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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th May 2015 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Mrs S Mash, N Thom, J Smith,P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Elizabeth Mitchell and Giles Holloway from ABC's Housing Services, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
3110.
Apologies & reasons for absence: Community Warden Lee Kidd & PCSO Julia Ghost
3111.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters;  None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
3112.  To elect a Chairman:  Cllr Thom proposed Cllr Rivers, seconded by Cllr Venning.  There being no further nominations Cllr Rivers was unanimously elected.

3113.  To elect a Vice-Chairman:  Cllr Mrs S Mash proposed Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Thom.   There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was unanimously elected.
3114.
As this has been an Election Year all members signed the Declaration of Office.
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session
3115.  To elect members to Housing Committee: Cllrs.Rivers, Venning & Thom
3116.  To elect members to Village Caretaker Committee:  Cllrs. Rivers & Smith & the Clerk
3117.  To elect members to Working Parties:

 a) Finance – Cllrs Smith, Rivers and the Clerk


 b) Open Spaces – Deferred until next meeting


 c) Highways – Cllr Venning


 d) Footpaths – Cllr Smith


 e) Cemetery – Cllr Mrs S Mash
3118.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings:  Cllrs Rivers & Smith
3119.   To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum or similar:  Cllr Venning
3120.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee:  Cllr Thom
3121. 
To elect 1 representative to the Parish Forum:  Cllr Rivers
3122.
To elect 1 representative to Tenterden Day Centre:  Cllr Mrs S Mash
3123.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th April 2015: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
3124.   Matters Arising:

a)  Gullies – Clerk had received a spreadsheet from Highways indicating that 29 gullies had recently been cleansed in Poplar Road and to let them know of any other problems.  Clerk had reported that 3 had been missed and perhaps could be included when The Street was attended to.


b) Flashing 30mph sign – Cllr Venning informed the meeting that this still wasn't working.  Clerk reported that she had various matters outstanding with Highways so it was agreed that future emails when sent to Ron Swan be copied to Cllrs, Mike Hill and Andrew Loosemore at KCC.
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c)  Assets of Community Value – Cllr Venning reported that when he had looked into this further he had found that the system for registering assets was very complicated so it was agreed that just two be put forward namely the Pub and the shop. 
3125.   Planning Application: (Previously circulated to Cllrs)


15/00463/AS  Underhill, Rye Road – Single storey rear infill, side and rear extensions, Re-cladding of walls.  Replacement garage and enlarged parking area.  Fully supported by Councillors.


15/00579/AS  Land rear of 12-16 Jubilee Field – Erection of 4 three bedroom semi-detached dwellings for affordable rent.  The officers from ABC Housing Services had spoken during the Public Session and had agreed to make some amendments to the plan as requested by nearby residents.  After a full discussion it was agreed to support the plan in principle with the amendments as discussed with the Housing officers.

3126.
To resolve to adopt the Code of Conduct as put before the Council on 10th March 2015:


Resolved.
3127.
To decide upon a course of action to encourage the co-option of 2 additional councillors as only 5 had stood for election:  After a full discussion it was agreed to put an article in The Outlook on Oxney.
3128.
To consider the request to reinstate the plaque on the front of the Village Fountain by the Village Hall:  It was clarified that it is actually a new plaque that is required as the previous one has been missing for some considerable time.  After a full discussion it was agreed to suggest that the History Society take this project on.  They could obtain quotes and then come to the Parish Council for a grant towards the cost.
3129.
To discuss the possibility of creating a memorial area at the bottom of the Cemetery:  This had come about due to the planting of the sapling which the Rules & Regs. do not allow.  No one had contacted the Clerk as yet.  After a full discussion it was agreed to defer any discussion of creating a memorial area but in the meantime (after 31st May) the sapling would be moved to the bottom of the Cemetery for planting in the boundary fence of the proposed Cemetery extension in due course.  The sapling (a birch) would remain as a memorial for whoever had planted it in the first place. A stake with this information will be left in the original planting position for a while.
3130.
To consider and resolve the allowing of a name on a memorial of someone not actually interred in the Cemetery:  This was agreed as long as the wording 'and  ….............. whose ashes are interred elsewhere'
3131
To agree to Warehorne Parish Council's Payroll being run on our Payroll system: The Clerk explained that this request had come about as she is Acting Clerk there for the next 3 months.  Warehorne had offered to pay half the annual cost.  The Clerk will process both payrolls.  Cllrs agreed to this.
3132
To ratify End of Year Statement & Budget & Receipts and Payments Account:  Ratified and signed.  
3133.
Annual Return:


i)   Statement of Accounts signed by the Chairman and Clerk


ii)  Annual Governance Statement completed and signed by the Chairman
3134.   Correspondence:


a)  Came & Co – Insurance Renewal £755.28 .  Agreed.

b)  Local Council Review £17.  Agreed.

c)  Ashford Borough Council Briefing Note No. 3. Celebration of the 800th Anniversary of the Magna Carta – After a short discussion it was agreed not to do anything officially.


For noting:

d)  Certificate of Membership from Action with Communities in Rural Kent
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Forwarded by E-mail:  


e)  PCSO Julia Ghost's Report     f)  NALC's Direction of Travel     g)  KALC – My Community Rights Programme 15-16     h)  CMP – Access to the Countryside     i)  KALC – DCLG Consultation on Local Government Ombudsman & Larger Councils     k)  South East Water – The Source Spring 2015     l) KCC Guide to drainage     m) Parish News May 2015

3135.   Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:  


i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.  

ii) Caretaker's End of Year Statement.  Noted.

b) Planning: 


    Decisions received:  


    15/00238/AS 3 Poplar Road – Erected of a rear single storey sun room                       Granted

    15/00239/AS 3 Poplar Road – Erection of a rear single storey sun room                      Granted

    (Listed Building Consent)


    15/00325/AS  Stafford Farm, Moons Green – Certificate of Lawful Development – use of land


                           for the keeping or horses                         Existing Use/Development is Lawful

    15/00384/AS  11 Swan Cottages – Erection of detached double garage with room above, part

                                       first floor and part two storey side extension and front porch                  Granted

                Considered since last meeting:
               15/00358/AS  Land north east of Oxney Farm, Moons Green – Erection of a 40m x 20m


                          Riding Arena                                                                                              Support 

c)  Highways  - Nothing further to report

d)  Footpaths –  Clerk reported that AT77A the start of resurfacing is scheduled for 2 weeks time

e)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report
3136.  Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies:

i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom reported that £637 had been raised from the Run.  Black Out curtains will be replacing the present blinds to supplement the black out blinds ready for the showing of films.  Equipment has been installed.  The Hall is being hired out more often.

3137.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  14th May 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
3138.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  9th June 2015 at 7.30pm
3139.
Items for information: 


a)  The Chairman gave an update on the Wittersham Film Society. The first film showing will be free.  The cost of membership will be £10 per person per annum with a £4 entry charge and £6 for non members. 


b)  CCG Ashford Rural Stakeholders Meeting.  The Chairman reported on a recent meeting he had chaired when the following priorities had been highlighted:- Community Hospitals/Care at


Home, Mental Health, Hypertension, Children's Services and Urgent Care. 


c) VOICES – Cllr Smith reported on the last meeting he had attended when the main topic had been on what the final plan should look like.


d) Shop – Cllr Smith updated the meeting on the recent problems with regard to retrospective planning and building regs.  He had been able to speak to ABC officers to find out what exactly was needed and some action has already been taken.


e)  The Clerk explained that she had received an invoice from Lexie Datta for £48 for some plants for the Triangle and had written a cheque.  Payment had been authorised at the March meeting.


f)  The Clerk read out the Community Warden's Report.
1340
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public:  There being no public present this wasn't necessary.

The meeting closed at 22.35hrs
