
NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL


Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr B Cole, Cllr S Moulson		
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr T Dainty


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 10Tth SEPTEMBER 2025 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

1 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements & Public Session
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:30pm welcoming everyone present.  There were four members of the public in attendance. Apologies were received from Cllrs Groom and Cliff. Unitary Cllr T Dainty attended the meeting. 
A resident made a representation regarding a planning application, drawing Councillors to the material planning grounds forming the basis of their objections submitted to the Planning Department. 
A second resident objected to the proposals outlined in the application, again stating the overbearing nature of the scheme and loss of residential amenity for the neighbouring property.
A third resident attended the Meeting to make a representation regarding their planning application, clarifying design, size and scale details. 
The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council is not the determining authority for planning applications and that it is a consultee in the process only.  

2	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th July (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting. Cllr Cole proposed that they are a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
The Chairman confirmed that a new daylight controller sensor has been installed for the car park lighting. 

5	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Dainty informed the Meeting that Shropshire Council has gone into special measures.  It needs to find £900,000 within the next few months in order to avoid S114 being imposed. A balanced budget for this financial year was previously set. A new budget will be agreed in April 2026.  
The School was not originally included in Shropshire Council’s rollout programme for schools and hospitals. If implemented it would have to be part of a wider limit.  Officers are not looking to expand the list of 75 currently identified (agenda item for November). 
Road line re-marking is being done across the county as part of a capital expense programme. 
Cllr Dainty reported that Woore Parish Counc is keen to discuss a shared maintenance programme with Norton, maybe to establish a joint funding pot.  The Norton in Hales community car park cannot be included in this as it is not a Shropshire Council asset.   

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
Cllr Cole to attend the NSAC meeting on Monday.

6	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
Nothing raised for attention.
Potholes by Tunstall Hall heading to A53 noted.

b)	Norton in Hales Ward	
Overgrown hedges on Chaple Lane noted.  Residents have requested a SLOW road marking for the bend (no footway). Cllr Sadler gave an update on development  at Bearstone View.

c)	Footpaths – to report concerns				
Nothing to report. 

d)	Road closures – to report
No current closures to note. 

e)	Street lighting – to report issues				
All lights reported to be in good order. 

f)	Highways matters – to raise concerns
It was reported again that Betton Bank road markings need to be repainted. 

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
No matters of concern were raised. 

h)	In Bloom Group update
The Group are not planning to enter into any competitions at this time. 

i)	School update						
Cllr Cliff not present to give an update. 

j)	Hedges											
The Councillors discussed a number of hedges in the village which need trimming, causing either pedestrian access or visibility issues. Cllr Cole to raise awareness in the Bradlingstone, Cllr Mouslon to approach landowners. 				

7	Jubilee Hall – To receive report from Hall reps
A recent craft fair held raised c£250 and was well attended.  A cheese and wine evening is the next planned event.  The Committee is looking to create disabled facilities and to have two designated disabled parking spaces marked out in the car park.  
8	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a)	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance 
The latest monthly inspection reported no issues, all items marked as low risk.  
The Annual Inspection has not yet been received. The cost of this has been shared this year between the Recreation Field Association and the Parish Council. The Council will look to budget for the cost of the annual inspection in the next budget. To consider at November’s meeting. 

b)	Playground Steering Group – Update on lottery funding bid
It was reported that a £5k grant application has been approved.  The Lottery bid has been started, a comprehensive budget and quotes to support it are required.  The Group will consider alternative options so that it has a backup plan should grant funding applications not be successful. 


c)	Inspections – to receive monthly operational inspection reports/PLI/Annual inspection 
The playground equipment is in good order as reported above. 

d)	Community car park – maintenance
Cllr Eardley has been in discussions with the Hinds Head regarding ongoing maintenance.  It has been estimated that between 1-1.5 hours per week maintenance is needed.  To discuss at November’s meeting.  

e)	Asset maintenance
The Councillors discussed the asset check undertaken over the summer.  The notice board needs new support posts.  The village name sign on the Adderley Road has been damaged.  The concrete pad at the Horsewash is breaking up where it joins the tarmac.  
The Clerk confirmed that the Land Registration for the community car park has been finalised. 
Agreement for a specific location at the Hinds Head for a bleed kit cabinet needs to be determined. A plaque may need to be moved. To take forward to November. 

9	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters: 
Youth offer questionnaire; On the beat newsletter; SALC bulletins; SaTH updates; Numbers plus statement; On the beat newsletter; SC council partnerships memorandum; SALC AGM; Land Registry update; 
The Councillors discussed the Memorandum of Understanding document issued by Shropshire Council. Cllr Dainty was asked to secure a list of assets which the Parish Council could feasibly consider taking over for maintenance purposes, perhaps sharing costs with other neighbouring parishes.  The document is intended to be a working document. 	The Councillors will need to consider the wider impact such a working arrangement might have on the annual precept. To take forward for further discussion in November. 

10	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole will include hedge cutting reminders.  It was agreed that any road closures affecting the parish will be advertised on the village Facebook page. 

b)	Defibrillator – to update on the installation of the Betton defib unit/cabinet and stand; Bleed kit cabinet
The new defib, cabinet and stand are due to be installed at the Betton By-Ways on 22nd September by Shropshire Council, in the absence of being able to find an alternative contractor with the necessary permits in place willing to undertake the job.  The cost will be £600 + VAT.  The expenditure was proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Car charging units – confirmation of account setup and direct debit instruction
VAT status needs to be confirmed – the company classifications are ambiguous and are not applicable to a non VAT registered parish council. The Chairman will take accounting advise and respond. 

d)	Gov.uk– email addresses 
The Councillors confirmed that the new email addresses have been set up.

e)	Vacancies
The Parish Council has two vacancies.  No applications have been received to date. 

f)	Asset register check
Covered.

g)	Front Garden Competition – update
Cllrs Moulson and Groom undertook the best front garden judging.  The winners of the three prizes will be announced at the village fete.

11	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts – to acknowledge and approve
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved.   Payments will be made by direct debit online with the exception of staff expenses which will be paid by cheque. 

b) 	Bank reconciliations, cash books, statements – to acknowledge and approve 
Cllr Moulson proposed that the reconcilations for July and August be signed as accurate, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	External audit – Conclusion of audit
The Clerk confirmed that the audit process has been completed with no matters raised.  Notices have been displayed as required. 

d)	HMRC PAYE DD -  noted

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/08/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/09/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	04/09/25
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£40.00
	Online
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	04/09/25
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	1877
	LGA 1972 s112/111

	09/07/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	09/08/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/09/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website
	£23.99
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	16/08/25
	British Gas Lite
	Energy Supply
	£47.81
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	11/06/25
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£38.63
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	10/0/25
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£38.63
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/07/25
	Ray Parry 
	Playground inspection
	£42.00
	PAID
	PHA 1875; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	20/08/25
	Ray Parry
	Playground inspection
	£42.00
	Online
	PHA 1875; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	23/07/25
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	External Audit
	£252.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s168

	27/07/25
	Starboard Sys
	Accounts package
	£328.32
	PAID
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/07/25
	T Seabridge
	Grounds Maintenance
	£3240.00
	PAID
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	15/07/25
	Printerland
	Printer ink
	£228.38
	PAID
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/08/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£184.33
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	TBC
	Jubilee Hall
	Room hire 
	£tbc
	Onlne
	LGA 1972 s111

	27/08/25
	Shropshire Council
	Waste collection
	£ 274.85
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	31/07/25
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£78.49
	
	

	16/07/25
	Shropshire Council
	EMG
	£750.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



12	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) (Applications are considered against planning policy (Local Plan, NPPF, Town & Country Planning Act and the Three Parish Neighbourhood Plan)
i)	Applications: 
25/03134/PSPPA  (validated: 26/08/2025)
Address:  Proposed Poultry Unit To The North Of, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application to determine if Prior Approval under Part 14 Class J of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 is required for the installation of a 300kw roof mounted solar array on existing poultry shed
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1CVGFTDK7L00
Noted. No comment. 

25/03026/FUL  (validated: 15/08/2025)
Address:  14 Napley Drive, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4QY
Proposal:  Erection of a part single, part two-storey side and rear extension and demolition of existing conservatory
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T0ZWVFTDK0N00
The Councillors confirmed that they had viewed the plans online.  Objections comments submitted online and received during the public session were noted. Information given by the applicant during the public session was noted, including design feature details (cladding), reasons for requiring an extension of the size, scale and design applied for and matters taken into consideration when designing the extension ie proximity to boundary, potential impact on neighbouring property. 
The Councillors expressed concern about the size and scale of the proposed extension (potentially doubling the existing footprint of the property), impact on the neighbouring property, location of the extension – the Councillors agreed that alternative options such as extending across the rear or the other side of the house would have been preferable.  Overall the Councillors considered the proposals to be overbearing and out of keeping in the context of the setting, overdevelopment of the plot with an adverse impact on the residential amenity of the neighbouring property.  Concerns were raised over parking provision, querying if adequate space was available to cater for potential multi generational living etc. The Councillors also raised concerns over the environmental impact of the large extension. Cllr Moulson proposed objecting to the application, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to submit comments online. 

ii)	Decisions:  
None

13	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
As noted within the Minutes. 

Members of the public, inc Cllr Dainty, left the Meeting. 
14	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised
No matters were raised. 

b) 	NALC pay awards for consideration/staff salary review
The Clerk left the Meeting for this section.  
The Councillors considered the salary pay awards and noting the last review was carried out in 2021.  Cllr Eardley proposed a move to SP26, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Pensions regulator update
Received. Clerk to respond.

There being no further matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8:55pm.

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: Wednesday 12th November 2025


2 | NIH PC 10/09/25

