Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on
Wednesday 4 September 2019 at 7.00 p.m.
In The Haven Community Room 


· The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m. with welcome and comments from the Chairman
· Present were Councillors: T.W.Scott - Chair, D Aitchison,  P Burns, S Elliott,                    G Huggins, Councillors Mrs Haddow, Hood, Lewis, Robertson and Robson and County Councillor Trevor Thorne ( arrived late )

· Apologies for Absence 

· There was one public speaker.
Ms. Armstrong , Chair of the Hery/Amicale Association thanked the Councillors for their continued support. She presented the Council with an amended formalised agreement between the two communities.

· Minutes of the last meeting held on 3 July 2019 were unanimously approved.
· Matters arising for discussion were covered by Agenda items except two items.

Village noticeboard. - Councillor Aitchison had pursued the matter, but it looked more cost effective to purchase a new noticeboard.   Councillor Huggins would follow this up.

 Correspondence

1. Play Area Report – Councillor Huggins had been in conversation with Mike Evens about play area issues. There was nothing pressing at present and he would continue to liaise.
It was agreed that Councillor Huggins set up a meeting between Councillors and Mike Evens to agree a way forward upon the latter’s retirement and to get a costing and timescale for the play area bark for Middle Row.
1. Email to/from Jonny Foster re zipwire. The repairs had not yet commenced but the Clerk had been given a date for work to commence. This was agreed.
1. Email from Cooperative Funeral Care re Headstones. These were unanimously approved.
1. Letters had been received from villagers about the ‘snicket’ between North Side and Percy Road. Concerns would be passed on to NCC. The Clerk would email the gentleman concerned.
1. Email had been received about adding inscription on headstone. This had been dealt with.
1. The Chair had received an invitation to the induction of the new Vicar. The ceremony will take place in Warkworth and she will be residing there. It was agreed to contact the Reverend …………………..after the induction and invite her to coffee with Councillors.

· Finance: The following accounts were presented for approval . 											
· Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees			£621.78
· paid by direct debit
· Daniel Metcalf – cemetery					£75.00
£25 interment ashes, £50 funeral 
· Greensite Services						£265.63
· Mike Evens							£115.00
· Mike Evens repairs						£59.60
· Greaves Grindle -internal audit				£510.00
· Greaves Grindle -Paye						£60.00
· Greensite Services – caretaking				£510.00

Incoming
Interment ashes								 £50.00
Burial										£175.00

September invoices presented for approval
· Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees			£621.78
· paid by direct debit
· Greensite Services						£265.63
· Mike Evens							£115.00


Councillors unanimously approved the Accounts.
The Clerk explained that Accounts had been presented for External Audit. There were two minor issues to be completed for the external audit by 13 September 2019. This was in hand.
        
· Planning					No plans had been received from NCC	
·  Finance Committee –			No meeting this month. The committee would meet once report was received from external auditor.


· Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins  - already discussed.
· Liaison with NCC				Councillor Mrs Haddow.  

Mrs Haddow would pass on the following items to Council Thorne

5. Dropped  kerbs
5. Meeting with Bill Pringle
5. Hedges around village
5. Cutting of pant at Farriers Rise
5. Holes at Leatherland Road
5. Grass cutting at Haven
5. Bus shelter

· Update on involvement with police   	Councillors Mrs Robson/Aitchison

Mrs Haddow reported that the caretaker was having trouble in the cemetery with vandalism. Gravestones had been pushed over and grave markings removed. Mrs Robson would inform Stu. Brimble our Community Policeman and ask him to attend next meeting. 


· Cemetery 					Councillors Burns, Elliott, Haddow, Hood, Lewis and Scott.  - Signage for cemetery – No-one had brought forward ideas. A cemetery committee was organised for Wednesday 18 October at 1p.m. at new cemetery gates.

· Bus Shelters					Councillor Mrs Robertson had spoken to Councillor Thorne who stated everything was in hand.

· Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors for designated areas. Councillor Mrs Lewis had not as yet received any posters from County. It was decided to do our own.


· Homes for Northumberland                             Councillor Mrs Hood was asked to contact Simon Crossthwaite and ask for a meeting re flooding from the stream adjacent to Blackthorne Way. She would do this as soon as possible.

· REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

All agreed that last year had been a huge success and preparations would commence forthwith. A committee would be formed of Councillors Scott, Mrs Haddow, Hood, Lewis and Robson. They would arrange a meeting date.

THIS CONCLUDED Agenda items. The meeting was drawn to a close at 8.00 p.m.

Councillors raised the following issues:
Flooding in the stream behind Farriers’ Rise
The hedge around the allotments
Potholes
Flooding adjacent to Blackthorne Way.

The date of the next meeting is  WEDNESDAY 2 October at 7.00 p.m. in The Haven Community Room.
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