Somerset Council Report

Stoke Sub Hamdon Parish Council 7" January 2026

1.0 - Somerset News

1.1 - Somerset Council Calls for Fairer Funding Despite Local Government Finance Settlement

Somerset Council's Leader, Bill Revans, cautiously welcomes the three-year Local Government Finance Settlement for
2025/6, which includes a 13% increase in Core Spending Power over three years. However, he emphasises the need for
a fairer funding model that doesn’t over-rely on Council Tax, as approximately 97% of this increase is expected to come
from local taxpayers. Cllr Revans says: “The reliance on Council Tax is unsustainable for essential services”.

While the council anticipates being marginally better off next year, it faces significant future funding gaps due to
ongoing pressures in children's services, placement costs, and homelessness.

ClIr Revans stated that the current funding model for Local Authorities is inadequate, and Somerset Council is again
applying for Exceptional Financial Support (EFS) from the Government. He also encourages public participation in the
Council’s Budget Consultation, which is open until January 14. The online Budget Consultation survey can be accessed
here: Somerset Council Budget Consultation. Additionally, paper copies of the survey are available in libraries.

1.2 - Council Tax Reduction Scheme

Somerset Council supports households with the lowest incomes through its Council Tax Reduction (CTR) Scheme, and
next year’s Scheme (from April 2026) will include a 3.8% increase in income band thresholds to maintain discount
values, based on the September CPI figure used by Dept for Work and Pension.

Councillor concerns were raised about individuals transitioning from legacy benefits to Universal Credit who have lost,
or will lose, their automatic 100% Council Tax discount. To address this, Somerset Council will assess those adversely
affected through the Exceptional Hardship Fund, where appropriate.

Additionally, a Councillor-led Task and Finish Group will be formed, to fully explore the Government’s changes to
benefits and how the changes have adversely affected some of Somerset’s vulnerable residents. The CTR scheme is
reviewed regularly, with a full review scheduled for 2026-27.

1.3 - Help Expand Electric Vehicle Charging in Somerset

Somerset Council, guided by Liberal Democrat values for a greener county, is investing £3.78 million from the
government to enhance electric vehicle (EV) charging. Residents can suggest locations for at least 1,606 new charge-
points (3.5kW and 7kW), focusing on serving those without off-street parking.

Residents are invited to propose sites near homes, local roads, or busy areas through the Council’s webpage: Electric

vehicle charging.

Proposals will be assessed based on safety and accessibility. Only Council-owned sites will be considered for
installation, with further evaluations conducted by the preferred supplier.

Community engagement is essential, and local input will shape the final locations, ensuring that we create a sustainable
and accessible charging network. Regular updates will be provided throughout the process. Your suggestions will help
ensure chargepoints are effectively placed for community benefit. Residents can submit suggested on-street locations
via the Council’s website: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/electric-vehicle-charging/

1.4 - Wessex Leaders Urged Government for Devolution Deal

Council leaders, including Cllr Nick Ireland (Dorset), Cllr Bill Revans (Somerset), Cllr lan Thorn (Wiltshire), and Cllr
Millie Earl (BCP), urged immediate government action to seize the opportunities their combined region offers, warning
that delays could hinder regional progress.

All councils in Wessex are unitary authorities, well-placed to deliver devolution and support the government’s growth
priorities. The English Devolution White Paper emphasises that enhanced funding is tied to devolution deals; without
one, Wessex risks being left behind.

Analysis from the councils indicated that creating a Strategic Authority for Wessex could close the funding gap, unlock
£16 billion in economic value over 30 years, and attract investment in key sectors like defence and clean energy.

1.5 - Christine Lawrence Named Honorary Alderwoman



https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/comms/budget-consultation-2026-2027/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/electric-vehicle-charging/

Somerset Council has appointed Christine Lawrence as Honorary Alderwoman, recognising her exceptional service to
West Somerset. This announcement came during the Full Council meeting on September 25, 2025, allowing her
nomination ahead of the 2027 elections.

With a distinguished career spanning town, district, and county council roles, Mrs Lawrence is celebrated for being the
first woman Chair of Somerset County Council and for her leadership in public health and adult social care. Honorary
Alderwoman appointments are a lifetime honour, reflecting significant contributions to public service.

1.6 - New Year Honours Celebrate Remarkable Individuals from Somerset

A number of outstanding individuals from Somerset have been recognised in the New Year Honours list for their
significant contributions to the community and their respective fields.

Richard Clothier, managing director of Wyke Farms, based in Wyke Champflower, received an MBE for his innovative
work in sustainable agriculture and food production.

Sarah Massey, former managing director of the Women's Rugby World Cup 2025, also received an MBE, highlighting
the collective effort behind organising a successful event that celebrated women'’s sport.

Ron Homer from Yeovil has been awarded a British Empire Medal for his services to blind and partially sighted people.
As treasurer of Yeovil Visually Impaired Bowls Club, he works to encourage participation in the sport and improve the
lives of those with visual impairments.

Margaret Maltby from Chard was appointed an MBE for her dedicated service to young people as County President of
Girlguiding Somerset, inspiring and supporting youth across the county.

Additionally, Marlie Packer received an OBE for her contributions to Rugby Union Football. Her roots in Yeovil serve
as inspiration for young athletes, especially girls, although she currently lives in Surrey.

Others appointed MBE in Somerset include Fiona Bloor, Technical Lead at the UK Hydrographic Office; Martin
Hodgson, CEO of YMCA Dulverton Group; Alice Potter, Group President of West Hatch Scout Group; and Jonathan
Wheatley for his charity and horticulture work.

Those appointed OBE are Paul Freeston, Chair & CEO of Apetito; Jane Louise Hadfield, Board Member of the Institute
for Apprenticeships & Technical Education; and Simon Taylor, a volunteer with the Liberal Democrats.

Meanwhile, Joanna Shanmugalingam, Second Permanent Secretary at the Department for Transport, received the
Companion of the Order of the Bath.

These honours reflect the remarkable contributions of these impressive individuals to their communities and the broader
society in Somerset.

1.7 - Review Urges Stronger Support for Homeless Adults in Somerset

A recent review by the Somerset Safeguarding Adults Board (SSAB) calls for urgent measures to enhance support for
adults facing homelessness. The review examined safeguarding practices related to three men receiving care and support
from statutory and voluntary agencies in Somerset.

Key recommendations include ensuring access to legal literacy training for frontline social workers and housing
officers, enhancing the involvement of family and friends in support processes, and conducting a review of safeguarding
data concerning the homeless population. The SSAB also recommends collaboration with the Ministry of Housing for a
dedicated Homelessness Social Work role and outreach to local Prison Governors for input on safeguarding
arrangements.

The findings highlight the need for a multi-agency approach to address gaps in services for those experiencing
homelessness and multiple disadvantages. For further details and access to the full report, visit the Safeguarding
Somerset Adults Board website.

1.8 - Councillors Defer Sunday Parking Charges Rollout in Somerset

Councillors have deferred the proposal to introduce Sunday parking charges across Somerset following public
consultation. The aim was to harmonise charges to ensure consistency, but community and councillor feedback led the
Council's Climate and Place Scrutiny Committee to recommend against implementation.

Somerset Council’s Executive Committee agreed on the need to develop a comprehensive parking policy that addresses
all aspects of parking, including on and off-street options, tariff structures, and accessibility. This policy will be
reviewed in early 2026, as different charging principles currently exist across the county's 200 council-run car parks.


https://somersetsafeguardingadults.org.uk/
https://somersetsafeguardingadults.org.uk/

1.9 - Octagon Theatre Revamp Plans Submitted

Plans for a £15 million redevelopment of Yeovil’s Octagon Theatre have been submitted for Planning Permission,
aiming to establish it as a premier cultural venue in the South West. This initiative by Yeovil Town Council and
Somerset Council will secure the building's integrity while improving access and facilities both front of house and
backstage.

Key improvements include upgraded equipment for productions, increased accessibility, a renewed auditorium, and
enhanced front-of-house areas. Funding sources include £10 million from the Department of Media, Culture and Sport,
£3.75 million from Yeovil Town Council, and over £1.25 million from ticket levies and fundraising.

The project will enhance the theatre’s community role and offerings for audiences and local groups. Visit here to see
and comment on the plans which have been submitted for planning consideration.

1.10 - Somerset Council Celebrated Volunteers: New Year Opportunities Await

Somerset Council celebrated International Volunteer Day 2025, acknowledging the vital contributions of over 1,400
volunteers supporting 20 different services across the county. The day highlighted the theme "Every Contribution
Matters," underscoring the crucial role Somerset volunteers played in strengthening communities and driving positive
change.

For those interested in starting their volunteering journey please e-mail volunteer@somerset.gov.uk. Here are places
where you can get involved:

Library volunteers: Roles for under-18s, digital support, and activity/event helpers.
Ham Hill Visitor Centre: Welcoming visitors.

Wedding ceremony ushers: Making special days memorable.

Countryside and Rights of Way: Surveys and conservation work.

Volunteer drivers: Helping people get to appointments.

Arts and culture: Supporting events at Octagon and Westlands.

Youth services: Routel Advocacy and independent visitors.

1.11 - South West Heritage Trust Secures National Lottery Grant for Chew Valley Hoard

South West Heritage Trust has secured a £993,345 grant from The National Lottery Heritage Fund to celebrate the Chew
Valley Hoard over the next two years. Comprising 2,584 silver coins, the hoard represents the highest-value treasure
acquisition on record from the Norman Conquest period.

The grant will fund a new gallery at The Museum of Somerset and a dynamic community engagement programme,
including events and exhibitions to enhance public access. This project coincides with the 1,000th anniversary of
William the Conqueror's birth in 2027. A touring exhibition at the Roman Baths Museum will run from January to
March 2027, followed by a special exhibition at The Museum of Somerset.

1.12 - New Visitor Centre Opens at Ham Hill

Somerset Council has unveiled a new Visitor Centre at Ham Hill, located within the Lime Kiln Car Park. This
development is part of the Uncovering Ham Hill’s Past for its Future project, supported by The National Lottery
Heritage Fund and the Wolfson Foundation.

The Visitor Centre features interactive exhibits, a retail space for local products, and the Limekiln Café, which is dog-
friendly. It aims to enhance the visitor experience by offering a fully accessible Changing Places facility and modern
amenities.

The Visitor Centre will host fresh activities, exhibitions, and enhancements in the coming years, including new
footpaths and archaeological restoration efforts.

1.13 - Residents Urged to Check Tumble Dryers Due to Fire Risk

Residents in Devon, Plymouth, Somerset, and Torbay are being warned to stop using certain integrated heat pump
tumble dryers after a national safety alert revealed a serious fire risk. The warning affects models produced by Haier
sold under brands such as Baumatic, Candy, and Hoover, with around 85,000 affected appliances still in homes across
the UK.

An internal short circuit during normal use can potentially cause a fire. While Haier initially began repairs earlier this
year, the fixes were found to be inadequate, and they are now arranging enhanced repairs. Residents are advised to


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FkeyVal%3DT721R0OW0L900%26activeTab%3Dsummary&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.doyle%40somerset.gov.uk%7Cbfe95f0111be4441185e08de42340da9%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C639020988666883879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7e1aXoTHhH6tuNSOALRtPzImfFMOhMZIJQndJsTFF5Q%3D&reserved=0
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check their dryer model on the manufacturer’s website and stop using affected appliances immediately.

2 - Local Issues

2.1 - Roadside trees at East Stoke — Included in the next contract out for tender now. Still awaiting details of this
tender. Ongoing monitoring

2.2 - Traffic and Road Safety

Request to update lines and ‘SLOW?’ at the end of West Street to improve visual notification of junction. This
has been agreed by Rebecca, no known date for it to be done at this time.

2.3 - Bonnies Lane — Length to be jetted in 2025-26 Date awaited — will request and update once monthly inspector
meeting has happened later in Jan.

2-4 - Brocks Mount - maintenance schedule is also to be updated on should one be available (as above).

2.5 - Bins — An ongoing situation which Gilly keeps us updated with until all is complete.

Regards Emily and John



Report it first: useful Links to share with your communities

Visit Report a problem on the road: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-
the-road/

Potholes and road damage

Somerset Council repair potholes and other road defects, and maintain our roads, for the safe access of all road
users:

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/potholes-and-road-damage/

For traffic updates and roadworks follow @travelsomerset on X and Facebook.

Live travel information
https://www.travelsomerset.co.uk/

Report a problem with a street light
We maintain and repair street lights to national standards to provide safe access to all road users:
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-with-a-street-light/

Roads, travel and parking, road signs, markings and lighting

Includes information about non-illuminated bollards, pedestrian crossings, requesting a village nameplate and
how to apply for a new road sign Speed limits:https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/road-
signs-bollards-and-road-markings/

Speed limits
Request information about new or existing traffic calming measures:
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/speed-limits/

Traffic lights
We maintain over 200 traffic light locations throughout the county
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/traffic-lights/

Street and roadworks
We maintain the roads and pavements that are managed at public expense in Somerset
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/street-and-roadworks/

Sign-up for the latest climate news:
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/environment-and-food-safety/climate-and-ecological-emergency/newsletter-sign-

up/.
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