
Haltwhistle Town Council - Minutes for the Meeting on Monday 2nd of March 2026 at 6:30pm Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor

Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr A Howells, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr G Heppell
Also Present: Emma Ackroyd (Clerk), Hayley Howells (potential Cllr), 1 member of the public

6pm – Cllrs heard a presentation from the West Northumberland Foodbank

42/26 – Apologies for Absence County Cllr Rachel Mathieson, Cllr S Dalglish, Cllr A Cheverst
43/26 Public Questions None received.

44/26 Declarations of Interest No declarations of interest were made.

45/26 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd of February 2026 were considered.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved

46/26 Matters Arising from the Minutes None discussed.

47/26 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
The Grounds Committee report was received and noted. 
47/26.01 Grounds Committee Meeting
Council considered the tender documentation for the repair and repainting of public benches. It was agreed that the tender would be advertised through social media, local tradesmen and the Haltwhistle Herald, with submissions due by 1st of May and works scheduled for completion by 1 August. Proposed: Cllr S Nixon, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved
Members also discussed the condition of Aesica Road, noting continued concerns regarding the poor road surface following previous repairs. It was agreed that the matter would be raised again with Northumberland County Council.

47/26.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
Members noted that the Memorial Park bus shelter requires repair to the Perspex panels and repainting of the metal surround. A quotation will be obtained for these works.
It was also noted that discussions continue with Northumberland County Council regarding the potential relocation of the West Road bus stop, which would allow the introduction of additional marked parking spaces.

47/26.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
Members approved the installation of a pedestrian counter on the bridge over the Burn, subject to it being positioned on the bridge structure to avoid issues with neighbouring land ownership.
Concerns were raised regarding a vandalised litter bin near Owen’s, which had been spray painted. The matter will be inspected and repainted if required.

48/26 Northumberland County Council Report
The written report from County Councillor Rachel Mathieson was received and noted.

49/26 Police Report The Police report was received and noted.
Members discussed several incidents including burglary attempts at local businesses, criminal damage at the Railway Hotel and the theft of bicycles at Fair Hill. Concerns were also raised regarding reports of delayed police attendance. 

50/26 Neighbourhood Plan
Members noted that work on the Neighbourhood Plan continues, with the Clerk and Cllr S Dalglish drafting sections of the document following the withdrawal of Government grant funding previously available for such plans.

51/26 Borderlands
Members noted that progress continues on several projects supported through the Borderlands programme, including refurbishment of the swimming pool plant room and proposals to improve town signage to encourage visitors travelling along the A69 and Military Road to stop in Haltwhistle.
Further meetings with consultants and the County Council are ongoing.

52/26 Monthly Councillor Surgery
Members received a report from the recent councillor surgery.
Residents raised concerns regarding parking near Hadrian’s Rise Play Park, potholes on Park Road, and the condition of hospital grounds, which have been reported to Northumberland County Council. Young residents also attended the surgery to request improved facilities for cycling and recreational activities, including ramps and goal nets.
The next councillor surgery will be attended by Cllr G Heppell and Cllr A Howells on 21st of March.

53/26 Burn Field Village Green Working Group
Members noted that tree works at the site have now been completed and that grass cutting arrangements were discussed.
Future meetings of the group will be held at the Council office.

54/26 Planning Applications No planning applications were received for consideration.

55/26 Grant Requests
Council considered a request for support from West Northumberland Foodbank.
Members noted the ongoing demand for the service and agreed that the organisation provides valuable support within the community.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Howells – Approved (£250)

56/26 Reports on Financial Matters
56/26.01 Bank Reconciliation & Payments for Approval
56/26.02 Profit and Loss Report
The financial reports were presented and noted.
Members reviewed the current financial position, noting expected end-of-year balances and outstanding expenditure for the remaining months of the financial year.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved

57/26 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee
Members discussed the recent visit to Hexham Cemetery to review grave-digging practices and equipment. It was agreed that the Burial Committee would continue reviewing procedures and costs to ensure best practice and financial sustainability.

58/26 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
Members noted that the next meeting will take place on 5th of March, with preparations underway to reopen the facility for Easter.

59/26 Media & Press
Members noted that upcoming press articles will include updates regarding Hadrian’s Rise parking concerns and ongoing bus stop improvements.

60/26 Marketplace Planters
It was noted that the Black Bull and the Chamber of Trade will continue to maintain their respective planters. Members discussed the remaining planters, including those at the Metal Bridge, and further discussions will take place regarding community involvement in their upkeep.

61/26 Reduction of Library Hours
Members discussed proposals from Northumberland County Council to reduce library staffing hours from 34½ hours to 28 hours per week.
Concerns were raised regarding the potential impact on service provision and the reliance on volunteers. Members were encouraged to attend the public consultation meeting scheduled for 10:30am on Friday at Haltwhistle Library and to respond to the consultation questionnaire.

62/26 Chamber of Trade
Members received an update regarding Chamber of Trade initiatives, including an Entrepreneurs Club with Haltwhistle Middle School, and plans for the May Fair and late-night shopping event on 1 May.
Concerns were raised regarding Haltwhistle’s limited representation in Visit Northumberland promotional material, and it was agreed that further information regarding partnership costs will be obtained and considered at a future meeting.

63/26 Appointment of Internal Auditor
Council considered the appointment of David Newman as Internal Auditor.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr A Howells – Approved

64/26 Correspondence Correspondence received since the previous meeting was noted.

65/26 Any Other Business
Members noted that Town Twinning activities will be discussed at a future meeting, with the possibility of inviting representatives to attend the June meeting.
It was also noted that a community litter pick will take place on 15th of March.

66/26 Dates of Next Meetings
Grounds Meeting – Cancelled due to the Bank Holiday
Town Council Meeting – Monday 13th of April 2026 at 6:30pm

Meeting closed: 8:25pm
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