highways on 11th Feb 2026 did not take place so No Progress since last meeting.
· Litter Pick AP 2026/01_3: Nonington has its annual “Green Day” event on 14th March 2026 where volunteers collect and bag rubbish for DDC to collect. This will be followed by refreshments with gratitude towards Barnabus, Barry and Barbara for organising this.
· Parish Council Leaflets – were good start and were distributed, need ongoing feedback on contents

5. Public Forum: 
Members of the Public in attendance were afforded the opportunity to ask a question or make a statement.
· Phone box is listing. AP 2026/03_1 It was mentioned phone box due for painting, its foundations are damaged and box is listing so needs investigation into extent and how to repair. Clerk highlighted there is another phone box and this should also be evaluated for refurbishment.
· Request for Parish Council to investigate the cost of hiring a private company to investigate the blocked drains by the pond with a camera. It was mentioned that if PC were deemed to have got involved KCC may force Nonington to take over care of these drains. AP 2026/03_2
· Bins out on street. AP 2026/03_3 Other neighbours are now leaving their bins out. These need to be put away as becoming a safety issue on the road. PC will mention to culprits.
· Village Flower show on 28th March 2026; Barry emphasised the importance of participation in entries and visitors to keep it going and a success.
· 21st March there is a Ukulele band in the church for a sing along. All are welcome.
· Update from John:
· Contacted KCC for a gritting route focussed on 3 accident risk areas
· Potholes – system is not working through helpline on phone however the online form works and the message has been forwarded to the highways gritting team.

6. Finance:
February 2026 balance sheet was shared with the audience, proposed by Cllr Plumptre and 2nd by Cllr Vurley and signed off by Cllr Delf.

Balance as of 1st March 2026
Current Account:	£3,144.01
Savings Account:	£18,638.64
· Grants 2026 - Grant Application form (available on PC Website) and also emailed to all groups from last year. To date only 4 completed applications received. Deadline is 31st March 2026 for receipt.

7. Planning
· None

8. Highways and Footpaths
· Thanks to Ovenden’s for the felling of trees within Nonington.

9. Playground, Field and Pond
· As covered previously – Green Day will commence between 09:30 – 10:00 on Saturday 14th March 2026. Barnabus has kindly offered to attend to the BBQ for the volunteers and Barry and Barbara will help with drinks. The Parish Council wish to thank them for their hospitality and generosity.

10.  Councillor Reports 
· Cllr Porter sent apologies due to illness; Cllr Vurley read the report on her behalf.

· Forever Active Kent Service – targeting residents of age 50+ to be active, meet new friends to benefit mental and physical health. Further information can be found on the KCC website.
· Secondary school Placements for September 2026 -96% been offered a place at one of their preferred schools. With 79% their 1st choice. Any appeal to be lodged by 30th March 2026.
· Worldly Wise a community interest company to promote Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) based careers. Over 18 months they’ve successfully connected 85 STEM companies with 800 pupils across 44 schools. More information on www.worldly-wise.org or email info@worldly-wise.org

· No reports from other councillors. Clerk has chased for reports in advance of expected absence and will continue monthly.
· PC Bowler submitted a report and apologised for not making this meeting due to being out of the country but hopes to attend future meetings..

11. Items for discussion not on the agenda
· Salt Bins amongst other highway accountable tasks were raised. It was reiterated that the scheduled meeting with Highways that unfortunately failed to take place on 11th February 2026 where these amongst other topics the PC were seeking resolution. Clerk will remind Cllr Porter and Cllr Jarred and hope to have a rescheduled meeting/update shortly.

12. Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 1st April 2026 at 7pm in Nonington Village Hall

There being no further business, the meeting was closed to the public at 19:55
                                                        
Please note these Minutes remain as draft until they are approved by the Parish Council at their next meeting on 1st April 2026.
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