Haltwhistle Town Council - Minutes for the Meeting on Monday 1st  of December 2025 at 6:30pm Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor

Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr A Howells, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr S Dalglish
Also Present: County Councillor Rachel Mathieson, Emma Ackroyd (Clerk), Jan Birks (Deputy Clerk)

-6pm The Council welcomed Neill Harrison from Northumbria police to receive his summary of crimes and discuss Haltwhistle. 

Tribute to John Clark
Prior to the meeting, the Council observed a minute of silence in memory of John Clark, former councillor and freeman of Haltwhistle. A short tribute was given recognising his over 50 years of service to the town and his involvement in numerous community initiatives, including the Swimming Pool Committee, St John's Ambulance, the Smith Trust, and youth sports. John’s funeral will take place on Thursday 11th of December at Holy Cross Church.

260/25 – Apologies for Absence None received.

261/25 – Public Questions None received.

262/25 – Declarations of Interest None declared.

263/25 – Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd November 2025 were agreed as a true and correct record. Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved

264/25 – Matters Arising from the Minutes
· Remembrance Service noted as well-attended (approx. 200 attendees).
· Late-night shopping and Spook Night reported as successful.
· Positive feedback on Christmas lights received.
· Haltwhistle Swimming Pool & Leisure Centre received 50-year Recognition Award.

265/25 – Grounds
265/25.01 – Grounds Committee Meeting
· Bus Stop: Temporary Christmas stickers approved.
· Bus Stop Metal Surround: To be cleaned and repainted.
· Benches: Put repainting work to tender in spring with clear specification.
· Noticeboard Fundraising: Agreed to proceed with Valentine’s Day coffee morning fundraiser.
· Comb Hill Lights: Deferred – awaiting quotes. Trial light proposed. Clerk to follow up.
· Mosaic: Clerk to chase Sam Talbot for update.
· Storey’s Farm Footpath: Path passable, minor mud at gates. Downed sign reported via FixMyStreet.
· Alston Arches: Formal report to be submitted to Environment Agency.
· Zebra Crossing: Lights now match – issue resolved. The Council thanks Cllr Rachel Mathieson for her efforts in progressing this matter.
	
265/25.02 – Public Seating and Bus Shelters
· All other bus shelters in acceptable condition.
· Seating tender to be advertised for summer repainting and minor repairs.
265/25.03 – Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· Lighting concerns ongoing; Clerk to contact Nick Postma for update on Combe Hill batteries.
· Pig Market area to be added back to the NCC grass-cutting schedule from April.
· Clerk to follow up on slow signage and zebra crossing post removal.

266/25 – Northumberland County Council Report
· Cllr Rachel Mathieson praised the town’s Christmas lights and shopping night.
· Town Hall work: developers stated they are “ready to roll” pending contractor arrangements.
· Accessibility at railway bridge raised as a major issue under both County and Grounds reports, particularly relating to drainage and poor conditions for wheelchair users.
· Positive responses now being received on old school building and Borderlands queries after initial delays.

267/25 – Police Report
· Clerk to contact Kate Benson in regard to some items discussed in the Police Report.

268/25 – Neighbourhood Plan
· Proposal to invite a new business owner to a future meeting, pending the approval of the rest of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee

269/25 – Borderlands
· Meeting scheduled for Wednesday.
· Consultant engaged to assess options for activity hub.
· Petition for First School use as care home to be reviewed in January.
· Awaiting response on Right to Contest application – resubmitted to central government.

270/25 – Monthly Councillor Surgery
· 20th of December surgery to be attended by Cllrs Sharp and Heppell. This surgery will have a focus on the Precept and members of the public are invited to attend with queries
· One concern raised: illegal parking on Castle Hill. Reported via FixMyStreet.

271/25 – Planning Applications
· The Grey Bull: Retrospective application for change of use from holiday let to residential – No objections.

272/25 – Christmas Lights
· Contribution of £4,500 formally agreed.
Proposed: Cllr A Howells, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved

273/25 – Precept 2026–27
· Precept increase of 12.5% agreed, amount £202,500.
This was discussed at length and the rise is attributed to
· Inflation and rising costs of services and wages
· The continued support of many local services
· The program of maintenance and repairs
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Howells – Approved by 9:1 majority

274/25 – Grant Requests
· Charlotte Straker Trust: £100 donation approved.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved

275/25 – Financial Matters
· Reports received and approved:
· Bank and Cash Balances (as of 28 Nov)
· Receipts and Payments
· Reconciliation & Income/Expenditure
Proposed: Cllr A Cheverst, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved

276/25 – Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee No items raised.

277/25 – Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre Accounts received and noted.

278/25 – Media & Press No items raised.

279/25 – Correspondence Noted.

280/25 – Any Other Business (AOB)
· Trees near old school causing drain blockage – request for sweeper and inspection agreed.
· Environment Agency and HSE to be contacted again regarding holes under Alston Arches.
· Clerk to chase ‘slow’ road marking again. 
· Mosaic repair suggestion to include community artist noted, but may be too late.

281/25 – Date of Next Meeting
Monday 12th of January 2026 at 6.30pm, Haltwhistle Library, First Floor
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