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From the Vicar

Dear friends

I hope you are all well, and that you had a good summer.

Last month, I wrote about how quiet Cuddesdon seemed, after a large
cohort or ordinands and families left the College in June.I’m delighted
that new ordinands have now arrived, and continuing ordinands
returned, and the college is a hive of activity. I’ve really enjoyed meeting
some of the new ordinands, and their families, and College staff, and I
look forward to getting to know them a little over the next couple of years.

We celebrated our Harvest Festival and College Welcome service on
Sunday 24th September, which was a very joyful occasion. I was
delighted to see so many people from the village and college, and a
number of visitors from further afield, too. The Church was beautifully
decorated for Harvest, and the choir really enhanced our singing, as
they celebrated their first anniversary. Many thanks to all involved.
We also enjoyed a lovely Harvest Supper in the Village Hall – many
thanks to Mark and Linda, the Village Hall Committee, and various
helpers. It was a great evening.

The nights are getting longer, and the days shorter, I turn my mind to
our autumn services. This year, the Benefice Service of Light, at which
we remember our loved ones, friends and neighbours who have died,
will take place in All Saints’ Church, at 3pm on Sunday 5th November.
It occurs to me that we usually have a bonfire and fireworks on the recre-
ation field on that Sunday – but I hope people will be able to attend both.
St John’s Gospel begins with its wonderful prologue about the Word
who became flesh and dwelt among us, and the light which shines in
the darkness and cannot be overcome. At the Service of Light, we give
thanks for those who have died, and we remember that, in the darkness
of death and grief, Christ’s light continues to shine. Jesus’ resurrection
gives us reason to hope and trust that death is not the end, and that our
loved ones are not lost, but rest in peace, in our Father’s house, with all
the saints who have gone before us. And on the morning of 5th Novem-
ber, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day, our Patronal Festival, in our Parish
Communion service at 9:30am. All are welcome to all our services.



The following Sunday, we mark Remembrance Sunday, after which
we will begin to look towards Advent.  I hope that we will have our
usual Advent Carol Service, on Advent Sunday; and this year I am
looking forward to a traditional Village Carol Service of Nine lessons
and Carols, on Saturday 16th December. I’m also very much looking
forward to the exhibition of prints and engravings depicting the birth
and early life of Jesus, which will take place in Church from 4th De-
cember – further information to follow next month!

As the nights lengthen, and we journey into October, I wonder if you,
too, find yourself spending more time in reflection, remembrance and
prayer? If you want a quiet space to reflect and remember, All Saints’
Church is open daily. You are welcome to pop into church to pray, or
to ponder, or to enjoy some peace and quiet. We hope to prepare a
new prayer space soon, with a book for prayer requests and, perhaps,
some prayer candles. Do let us know if there are any other prayer
aids, or anything else you would find helpful, to support you in prayer
and worship.

God bless, Karen x

All Saints’ Church Choir

An informal choir singing at All Saints’ Church, 

Cuddesdon, every fourth Sunday of the month. 

All ages welcome.

Please contact Ron Stern

ron@thesterns.org.uk or 01865 872863

Whether or not you’ve been in a choir before, 

do come and give it a try.

We rehearse and sing just once a month.

It’s fun, and we get to sing some great music.



Services in All Saints’ Church, Cuddesdon

October 2023

Sunday 1st October The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

8:00am Holy Communion

9:30am Parish Communion

Sunday 8th October The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity  

9:30am Parish Communion 

Sunday 15th October The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

8:00am Holy Communion

9:30am Parish Communion

Sunday 22nd October  The Twentieth Sunday after Trinity       

9:30am     Parish Communion 

Sunday 29th October The Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity

10:00am Benefice Communion St Mary’s, Garsington

There is no service in Cuddesdon on this Sunday.

Sunday 5th November  All Saints’ Day 

8:00am Holy Communion

9:30am Parish Communion for our Patronal Festival

3:00pm Benefice Service of Light in All Saints’, Cuddesdon

A Service to remember our loved ones who have died.



Cuddesdon Picture Palace 
Cuddesdon & Denton Village Hall.

The Picture Palace is back in October !

Some of the films to look forward to this season.

‘Life of Brian’,  ‘Love Actually’ (Hugh Grant), ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ (James Stewart)

THE GRAND BUDAPEST
HOTEL (15)

Weds11 October 2023 8pm, 
Ralph Fiennes,  F.Murray Abraham, 

Mathieu Amalric.       Director Wes Anderson.

The adventures of a legendary concierge at a famous European hotel between 
the wars, and the lobby boy who becomes his most trusted friend. 

The story involves the theft and recovery of a priceless Renaissance painting 
and the battle for an enormous family fortune.

Film Club yearly membership £5, concessions £3, family £15, visitors for one night £1.
Mark Chapman, John Cook.  Email: jande.cook24@gmail.com

The Village Green Needs You …

Would you like to be involved in cheering up the green in Cuddesdon
helping to plant some daffodils to celebrate every spring. 

The Parish council has very generously contributed to the funding of
the bulbs so all we need now are some willing people and a few
spades and trowels! I have persuaded a gardener friend with many
years of experience to come along and share her wisdom so you can
ask her questions too. 

Please could you let me know if you might be able to come along.
Tea/Coffee and biscuits will be provided. No special expertise needed,
just some digging and bending (the areas will be marked out on the green)

The initial plan is to meet on Saturday 7th October around 9.30 am 
Thank you in anticipation!

Dee dpmurray@btinternet.com or text 07831750368



Cuddesdon and Denton WI
In May, we would be delighted to see former members,
current members and new members so do come along,
bring a friend and enjoy getting to know everyone. 
Refreshments are served.   

We meet in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of the month.  
Please note, we meet at 6.45pm.  

Next meetings will be:

4th October - Crafting with Mosaics

1st November - A talk by Peter Buchan-Symons on Origami followed
by a hands-on workshop, we will be thinking Christmas!

Pauline Hessey

Evening Exercises

Anyone interested in starting trainer-led circuits from September in
the Village Hall on Tuesdays at 6pm, please contact Susan Palmer
on 07954969269.

Susan Palmer

Cuddesdon Coffee Morning

The next Coffee Morning will take place
on Tuesday, 10th October at 10.30-12.00 in the
Village Hall.

Do come along and meet up with friends. We would love to welcome
new members especially anyone new to the village. 

Entry £1 to include coffee and biscuits and we always have an
excellent raffle.

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Jean, Marion and Lynda



Christmas Shoe Box Appeal

Please join us in collecting shoe boxes packaged with toys, toiletries,
school supplies for delivery to children in the UK who have very little
in the way of gifts at Christmas.

Boxes can be left in All Saints Church, then securely stored until
delivery to the local collection point on 15th NOVEMBER!  

Please label your box “boy” or “girl” and approximate age range, ie 2-4,
5-8, 9-12. Wrapping makes opening even more fun but not essential. 

Any queries ring Anne Stern, 07786066046

Community Food Bank

The Cowley Food Bank Hub is very grateful for the many bags of
donations delivered to them today from All Saints’ and St Giles’
Harvest donations. Both church congregations were most generous
and the gifts much appreciated.

We will continue with a weekly delivery to the Food Bank from
the collection box in Cuddesdon, situated in All Saints church and
accessible every day. 

The message from the Food Bank is, “We have plenty of pasta at the
moment but are short of toiletries (especially women’s’), coffee, tea
and long life milk!”

Thank you. 

Harvest supper

Huge thanks to Mark Chapman for “Masterchef-ing” another Harvest
Supper – his last! Thanks too, for the amazing array of desserts
provided by all the pastry chefs. Over 40 of us had a thoroughly
enjoyable evening and left extremely well fed! 

The profit of £288 will be split between the Church and the Village Hall. 



Parish Council

Evie Bennett, Philip Spinks and Louisa Vincent have been co-opted
onto the Parish Council. They join Robin Baylie, Stuart Flockton, Chris
Luke and Arthur Smith-Fitchett as councillors, so the Council is now at
full strength.

The final version of the application for the Bat and Ball to be registered
as an asset of community value has now been submitted. The District
Council has said that they will decide whether they will approve the
application by the end of October. 

Admiral are being very tight lipped about their intentions for the pub,
but it has been discovered that the annual rent is £73k although this
will be reviewed in two years time.

Further work on the ACV project might include assessing the
commercial viability of the pub and forming a group to consider how
funding its purchase could be achieved.

The District Council has approved the planning application to run a solar
farm cable under the road through the parish (P22/S2220/FUL). This
cable will carry power from the proposed solar farm near the motorway
at junction 7 to a substation in Cowley. I will try to find out when the cable
laying is likely to take place and how much disruption there will be.

Following clearing of the back of Cuddesdon Green, it has been
suggested that a Green Group should be formed to look at further
improvements in the area. Two trees on Denton Green have been
pruned to make them safe and the dead tree near the churchyard
entrance has been removed.

The County Council will be adopting the verges near the road at the
Dove House development. They have been applying pressure to
Natta to have the area landscaped before adoption takes place, and
have had some success. Magdalen College own the land further back
and they have also had some success in getting the area improved.

Mike Mount, Parish Clerk.



From The Parish Council Chairman  September 2023

Dear Parishioners,

You wait for years and then three come along at once…

No, I’m not referring to buses, as I fear we might not see that service
returning any time soon, but to the three footpath bridges that have
been repaired around our sleepy patch since I last wrote. Many thanks
to the County Council’s Countryside Operations team for getting this
work done. We’ve been asking for some considerable time but it’s a
simple pleasure to be walking along the footpaths of our parish and
finally see foot bridges repaired. Not that the dogs care, as they’re
determined to splash straight into the streams and get as muddy as
possible, but at least it gives me the option to stay dry…

In his PC notes Mike, our Parish Clerk, reports that we have a full
Parish Council again. A big welcome to Louisa, Philip and Evie and
I hope we can all serve the parish well over the next four years. I
always say this, but the PC exists for everyone in the community and
please ask if we can help, contact us and join us at meetings if you
can spare the time. We meet on the first Tuesday of every month at
7.30pm and meetings are open to the whole parish.

I want to thank everybody who served on the previous PC team – David,
Richard, Colin & Paddy – who helped us through the covid pandemic as
well as all the regular parish business over the extended last term of 5
years (and terms before that, amounting to decades serving Cuddesdon
& Denton).Thank you for your time, resources and expertise helping the
community and I hope we can call on all of you at times in the future.

While the new PC has some difficult issues to deal with, including the
ongoing pub closure, Autumn does bring a few community events as
well. We prepare for Bonfire Night on Sunday 5th November and then
Remembrance Sunday on Cuddesdon Green a week later.

Happy October to all in Cuddesdon & Denton. Aside from Munich,
obviously, there’s no place I’d rather be at this time of year. Wouldn’t
it be great to have a beer though?

Ohana, Chris.





Hello from The Maple Tree!

The children are back at school and the nights are drawing in – autumn is
truly here again, so why not treat your little one to a visit to The Maple Tree
to brighten their day? We have sessions to fit all interests:

Mondays: Messy Mondays at 10:00-11:30am 
Tuesdays: Story and Rhyme-Time at 10:00-11:30am 
Wednesdays: Baby and Bump Cafe at 10:00am-12:00pm 
Thursdays: Little Explorers at 10:00-11:30am 

and Twinnies at 2:00-4:00pm
Fridays: New session: Little Chatterboxes* at 10:00-11:30am
3rd Saturday every month: Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am, 

Village Outreach: The Maple Tree at Forest Hill Village Hall on Thursdays
from 11:00am-12:00pm. 

*Little Chatterboxes is in response to parent and teacher concerns about the
lack of communication and language skills of children entering reception.
Join us on Friday mornings for tips and tricks to enable children to become
more effective communicators!  Check out our Website and Facebook page
for more details. 

Have you thought about becoming a Friend of the Maple Tree offering
monthly financial support or volunteering at one of the sessions above?
These are 2 ways that you can support our lovely charity. (Charity no. 1174117)

We are here to help if you need advice or support: 
01865 236700 or 07849 466249.
Email: info@mapletree.org.uk
Website: www.mapletree.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
Instagram: @themapletreecentre

Laura Spencer -The Maple Tree Centre Manager





The usual surgery opening hours are Monday to Friday 8am to 6.30pm

Saturday mornings (excluding Bank Holiday weekends) 8am to 10.30am,

for prebooked consultations only

Enhanced access hours are offered outside these times, please speak

to one of the reception team on 01865 872448 for more information.

When the surgery is closed, please contact the Out of Hours service 

by phoning 111

The surgery’s in-house dispensary will close permanently on Friday 

29th September 2023.  WHEATLEY PHARMACY WILL REMAIN OPEN

There will be no change to the process of ordering your repeat prescription. If

you already collect your medication from Wheatley Pharmacy, then you need

not do anything. If you have not yet nominated a pharmacy to pick  

up your medication, then please do so by 29/9.

Check or alter your nomination via your NHS login - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

or contact the surgery’s dispensing team via morland.dispensary@nhs.net

Tel 01865 872448 (option 3)

Flu and Covid Vaccines - All eligible patients who have been booked in 

for a flu vaccine from mid-September onwards will be offered a Covid

vaccine at the same appointment. To find out if you are eligible, 

please visit www.nhs.uk and search for “Covid Vaccination”.

For a wealth of information and guidance on managing a vast number 

of health conditions, symptoms, and treatment, please visit 

www.morland-house.co.uk







SAVE THE DATE

VILLAGE FIREWORKS!

THIS yEAR, WE WILL bE

cELEbRATInG bOnFIRE nIGHT 

On SunDAy, 5TH nOVEmbER 

AT 6pm.



John Howell MP writes... September  2023 

Just as school were due to return, and the sunshine that many had
been longing for came we hit the problem of the safety of school
buildings due to concerns over reinforced autoclaved aerated
concrete (RAAC). The potential disruption to education and the timing
of the problem caused inevitable and understandable frustration. The
Department for Education had been working to identify buildings
which may have RAAC over the last year but the problem escalated
with cases that came to light over the summer and at the end of all
establishments with buildings with RAAC confirmed by a surveyor
were advised to take the affected space out of use until suitable
mitigations have been put in place. I think that this was a sensible
precautionary step to protect the safety of everyone whilst adequate
mitigations are being put in place. Whilst the concern was wide-
spread thankfully once the list of affected places was published I was
relieved to see that no schools in this constituency were affected. 

Following the media coverage of the introduction of Ultra Low
Emission Zones (ULEZ) I received a number of emails from
constituents.  I appreciate that a number of residents in this area do
travel to London on a regular basis. The ULEZ in London means that
for those who do not have a compatible vehicle there is now a
charge. From early days as an MP I have been very clear that in a
rural area such as the Henley Constituency a car is not a luxury; it is
an essential means of transport both locally and indeed for longer
journeys where practical alternatives do not exist. Whilst we can
argue for more public transport the geography and nature of people
movement will always make it a challenge to provide an efficient and
economic system that meets the diverse travel needs. We need, as
always, to find a balance and do our best to bring people with us on
change. 

If there is a particular issue that concerns you, please do share your
thoughts. Contact details are on my website - www.johnhowell.org.uk. 

Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA



























PARISH Council

Robin Baylie 21 Parkside, Cuddesdon 872940
Evie Bennett Stile Cottage, Denton Hill, Cuddesdon
Stuart Flockton 1 Orchard View, Cuddesdon
Chris Luke Oak Tree Cottage, Denton 875551
Arthur Smith-Fitchett     The Orchard, Cuddesdon 876048 
Philip Spinks 1 The Granary, Dove House Lane, Cuddesdon
Louisa Vincent The Stables, Church Road, Cuddesdon      

Clerk : Mike Mount  3 The Lane, Cuddesdon 874135

OXFORDSHIRE COunTy COunCIL
County                       Tim Bearder 07789 754727
Councillor                     tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk

SOuTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COunCIL
District                       Sam James-Lawrie
Councillor                    sam.james-lawrie@southoxon.gov.uk
                                                
nEIGHBOuRHOOD WATCH:
P  Rutt Co-ordinator Denton 874402
R Baylie Parkside 872940
J  Bennett Wellbourne  874582
J  Cook Cuddesdon 874416
J  Luke Denton 874440
G  O’Shea     Chippinghurst 872995

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE:
Bookings : Susan Palmer - villagehall.cuddesdon@gmail.com
Gillie Ruscombe King - vice Chair and key holder  873721
Linda Collins - treasurer and key holder 874310

WOMEnS InSTITuTE:
Secretary:   Jackie Redgwell                           tba

SuRGERy: Morland House, London Road Wheatley 872448

� Parish Directory �
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