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Submissions for the next issue of the Chat
Next Chat “deadline”:  Input would be appreciated by 10th March, but can probably be
accepted a few days after this date - please check with the editor.
Please email articles to the editor at charltonchat@yahoo.co.uk or by post/hand delivery to
Peter Holland, 25 Park Street, Charlton, or phone 01666 823719.
Do you know anyone outside the village who would like to receive a copy of Charlton Parish
Chat? Annual subscription - £5.     Call Marion Adkins on 824684
Small ads . . .
Charlton Chat accepts adverts from local people, businesses and organisations.
Per issue,  a small display box, approx. a twelfth of a page costs £1;
                  a quarter page £5;
                  a half-page £10 and
                  a full page £20.
Contact the editor, or Marion Adkins 824684

Successful Year for the Charlton Band
2024, has been a very successful year for the Charlton Band of Bellringers, which
culminated with our 25th Anniversary celebrations, on the 17th November with a special
Evensong Service, followed by a magnificent tea in the Village Hall, arranged by the PCC,
with a special cake made by Pauline Smith, a bell ringer from Minety. With particularly
good timing, we were awarded the Harry Heath Bell Trophy for the most improved band
in the Chippenham Branch of the Glos & Bristol Association.
With 3 new learners, we are getting closer to the number of ringers that would be ideal,
two per rope, with six bells, therefore twelve, and we have eight. And with support from
Minety, we have rung for every Service and every Practice. We are looking forward to
an even better year in 2025.
                                                   Bob Blanden - Tower Captain

Celebrating our success at winning the Harry Heath Trophy



2

 The last Parish Chat had a notice about
what is happening in Charlton on May
10th.

Since then we have delivered a written
notice to all houses in Park Street and a
good few throughout the rest of the village,
but not outside, so here is a chance for
everyone to hear what is happening at
Charlton Church and the Village Hall, and
also in 22 other Churches that circle around
us, on the second Saturday in May.

Firstly, the World Record will be to get the
most number of Bellringers to ring for 5
minutes each, in bands of 6 at a time, as we
do all the time anyway, with not requiring
anything more than ringing ‘Rounds’,
123456, but some bands may choose and be
able to ring something a little more
interesting, either Call Changes, where the
‘Conductor’ calls the bells into different
sequences, so the ringer changes the speed
briefly, to go faster or slower, to change the
order, or some may choose to ring a ‘short
touch of a chosen method’, where the
sequences change on every ‘stroke’. Ringing
has its own language!

The bands will have pre-registered a time
slot, as we will be having to be very
organised, and we will have to be very strict
to speed up the changeover, so as to not get
behind. 10 bands in an hour, from 9.00 am
till 9.00 pm, has the potential for 120 bands
of 6, so with a possibility of 720 part-
icipating. There are 1100 members of just
the Glos & Bristol ringing Association alone,
and we already have people interested to
come for the day from as far afield as
Lancashire, Sussex and Cornwall.

The second reason that some will be
coming, is that we are also organising 22
other Church Bell Towers to be available for
timed periods throughout the day, that will

attract ‘Tower Grabbers’, like me, that enjoy
visiting and ringing other towers, and there
are over 6,000 worldwide. We also have the
Touring Tower coming, a Mobile Belfry, that
has been built for promoting bell ringing, as
they are much smaller bells that even
children can learn very quickly on, that will
be at the Village Hall, where there will be
refreshments, and the Car Parking will be,
as we will apply for a Road Closure Notice,
to prevent visiting bell ringers from
blocking up Park Street, which doesn’t take
many cars to achieve. We will also put in
some temporary ‘Sound Control’ to reduce
the already quite quiet bells from
disrupting the residents near to the
Church.

Contd...

Bell Ringing World Record attempt at Charlton 10/5/25

The plaque that commemorates the
restoration of the bells in 1999
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CHARLTON PARISH CHAT FEB-MAR 25 -  PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

Shindig Festival
· Another festival is coming to Charlton

Park (we assume all residents know that
WOMAD has moved elsewhere –
though first taking a year off, this year).

· This is Shindig Festival (look it up on
the internet), 22-25 May.  They claim to
be a family-friendly festival with lots of
activities for children – and for that
reason they schedule themselves in
half-term.

· They were previously in Somerset.  We
have found no evidence to dispute their
claim that they had a very amicable
relationship there.

· The PC was consulted about their
licencing application and had no
comment.

· The Festival intend to allow free access
for parish residents on the Thursday.
Full detail of the arrangements will be
in the April/May Chat.

· Incidentally – Existance festival will
be returning this year – 12-15 June.

Contd...

This whole event is to raise funds for the
Church to replace the now old LPG heating
system, that is in the North Porch, so that
we can install an Accessible Toilet with
provision for baby changing, and a
Kitchenette for providing drinks and light
refreshments, and somewhere to wash up!
We hope that everyone can get behind this
unique event, and there is still just enough
time, that if anyone would like to
participate, with a concerted effort, we
could   get   them    to   ringing    rounds   and

becoming a World Record holder, with a
Certificate to prove it. I was lucky enough to
take part in a similar event on a racecourse
in the West of Ireland, where 154 of us
shore sheep with Hand Shears, which is
recorded on YouTube, and we intend to try
and Livestream this.

Anyone wanting to learn in time, or anyone
with any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact me:

                         Bob Blanden. Tel: 07860689391
or email: bob@blanden.co.uk

The event  celebrating the hanging of the bells
that was held on the 17th November last year.
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Parish Council Election

· Local elections are on 1 May 25.  This includes both Wiltshire Council and all Town and
Parish Councils in Wiltshire – including Charlton PC.

· All of our current Parish Cllrs will stand down and those who wish to stand again must
complete nomination papers.  Similarly, anyone else who wants to stand for election
must complete the nomination papers.

· Nomination papers have to be hand-delivered to Wilts Council in the period
between 12 Mar-2 Apr, between the hours of 10am-4pm.

· If you wish to stand you should look at the Electoral Commission website guidance -
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-parish-council-elections-
england .

· You should also keep an eye on the Wiltshire Council website -
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-elections .

· If you have any questions, contact Wilts Council Electoral Services.  The Parish Clerk
can also give some advice.

PC Facebook Page
· The PC is going to start a PC Facebook

page.  The intent is to improve
communication between the PC and
residents.

· Only the PC Chairman and Clerk will be
able to post items to this page.  Readers
will be able to comment.  It will
therefore be free from business
advertisements.

 

Parish Council Website
· The Parish Council website address has

changed.  It is now
www.charltonnorthwilts-pc.gov.uk .

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Precept 2025/26
· The PC has set the precept for the

coming year.  Being aware that Wilts
Council has lost a lot of central Govt
funding, as have the police, and that
both are likely to need to increase their
Council Tax by the maximum allowed,
the PC decided to set our precept at a
figure that leaves residents’ payments
unchanged.  This means a reduced
precept of £9,888 (is £10,000 in the
current year)

 Elm Hill Defibrillator
· The PC has decided to buy and support

a 2nd defibrillator, for the rural area of
the parish.

· It will be located at the Elm Hill area
(SN16 9DS), at the junction of Pink Lane
and Pond Lane, on an external and
easily-accessible wall of Great Elm Farm
(with the kind permission of the
farmer).

 · It will take time to arrange.  It is hoped
it will be in position and operational
before the next (Apr/May) issue of the
Chat.

 

Defibrillator Training
· There will be (free) defibrillator

training in the Village Hall on Sat 29
Mar 9.30-11.30 am.

· Readers should bear in mind that
80% of heart attacks happen at
home, so you may be the one to save
the life of the person you live with!  A
good reason to attend the training
every couple of years or so.
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Firstly a happy new year to you all from the
Charlton Recreational Centre committee!

Since the last issue of the Chat, the hall
committee held its AGM (December).
During the meeting both Anne Holland and
Helen Sunderland decided not to stand for
re-election. Both stated that they would like
to help out when needed, but after being
highly valued members of the committee
for many years the rest of the committee
passed on their gratitude for all the work
and efforts they had contributed to the
committee and hall. The committee also
took the opportunity to vote in Mrs Vanessa
Rawlings who has kindly offered to take up
the role of committee secretary, leaving
Tracey Hobbs with the role of booking
secretary.

The recent changeover of committee
members have left a few vacancies, so if you
would like to join our small team trying to

CHARLTON RECREATIONAL CENTRE
make a small difference in your local area,
please get in touch with any of the
committee members or send an email to
charltonhall22@gmail.com. All offers of
assistance would be greatly received.

With the lack of committee members, we
are still to decide on how to spend the two
grants kindly donated by the Malmesbury
area board, however the expectation is that
they will be used to improve the hall
lighting and possibly make a few small
changes to the children's play area.

We are also looking for volunteers to assist
in any future use of the hall as an
emergency hub. We are merely looking at
holding a list of people who may have some
skills that could be used in a local
emergency. If you believe you could help,
please get in touch with committee
members or send an email to the gmail
account above. The Parish council are
looking at buying some emergency
equipment that will be used once the hub
is set up. The only work needed will be once
the hall is setup as the emergency hub, so
please don’t hesitate in adding your name
to a standby list.

Contd....

Coffee Mornings @ Charlton Village Hall

10.30am on Mondays:
 3rd February,  3rd March

and 7th AprilAll are welcome
Hand sanitiser supplied Widely spaced chairs
Well ventilated hall Bring your own cup if you prefer

£1 Charge

Do ring me if you want a lift. Anne 823719 

Funds raised support Charlton Recreational Centre 279819
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Regarding the hall and surrounding area,
the Avonvale FC are still looking to use the
area directly at the back of the hall for the
rest of the football season and we have been
approached by another cricket club who
have expressed a wish to ground share with
our local club, more to come as plans are
progressed!

Other updates around the hall include the
recent damage to the car park light. The
storms towards the end of the year led to
the wooden pole holding the car park light
to fall over. We are currently waiting on 2
quotes before looking to replace the pole
and light. The committee have also seen
that the car park is being used by
unapproved users. The car park is only to be
used by hall hirers or if visiting the play
park. If you want to use the car park
overnight, please gain the committees
approval by sending an email to the gmail
account above.

The committee have also been informed
that some dog owners are not cleaning up
their dogs mess from the playing fields.

There are fixed penalty fines for this,
however with many people looking to use
our local facilities, including our children,
could you please ensure that you pick up
after your pets.

The committee are also looking at getting
some professional assistance to help with
some of the trees surrounding the playing
field. The expectation is that this will be
completed by summer this year.

There are still a few numbers left in the
Charlton 150 club, so if you would like the
opportunity to support the hall whilst also
being in with a chance of winning a
monthly cash prize, please speak to the
committee members or send an email to
150clubcharlton@gmail.com

The general meetings for February and March are:
FRIDAY 28th Frebruary - Rowing the Oceans - Roz Savage MP
Roz Savage is the only woman to row solo across the world’s “Big Three” oceans. She holds
four Guinness World Records, and was appointed a Member of the Order of the British
Empire for services to fundraising and the environment.
She was inspired to brave the oceans when she realised two things: 1) we are all capable of
much more than we tend to believe we are, and 2) we need to make some changes if we're
going to live healthy lives on a thriving planet. So she used her voyages to expand her own
limits, and to promote sustainable living.
In July 2024, Roz was elected as the Member of Parliament for the South Cotswolds.
Thursday 27th March - Working with the ghosts of Hampton Court Palace - Sarah
Slater
Sarah is a Guide lecturer and Tourist Guide who has worked for Historic Royal Palaces,
since 2008. She is qualified as Blue badge tourist guide for the whole of the South  Central
Region and is also a White Badge Guide Lecturer for Hampton Court Palace.

MALMESBURY & DISTRICTMALMESBURY & DISTRICTMALMESBURY & DISTRICT
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Charlton Village Hall Hire for parties, events, business hire, etc.

The Local rate is available to residents of Charlton, Hankerton & Garsdon

To enquire about using the Village Hall or Playing Field, whether for a one-off event or
regular booking please email us on enquiries@charltonvillagehall.co.uk or call Tracey
Hobbs on 07557 124628.

See: www.charltonvillagehall.co.uk/bookings/ for details of the current bookings and a
copy of the booking form and terms and conditions.

Special Events Package: All day booking, plus access to the premises from the middle of
the previous day to 10.00am the following day.   Use of all Hall facilities and a roped off
area outside.

Children’s Parties: 4 hours access to the Hall. 

Friday and Saturday Evenings: Access to the Hall from 6.00pm to midnight.
All other event and party bookings are chargeable by the hour. The hirer should request a
booking that covers their total occupancy of the Hall (i.e. including setting and clearing
up).

Event Type Deposit Charge (Local*) Charge (Other)

Special Event £100 £450 £550

Children’s Party £50 £35 £55

Friday or Saturday Evening £100 £100 £150

Other Events £50 £10 per hour £15 per hour

Charlton Recreational Centre -
150 Club Monthly Prize Draw Winners

December January
1st 42 S.River-Carnac 1st 57 T.Argent
2nd 61 R.Koenig 2nd 16 B.Kibble
3rd 67 M.Ody 3rd 66 R.Whitworth

If you would like join us & support the upkeep and improvement of the village hall and its
facilities then please email

150clubcharlton@gmail.com 
or call Tracey on 07557 124628 to reserve tickets

An annual ticket is £20 and your number will be entered into each monthly draw for a
chance to win a £20, £30 or a £50 prize.
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A New Year starts full of mystery, excitement and fear, as to what will happen
and how we will respond.

Often we pass through life quickly; time seems to get faster as we get older. We
hurry to our next appointment and stop looking at what is around us, we miss
out on the beauty and wonder of creation.

On a course I attended recently I was told to spend at least one hour a week, if
not more, doing something I enjoy as this would inspire and revitalise me.

I pass this information on and suggest you make this a priority, a New Year
resolution to keep. I assure you that it helps and I pray that you will find
strength when you need it, joy to inspire and peace to calm the worries.

I pray that each of you will see more clearly what exists around us, seeing the
amazing diversity on our planet of all living things. How we all are linked and
need each other. May you find pleasure in all created things. May you face
bravely and enthusiastically the responsibility to preserve and care for our
beautiful earth.

God, surprise us again.
When we miss the beauty and the joy of earth's goodness…
When we grow too accustomed to life's busyness…
When the goodness of others gets lost in the rush…
When our frailty outruns our strength…
When the hope in our heart fades away…
When the call to serve others loses its flavour…
When loneliness pursues us…
When it seems the darkness will never give way to the light…
When the ache of the world wears our compassion thin…
When the troubles of others seem more than we can carry…
When even you seem far away from us…
       God, surprise us again.

May you awake each morning with a thank you on your lips and in your heart,
recognising that all is a gift, that all is a blessing.

God Bless you.

A  message from Revd. Sarah Wyman
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Malmesbury
and District
Garden
Club

The Club Meeting
schedule runs from September
through to April inclusive.
Meetings are held on the second
Monday of the month starting at
7:30pm, unless holidays interrupt
this schedule.

10 February 2025 : AGM followed
by Non-peat Growing Materials :
Victoria Wright

10 March 2025 : Garden Heaven :
Vanessa Berridge

  If you would like to advertise in the Chat, please see page 1….
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HELEN SUNDERLAND
GARDEN DESIGN
 

For all aspects of garden design,
construction, planting and
management.

 

                     20 years experience
                No project too big or small
Please contact 07778 529421 or email
helen@mrmcgregors.com

 Holiday cottages
available

for short breaks,
weekends

and weekly
bookings. Also

Bed & Breakfast
accommodation.

 

Contact Ruth Baker
 01666 577274 

Centrally Heated Holiday
home for hire located on
Cornwall/Devon border
sleeps up to 6 people

 (1 Double, 2 Twin
bedrooms).

Short Breaks available
All Electricity Included

Swimming Pools on site
Bar & Restaurant on site

For more information:
Call Bob on 01666 860308

www.23manorcombe.co.uk

James Hutton
Motor mechanic
Email:
james13.hutton@outlook.com

Cowage Farm
Foxley, SN16 0JH

Tel: 07568193062
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The Dragonfly Café and Nature Centre
Situated on the Lower Moor nature reserve overlooking Cottage Lake is the newly built
but already becoming firmly established Dragonfly Café and Nature Centre.
Since 2007 the reserve has been home to a plethora of wildlife from insects to otters
and offers the opportunity to get lost in the nature we endeavour to protect.

                           Open all year round, the Dragonfly Café and Nature Centre is
                             the perfect spot to sight otters, herons and (of course) the
                               many species of dragonfly, ideal for professional
                              and amateur wildlife photographers and passionate
                              nature enthusiasts.

The Dragonfly and Nature Centre caters for those with a sweet or
savoury tooth presenting delicious homemade scones baked fresh
 every morning, fresh homemade soups and a variety of heavenly
cakes including vegan and gluten free options.
With excellent locally roasted coffee and hot chocolate to warm you in winter as well as
refreshing apple juice made from apples in Lower Moor orchard to cool you in summer,
the Dragonfly can start your journey around the reserve or end it with a well deserved
treat.

Dragonfly Café
& Nature Centre

Lower Moor Nature Reserve
Oaksey, SN16 9TW

Enjoy freshly baked scones and cakes whilst watching
dragonflies

over Cottage Lake

Find us at: https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/dragonfly-cafe
Or on Instagram follow us @dragonfly.cafe_

Lower Moor Nature Reserve is on the road between Oaksey
and Somerford Keynes.
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Foxley Plumbing & Heating 
Oil Boiler Installation, Servicing And Repairs

Oil Tank Replacement
Heating Installation And Repairs

Bathroom Installations
Unvented Cylinder Systems

No Job Too Small

Tim Hibbard 

Malmesbury (01666) 822863
Mobile 07966 462202
Email     foxleyph@gmail.com  
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Who’s who 
Rector Revd Bob Molton 848684
Associate Minister Revd Sarah Wyman       577159
Licensed Lay Minister Richenda Milton-Daws      824029
Licensed Lay Minister Rachel Swatton 861035
PCC Churchwarden/Treasurer Marion Adkins 07909 911753
Associate Churchwarden Kate Badcock 822252
Captain of bell ringers Bob Blanden 860308
Secretary of bell ringers Christopher Daws 824029
Church organist Megan Mills 823840
Village Hall booking Tracey Hobbs 07557 124628
Charlton newsletter Peter Holland    823719

Charlton Parish Councillors:
Tom Blanden       charltonchairman@gmail.com 860308
Marion Adkins 824684
Lord Suffolk        Earl.Suffolk@CharltonPark.Estate
Philip Baffour 822721
Elizabeth Garforth-Bles 824380
David Rawlings 826654
Hannah Piet 824650
Philip Thompson 825482
Jennifer Walker 823228

Parish Council Clerk:
Michael Bromley-Gardner      clerk@charltonnorthwilts-pc.gov.uk 07972 266767

or mrbg1@outlook.com

The Parish Office
The Old Squash Court, Holloway,

Malmesbury, SN16 9BA
Administrator: Kath Tallboys
Office: 01666 825019,   opening hours:

 Monday and Wednesday   9.00am -
4.00pm and Friday 9.00am -3.30pm

or: bbbandgb@gmail.com .

Rector:                            01666 848684.
Associate Minister:   01666 577169.

Contact us for wedding or baptism inquiries
and other matters regarding the Braydon
Brook Group (Ashley, Charlton, Crudwell,
Hankerton, Minety & Oaksey).

Useful Websites:

The Village Hall website is at:
www.charltonvillagehall.co.uk 

The Parish Council website is at: 
www.charltonnorthwilts-pc.gov.uk

Charlton Church website is at:
www.braydonbrook.co.uk

Also see the Charlton Community
Hub on Facebook.




