
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MICHAELSTOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN 
THE CONFERENCE ROOM AT TREGAWN FARM at 8 PM on THURSDAY 

October 5th 2023          1 of 2 

Present at meeting: Cllr. Jem Marshall  [chair], Cllr. Robin East, Cllr. Anthony 
ffrench Blake, Cllr. Pete Jago, Cllr. Richard Whitby , S. Mitchell the clerk.  

 

Item Discussion / decision 

1. Public Session The meeting started a couple of minutes early as all attendees were 
present. There were 2 members of the public present, Mr. A. Button 
and Mr. S. Fuller. Mr. Button wished to check that plans were 
underway to move the plaque from the chapel to the church. He was 
also concerned that leaving grass long on Glebe Green might 
encourage ticks. Mr. Fuller was concerned by vehicle occupants using 
the layby next to his pepper farm as a public toilet. He was also 
attending to ask the council if anything could be done about the 
speeding and dangerous driving present on the B3266 through 
Michaelstow. A discussion followed since this item had been on the 
agenda for many meetings. Councillors were not satisfied with the 
responses they had got from police regarding traffic calming. Cllr. 
ffrench Blake would start drafting more letters on this subject. 

 

2. Declaration Parish council members made no declaration of interest 

3. Apologies There were apologies from Cllr. Fairman 

4. Minutes The minutes of the 2 previous Parish Council Meetings were deemed 
correct and signed:  [minutes page] 

 

5. Matters 
arising 

• footpath way markers: the clerk had contacted Cornwall 
Countryside Access Team who had agreed to deliver 50 yellow 
way markers which were presently on order 

• breach of planning issue: there were more complaints coming 
to the clerk from members of the public. Cllr Fairman had asked 
questions but the investigation was still at stage 4 

• plaque to church: further details of moving the plaque were 
discussed earlier 

• quiet lane bicycle network: cllrs were interested in the 
extension of the Sustrans network locally and wanted to know 
how they might support Cllr. Fairman’s initiative on this 

 

6. Planning 
Matters: 

PA23/06884: Proposed barn for the storage of horsebox, machinery and 
hay. Land North Of Holly Lodge, Folders Lane, St Teath. > by Friday 6th.  

Cllrs moved to support unanimously. 

6a. Planning applications received after publication of agenda. None 

7. Financial 
matters: 

a. Bank Balance:  to September 25th - £5345.10  

b. Salary and payments:   

http://www.parish-council.com/michaelstow/index.asp?pageid=707422
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clerks monthly salary paid in arrears by SO                           £  419.30 

payment for general maintenance                                             £  140 

c. Banking issues. The clerk had returned the Barclays form with 
addresses of each member [DOB to come]. He had sent this along with 
a co-signed letter of instruction asking for every member of the parish 
council to become a signatory on the account. 

d. Six month accounts. The clerks calculations show that with precept 
income and a balance carried over from last year, the council had about 
£10,000 income for the year. Six months expenditure was at £4345 and 
a basic projection of annual costs were twice that at £8690, leaving 
about £1001 as a ‘float’. Councils are advised to have a safety balance 
float of 25% of annual income. With an election year in 2024 
recommendations are that parish councils have at least a float of £2000 
in case of a contested election.  

 

8. LMP & 
maintenance: 

Cllr. ffrench Blake was experimenting [with Mr. Eaton] with some 
alternative approaches to managing the green, such as mulching and 
zoning areas. Mr. Button wanted flat grass and had concerns about 
ticks in long grass. Cllr. ffrench Blake asked for the item to be put on 
the agenda so that the parish council might fully discuss their policy on 
public land maintenance in the parish. 

 

9. Community: 
Network / 
Correspondence: 

The chair had attended a network meeting on 18th September. There 
were about 40 people there and wide-ranging discussion took place. He 
had made contact with influencers who might help prevent the 
increasing vehicle speeds though Michaelstow by helping to procure 
and manage a speed camera. 

 

10. Parish 
Matters & AOB: 

֎ Visit of Ms. Challenger to graveyard Oct. 16th 23: the clerk would 
share any communications he had from Ms. Challenger. Several people 
were interested in attending the visit. 

 

11. Date of next 
Meeting: 

The date of the next meeting is Thursday November 2nd at 8pm 

 

12. To Close The chair closed the meeting at 20.55 

 

Meetings dates for 2023: December 14. 


