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The Councillors were summoned to attend the annual meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, May 29th, 2025 starting at 7.00pm.  The following matters were discussed.
Those present Councillors Gordon Mowatt, Andrew Pearsall, Diana Preston, Philip Webber, Helen Parr (EDDC), Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).  No members 

Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council

MINUTES
Cllr Mowatt, previous Chair opened the meeting.

1. Election of Chairman – Cllr Mowat was proposed (by AP and seconded by PW). He duly accepted the nomination and signed the Acceptance of Office.  It was agreed that the role of Vice Chairman and any other posts and any other duties would be allocated on an ad hoc basis due to the Councils lack of members.

2. No apologies for absence were received.  No declaration of interests in items in this meeting were made.

3. The minutes of the meetings held on March 28th, 2025 were agreed and signed by the Chair.  Proposed DP seconded PW.

4. Matters arising from the previous minutes. Website & e mail addresses – the transfer should be completed shortly.

5. Reports from DCC election result, Councillors – Cllr Parrs notes have been circulated to the members. Village Hall – the refurbishment is now complete.

6. Public Forum -none present

7. The Council resolved to the continued use of existing Standing Orders & Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct (adopted May 2022).  Proposed AP seconded DP.  Resolved
The members reviewed of FOI Act & Data Protection Act Procedures – and it was resolved that each case would be referred and discussed in full Council.  Proposed PW seconded DP.  Resolved.
ICO registration was confirmed. All members confirmed the information contained within their present members interest forms are correct.
Review of appointment of members to committees / external organisations 
and any new committees required.  It was felt no special internal committees are required.  It was noted that the members also serve on other village committees – the Village Hall, Fete, Widworthy Community Fund, Parochial Church Council etc.

8. Highway Matters.  A35 updates – The Clerk was asked to contact the A35 Route Manager to ask if the cats eyes in the 40mph limit will be removed when the speed limit changes.  Also to chase for a response relating to the hedge problems.  It was noted that a sign for the White Hart Inn has been placed on the village gateway.
 
9. Planning Applications & updates.  None received.

10. Finance – Payments to be made DALC £146.40 subscription, Gallagher £417.50 insurance. Payments received £223.48 to be held on behalf of Widworthy Community Fund.  
Review inventory of Council assets. The members reviewed the list of assets and discussed their nominated value and considered it adequate. Proposed PW, seconded DP.  Resolved.
Review of insurance cover.  The members reviewed the insurance cover in place and its renewal, they felt it adequate and agreed to continue cover. Proposed PW seconded AP.  Resolved.
Review of subscriptions – the members reviewed and accepted the subscription and memberships of the Council.  Proposed PW, seconded DP.  
Annual accounts. The member viewed and accepted the annual accounts. Proposed AP seconded DP.  Resolved.
Internal auditor – the Council agreed that the internal audit to be undertaken by Mrs Penny Clapham as per her Letter of Engagement.  Proposed AP, seconded DP.  Resolved.

11. Emergency Planning /Community Participation. Emergency plan – The members viewed the Emergency Plan template.  They recorded their appreciation for the work  Viv Mowatt has put into it.  The Clerk will continue with it.  
Storage container – this on hold until the Emergency Plan is completed, so a grant can be obtained.

12. Correspondence received. The Cllr Mowatt accepted with great regret the resignation of Cllr Andrew Pearsall and thanked him for all his work for the Council as member and Chair over the past 10 years.

13. Items for future discussion and consideration.  Possible renewal of the Councils IT equipment.

The meeting ended at 8.30pm

Date, place & time of next meeting:-
Thursday, June 19th, 2025 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm
