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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231
BINS - Waste Management
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
CAXTON SURGERY
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View
CORBET SCHOOL www.corbetschool.net
DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action)
ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)
KNOCKIN Medical Practice
Methodist Chapel: Revd Julia Skitt
Methodist Hall (Bookings)
NHS Out of Hours Service
Orthopaedic Hospital
Parish Council email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/
POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number
Oswestry Police Station
Safer Neighbourhood team—email:
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Pradoe Church: Chairman: Andrew Kenyon
PUNCH BOWL
QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT
RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN
Roman Catholic Church: Fr Philip
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am
RSPCA Shropshire Branch
SAMARITANS
SCHOOL - West Felton C E School
SHOP: West Felton Stores
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Anti-Social Report Line
Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley email:
steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
St Michael’s Church: Revd Suzan Williams
Church Warden: Dr Michael Davie
St. Chad’s: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary
VILLAGE HALL Bookings
WASP Problems Emergency number
WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE:

Gillian Sturgess

01743 233123
0345 6789007

01691 654646

03444 991100
01939 260296

01691 656882

0800 001 5400

01691 682203
07810 360778
01691 611733

111
01691 404000

101

0300 333 3000

01691 610218
01691 610322
01691 610255
01691 681010

01691 652248

07703 567935

116 123
01691 610388
01691 610863
0345 6789000
0345 6789020

01691 587958

01691 674948
01691 610612
01691 610845
01691 610357
01691 610629

01691 831251 / 07772 006994
0800 783 4444

01691 611811
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Message from the
- village hall committee
It is good to see the hall being
utilised so much more in :
recent months and for a

Y Y

HAPPY
2 0 24 range of activities.
The village hall committee
N EW YEAR would like to thank everybody
: for supporting the hall through :
2023 and wish all
a very happy New Year.
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Parish Council  Second Tues of the month, 7:30 Methodist Hall **

West Felton Walkers 10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT... see page

Tuesday mornings: Two sessions: 9-10am & 10:15-11:15am

—= > TS

Pilates Class  \oed to book on line GYMCATCH.
Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall
Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall

N

Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30 Termtime Tuesdays at the school

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall

Table Tennis Thursday 7:30pm Village Hall

Z O

wi 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm Village Hall

Short Mat Bowls contact Glynnis on 610336

Royal British 8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the

Legion month except Bank holidays then second Monday.
Bumps, Babies 8:45am - 10:45 Fortnightly Termtime Fridays at Methodist
And Tots Schoolroom Email rev.julia@mail.com see page 13

22 Dec FATHER CHRISTMAS visits West Felton from 5pm

24 Dec  2:30pm CHRISTINGLE in St Michael’s Church

24 Dec  10pm MIDNIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE St Michael’s

4 Jan 10 -noon COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Schoolroom

The next Parish Council meeting, is on Tuesday 9th of
January 2024 at 7:30 pm. If the venue, date or time

9 Jan changes this will be reported in the magazine and on
Parish Council website so please check there if you wish
to attend our meeting.

7 Jan 4pm CAROL SERVICE, St Chad’s Church, Haughton

19Jan  5pm FISH & CHIP SUPPER, Methodist Schoolroom

David Davies & Sons

"Serving the community for over 170 years"

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An independent family business
offering a complete service
including pre-paid funeral plans

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA
01691 653116

W. E. Price

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.

Available 24 hours a day. Pre-paid funeral plans available

West Felton 01691 610975
Oswestry 01691 652995

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN

‘v
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COME AND ENJOY
THE WARM and FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE

INDOOR MARKET: OVER STREET MARKET:

Wednesday, 3 0 Wednesday
Friday & &
Saturday STALLS Saturday
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WEST FELTON

VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity No. 702175

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,
Sales, Children's parties
Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629

Hourly rate  £10 Concerts £60
Morning or Afternoon £50Q Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200

Commercial rates by arrangement

. The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby of the village hall.

The new opening time from the 5th of June is
Wednesdays only : 9:30am until 11am.

METHODIST HALL

WF Methodist Chapel School Room (opp. playing field)
is available for hire.

Suitable for Meetings, Children’s Parties, etc. £5.50 per hour

To book, contact Dianne Rowley 01691 611733

DRound and About West Felton

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion in next issue
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone

Last day for submission of copy: Deadline for content
changes 10th JANUARY 2024

Advertising Rates
for 12 insertions:

Tel 01691 610300 Quarter page  £50
Half page £75

colleenhughes748@btinternet.com Full page £125

Editor: Colleen Hughes
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(" WEST FELTON STORES
Telephone - 01691 610 863

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday: 7am - 8pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 8pm
Sunday: 7:30am - 7pm
We are doing the delivery service again for those
who are shielding at home.
Please order between 9-12 on our
« phone number 01691 610 863 or

« Whatsapp your order on our busi-
ness number (+441691 610 863).

We will deliver as soon as possible,
please leave your name and telephone number, so
we may contact you.
Thank you.

Essential items only please, the minimum spend is
£10.00 (excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes).
» .
* Happy .
*New Year ,

.2024

Parish of Whittington and
West Felton with Haughton

Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,

01691 674 948

Services in West Felton Parish:

St Michael’s, West Felton : 9:30am each Sunday

St Chad’s, Haughton : 9:30am on the second
Sunday of each month

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please arrange with The Rector:

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948
or the Churchwarden:

Dr Michael Davie 0691 610 612

Pradoe Church

Services - at 10:30am unless otherwise stated
Sun 7 January 2024 (Plough Sunday)

Sun 4 February 2024

Sun 3 March 2024

Sun 10 March 2024 (Mothering Sunday)

Sun 31 March 2024 (Easter Sunday)

Sun 7 April 2024

Sun 5 May 2024

Sun 2 June 2024

All Welcome. Tea, Coffee & Biscuits served after service

Christenings, Weddings and Funerals:
Please contact 07968 257452
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Ecotec

Plumbing & Heating

Leaks
General plumbing
Central Heating maintenance

Installations

Bathroom upgrades

info@ecotecph.co.uk
Boiler servicing &
maintenance

[ The Queens Head

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
Our full menu is available online
We can cater for most dietary needs
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount

01691 610255
- J

LOOKING FOR CHILDCARE?

OFSTED registered CHILDMINDER in West Felton
Homely environment - Fully insured

Competitive Rates

Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding
Practice ‘pacey’ member.

Please call Sharon 610767 =uP.

ValentineWindow

CLEANING

www. valentinewindowcleaning. co. uk

07540 648565

WINDOWS | SOFFITS & FACIAS | CLADDING | CONSERVATORIES
GUTTER CLEANING | JET WASHING | SOLAR PANELS
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WEST FELTON STORES
NOW OFFERING

COVID TEST FOR TRAVEL
RT-PCR TEST
NEXT DAY RESULT

. PCRTEST HOME COLLECTION*

. DAY 5 TEST TO RELEASE

. DAY 2TEST

. 2"° AND 8™ DAY TEST (AMBER LIST)

FIT TO FLY RT-PCR TESTS

/ AVAILABLE ON SITE: \
NEXT DAY RESULT FROM
£69

POSTAL SAMPLE:

£69
(FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES HAVE
TO BE SUBMITTED /COLLECTED BEFORE

K 3PM) /

* HOME COLLECTION SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL CHARGES
* FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES TO BE SUBMITTED/
COLLECTED BY 3pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
PHONE: - 01691 610 863
MOBILE: - 07867 428 577
WHATSAPP: - 01691 610 863



http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk

Flight Path Travel

Worldwide Flight | Hotel | Package

Associate with

WEST FELTON STORES

Let e [ravel To The World..//

We offer you best rates for Flights & Holiday Packages

For More Information, Please Contact
Phone : 01691 610 863

Mobile : 07867 428 577

WhatsApp : 01691 610 863

6

Children’s Nursery
Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school
24u funding accepted
Nursery Education Funding for 3 and 4 year olds
: Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30
Lﬁ‘m@, }OM ‘YLWM% Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden

Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products
Parents are welcome | |qclusive Fees

anytime to come along
and visit us. www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk

01743 741554 Kinton Business Park, Kinton,
Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ

ARRIDGE
GARAGE DOORS

'lfl‘

r———-t—"
=1

3|'

Up and over Sectional Roller S|de-h|nged

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls

Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations

~ . Opening Hours
M - Y g
/ %;_ Est 1989 l'rade and Retail Mon to Thurs 9-5p
”" | www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk Fri 9-4pm

1509001 | 68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 01691 670394

REGISTERED FIRM

*Business Support Programme *Accounts Preparation
*Management Accounts *Financial Services 4
*Tax Planning *Payroll Services Mmorris
*SAGE software sales & support *Auditing
cook

*Business Start Ups

C:ffices Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:
art:

Telephone: 01691 622098 Chartered
e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk Accountants and
www.morriscook.co.uk Business Advisers
51
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

BRITISH Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD
w - Parish Office: S Newtown Gardens
IRONWORK CENTRE pr— Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF Tel 01939 262 881
N \ Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com

Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk
Chairman Clir David WALKER 01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group)
Vice-Chairman ClIr Kerry GROVE 01691 611 776 (Rep SALC Area Comm).

ClIr Carole COLES 01691 610 225

ClIr David CURTIS 01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School)
Cllr Marian HESKETH 01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall).
Cllr John HOUGHTON 01691 610 834

Cllr Chris JONES 01691 610 354

ClIr Pat MABE 01691 610 400

Clir Ed NICHOLAS 01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee)

ClIr Ozcan OZAGIR 07879 330 598

Cllr John THORNHILL 07714 759 466

Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY 01691 650 488

Parish Council report December / January

Our last few meetings have been relatively quiet affairs. However, there has been
plenty going on between meetings in preparation for future decisions.

The Task and Finish Group looking into how best to use our Community Infra-
v structure (CIL) money came up with a series of proposals which were adopted by
CERTIFICATE . the parish council. These being:

EXCELLENCE . . . .
¢ to enhance the Vehicle Activated Speed (VAS) signs around the village;

VAY
@ e to explore with the school & Shropshire Council a solution to the parking
it problems around Oak Farm Lane;

e to add an additional street light to the Avenue by the bridge in conjunction
with some road safety measures on The Avenue;

SHROPSHIRE'S BEST

AT T R A c T I o N ¢ and to explore 20mph zones in the approach to the school, The Avenue and

Fox Lane.
FREE FOR KIDS The plan was to have a combined site meeting with Shropshire Council engineers

= - to help resolve issues for Oak Farm Lane and The Avenue. Despite the Parish
TEL: 01691 610952 Oswestry, ShroDShlre’ SY11 4JH Clerk’s best efforts over recent months Shropshire Council hasn’t responded to

www.b r't IShll’o nwo rktentl’e.to o"k requests for a meeting, directly or through our county councillor. Over recent
months it is fair to say that members have become increasingly exasperated by the
latter.

(Continued on page 9)
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/ Approved

Care and Support
Private Care

4 SUPPORTING YOU

= L J WITH YOUR CHOICES

IN YOUR OWN HOME
01691 655999

14A Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2NU

Shropihire
Howlekeepers

If you would like more time to enjoy your home and family,
and less work and worry,

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care - contact
www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk
Email: info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk
Tel: 07803 029928

JIM PARKES

Specialists in oil fired heating systems
Domestic and Commercial Boilers
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area
z Fast response to breakdowns,
CltY&F And oil and water leaks &

Guilds el 01978 722598 Mob: 07929 016814

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk

eNew PCs and Laptops fully installed at home

eSpyware Removalllnstallation of Leading Edge
Spyware Prevention

ePerformance Tuning and Business PC Support

eHardware/Software Installations and Training

eUpgrades and Automated Backup

eRemote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also
Available

oFor low fixed Prices from £19.95

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement?
Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029

. SUPPLIERS OF COAL, LOGS AND GAS BOTTLES
R|dge COAL AVAILABLE IN OPEN TOP SACKS
l AND PRE PACK BAGS

Fuels... ALL FUELS AVAILABLE INC SMOKELESS

RING US ON 01743 241122

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.ridgefuels.co.uk

PLEASE QUOTE REF 002 ON YOUR FIRST ORDER TO GET
YOUR NEW CUSTOMER PACK

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response
01691 682480
07940 757503
OFTEC qualified engineer - all works fully insured

8
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CREATING STUNNING, DREAM KITCHEN MAKEOVERS

For up to 50% Less
Jrl/mw a New K|+c\/16v1

It couldn’t be easier
to have your dream
kitchen...

1. Choose your style colour from
our large range of door styles and
colours.

2. Everything is made-to-measure
to ensure a first class
transformation of your existing
kitchen at a fraction of the cost. —

3. Alde;lor styles arﬁ one p;:ge, : e N5
ihieTmdoetiens I "I\ FOR LIKE QUOTE
4. Most kitchens can be y ; Just bring in competitors

transformed in 1-2 days. - o 2 quote and we will
' guarantee to beat it

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ‘
KITCHEN AND BEDROOM €<

EVIVALS

THE HOME OF KITCHEN AND BEDROOM MAKEOVERS

/////

Visit our Showroom: Vanguard Way, Battlefield Enterprise Park, Shreﬁébﬁry SY13TG
(opposite the Household Recycling Centre) email: sales@kitchen-revivals.co.uk

www.kitchen-revivals.co.uk 01743 588087

48

(Continued from page 7)

Having previously secured the Alma Close funds from Shropshire Council, after a
lot of hassle for the Clerk, Cllr Chris Jones and myself held several on site meet-
ings with prospective contractors for new accessible play equipment for the play-
ing field. Initial quotes for the equipment were very close, prompting councillors
to ask for visualizations of the designs and revised quotes which remained very
close. After consideration of the specifications and the designs Kopman was cho-
sen as the preferred contractor and asked to draw up a more detailed quotation.

For what seems like an age members have been concerned that works off Rednal
Mile, by Corbett’s Bridge, may have been happening without the required permis-
sions in place. More recently this has been about an adjacent site to the original
site. Once again the council resolved to contact the enforcement team at Shrop-
shire Council. This has again resulted in some frustrating contact with Shropshire
Council.

Members were pleased to see the School expansion project reaching a conclusion.
The school is an important part of the village and we are all pleased to see the
situation for pupils improved by this project.

With the sad news that the Methodists Chapel will be closing the Parish Council
have been exploring where to hold our meetings. The Clerk made enquiries at the
Village Hall and the School and we will be making a decision on that at our De-
cember meeting. We are sad to see the Chapel close and are extremely grateful to
them for hosting our meetings over recent years.

ClIr John Thornhill recently attended Shropshire Council’s ‘Meet the Leader’
drop in session in Oswestry. Cllr Thornhill took the opportunity to discuss a num-
ber of concerns with the Leader, Cllr Lezley Picton. Detailed reports from John
will be considered at our December meeting. In summary, at John’s meeting with
the Leader, he expressed the council’s ongoing concerns about the link between
the parish council and our Shropshire Councillor; lack of action at Corbett’s
Bridge, and the lack of response from Shropshire Council highways in relation to
traffic calming measures. Cllr Thornhill also attended a session with the Police
and Crime Commissioner, John Campion, in Kinnerley, where the PCC accepted
that Shropshire didn’t have the right policing levels — something we all know.

A resident has asked us to mention in the magazine that many paths and verges
are overgrown and they kindly ask residents to trim their hedges back from paths
to improve access and safety.

We hope you have had a good Christmas and we wish you all a safe, healthy and
prosperous 2024.

Our next Parish Council meeting, is on Tuesday 9th of January 2024 at 7:30 pm.
If the venue, date or time changes this will be reported in the magazine and on our
website so please check there if you wish to attend our meeting.

ClIr David Walker
Chair of West Felton PC



ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING

CLEAN CHIMNEYS ARE SAFE CHIMNEYS

BRUSH AND VACUUM - LEAKAGE TESTING - NESTS REMOVED
CowlLs, BIRD GUARDS AND CAP SUPPLIED AND FITTED.

OPEN FIRE, MULTI FUEL STOVES, AGA, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL.

FULLY INSURED WITH NFU, CERTIFICATES GIVEN.
FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY AND CLEAN SERVICE
OR JUST HELP AND ADVICE.

CALLO1939 768319

24 THE WHEATLANDS,
BASCHURCH, SHROPSHIRE.

NACS MEMBER 12705

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry

For all your Coal and
Heating Oil Supplies

Phone your Local Supplier on

01691 830315
info@sowenandsons.co.uk
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Patient experience will help improve lltaltl'l“ﬁt(:h

diabetic care and support Shropshire

According to NHS figures there are currently 30,000 people living with diabe-
tes in Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin (STW) and the proportion of adults living
with the condition is the 16th highest out of 42 areas in England. Furthermore,
the rate of people receiving the ‘National Institute for Health and Care Excel-
lence’ (NICE) recommended care processes is the lowest in the country.

This means that organisations within the local Integrated Care System (ICS),
including NHS Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin and public health bodies, are
looking at ways these services can be improved. As the independent patient
champion, Healthwatch Shropshire gathered experiences to ensure that the
patient voice is at the heart of efforts to improve services. The Healthwatch
Shropshire report is now available https://www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/
report/2023-10-30/diabetes-care-and-support.

Lynn Cawley, Chief Officer of Healthwatch Shropshire, told us, “I would like to
thank the over 200 people who shared their experiences and suggestions for
service improvements. We are really pleased to be working with organisations
from the Integrated Care System to ensure that patient experience helps to
inform decisions as services change. The report has been shared with the
leaders and decision makers and we will be presenting the findings to meet-
ings across the area to ensure the patient voice is at the heart of efforts to im-
prove services.”

Councillor Cecilia Motley, Shropshire Council cabinet member for adult social
care, public health and communities and Co-Chair of the Health & Wellbeing
Board, said, “Our Public Health Team will work with Healthwatch to ensure
that this report and its recommendations is received by the Health and Wellbe-
ing Board in Shropshire, and that as a Board we take ownership of monitoring
actions that are agreed. The survey findings are clear; we must do more to
work together as a system to improve our care, treatment and support for our
residents living with diabetes.”

Dr Syed Gillani, Clinical Lead for Diabetes at NHS Shropshire, Telford and
Wrekin, said: “We are currently undertaking a system-wide transformation of
the way we provide diabetes care for our residents in Shropshire, Telford and
Wrekin. This will include how we support people with diabetes to understand
and manage living with their condition on a day-to-day basis.”

“We will use the results of this survey to help inform how we best design these
new pathways, with those people with both Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes at the
heart of our work.”

Healthwatch Shropshire is the independent health and social care champion
in Shropshire. It gathers the views and experiences of patients, service users,
carers, and the general public about services including hospitals, GPs, mental
health services, community health services, pharmacists, opticians, residential
care and children’s services. It also has statutory powers that it can use to
influence service provision by encouraging improvements. ¢
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D PRICE REUPHOLSTERY

SUITES ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY
W idle range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD

For Free Quotes call
01691 610153 or 0780 1108860

KARL LEAVER

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Professional and friendly service
Fully insured

Free estimates

Email: karlleaver@hotmail.co.uk

Mob: 07581423025

z 4 1 F4i #-] %& “IL I'él. i
j ; SHAUI!I:IPHP e ke :T_L#:"" tﬂf.i;_ﬁ s . -'

SUPERB CLEANING CARPETS STOMNE
Tirm Skow recommended & esed by leading home UPHDLSTERY TILE & GROUT
Purnishing retailers since 1957, LEATHER Woon
www.shawclean.co.uk RUGS s
WEST FELTION - Fres Bovice, quotes & fuily insured. CURTAIMNS PATIOS
MATTRESSES DECKING
07976 552072 D800 612 8B1T STAIN REMOVAL & PROTECTION

R I B B S S e e e e e e e I I e e e e e e L B e e S e e e e B
i /

have 2 grest }{Qﬁ? ‘D.‘Jy
Salon Style In Your Own Home

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists
Perming / Setting and Straightening
Gents Grooming / Children
Wedding Packages
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555

B B B ]
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If you don't OPF(I?IS{:I-E The Post Office is

use it located in the
you will entrance lobby of
lose it West Felton village hall

The opening time is: Wednesdays : 9:30am until 11am.
Changes in time/date are always published on page 3 of this magazine
delivered FREE to your home by volunteers every month.

West Felton Stores hosted The Post Office for as long as anybody can remember.
The shop used to be called ‘the post office’ as it seemed to be the most im-
portant part of the enterprise.

A ‘Post Office restructuring programme’ in 2012-2018 saw quite an upheaval,
with post office counters removed in many rural shops and an outreach service
instituted where the shop owners agreed to have a visiting postmaster attend on
certain days at certain times with their ‘post office in a box’. People grumbled,
but there was no choice so it was accepted and worked fairly well for some
years. But, not well enough for The Post Office which, having split from the Royal
Mail in 2011, now had to be a viable, separate company.

At the same time we all started to do most of our communication by text,
email or social media; and sending parcels has become easier - the postman
will now collect them from your home for FREE!

The Post Office has been keeping a close eye on the business conducted by every
outreach postmaster and, as we found more convenient ways of posting our
letters and parcels, they cut down the hours they were prepared to provide ser-
vices, especially in small villages like West Felton.

That is how we ended up with an hour and a half in the lobby of the village hall
- which is volunteered free of charge, or we would have no outreach at all!

Again we, the population, have worked our way around the unsatisfactory sys-
tem, resulting in a noticeable fall off in business in the village hall Outreach Ser-
vice. This will not have gone unnoticed by The PO. The West Felton service is just
one of those run by Ruth Hutchings and our hours were reduced against her
wishes.

So, whilst many of us have found our way around the poor Post Office service
in West Felton, we should bear in mind those for whom this is still an essential
service and, in spite of the regular technical and other difficulties, perhaps we
should try to use it a bit more in the hope of it’s continuation going forward. ¢
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www.maxnewalltreeservices.co.uk

BASED IN WEST FELTON FOR THE PAST DECADE, WE COVER
EVERY ASPECT OF TREE SURGERY FROM ROADSIDE REMOVALS
TO PLANTING AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN. ALL STAFF ARE
FULLY QUALIFIED AND WE ARE INSURED UP TO 10MILLION.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION TO
SEE HOW WE CAN HELP LOOK AFTER YOUR TREES.
- 07770503049 | 01691 700212 -

MAX@MAXNEWALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK

H As City&eGuilds
QHAS  NBTC

Accredited Contractor Qualified workforce

CHAS.co.uk
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Rector’s Ramblings, rev Suzan Williams
| wonder what your approach to the New year is. I've possibly become a bit cynical
when it comes to the whole New Years resolution element of crossing the threshold
from one year into the next. But this week being right at the beginning of Decem-
ber, | came across this poem written by an unknown author and it seems to hit the
spot for me.

ake twelve whole months.
Clean them thoroughly of all bitterness, hate, and jealousy.

Make them just as fresh and clean as possible.
Now cut each month into twenty-eight, thirty, or thirty-one different parts,
but don't make up the whole batch at once.
Prepare it one day at a time out of these ingredients.
Mix well into each day one part of faith, one part of patience, one part of
courage, and one part of work.
Add to each day one part of hope, faithfulness, generosity, and kindness.
Blend with one part prayer, one part meditation, and one good deed.
Season the whole with a dash of good spirits, a sprinkle of fun, a pinch of
play, and a cup full of good humour.
Pour all of this into a vessel of love. Cook thoroughly over radiant joy,
garnish with a smile, and serve with quietness, unselfishness,
and cheerfulness. You're bound to have a happy new year. AUTHOR UNKNOWN.

With all we see going on in the world at the moment. An intolerance if you like of
those who may think, act, behave or look differently to us. If we take the principles
contained within these words. What a difference it would make. Of course, we have
no guarantees or promises of what 2024 holds in store but what we can pledge to
be is kinder, more generous with our time (and this speaks to me too, so don’t think
I’'m pointing the finger!) Looking out for those on our doorstep and further afield.

In Matthew 5 we hear Jesus clearly say, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has
lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but
is thrown out and trampled under foot.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

(Matt. 5:13-16).

So | wonder what you or | can do to bring that enhanced flavour to lives of those
that we meet. May our words be seasoned with compassion and love, kindness and
care as we journey over the threshold from all that 2023 has been and into 2024
and all it has in store for us.

Every Blessing, Suzan
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Annual property review
2023

Are you curious about the value
of your home?

e Have you made cosmetic chang-
es in the past 12 months?

e Have you simply outgrown your
home?

e Was the last time you had your
home valued 2+ years ago?

e Do you understand how to max-
imise the value of your home?

Our team of experienced profes-
sionals will provide you with an
accurate and comprehensive esti-
mate of your property’s value,
based on the latest market trends
and local data. Whether you're
thinking about selling, refinancing,
or just want to know more about
your home’s worth, we're here to
help. So don’t hesitate, contact us
today to schedule your free home
valuation and get the information
you need to make informed deci-
sions about your home and invest-
ment.

Kind regards,
Daniel & team
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01691 674494
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DANIEL'JAMES

West Felton Methodist Chapel 4B

and Schoolroom - opposite the playing field w

Minister: Rev Julia Skitt 07810 360778
Secretary Christine Curtis 01691 610665

SERVICES JANUARY 2024
7th at Oswestry at 10.45 a.m.
14th Mr. Martin Bennett
21st Mr. Keith Edlington
28th Mrs. Heather Watts

COffee Morni”g. Methodist Schoolroom

Thurs 4th January

10am to noon

Bacon Baps, £1 <
Produce, Books, Bring & Buy, Raffle. ol

All the usual Methodist hospitality. %

Everyone welcome.

West Felton Methodist Chapel

Schoolroom - opposite the playing field

FISH ‘N’ CHIP SUPPER
Friday, 19th January

£6 p.er head f ] Sh&,
an: s0ss  CALLIPS <
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BRICKLAYER &
GROUNDWORK
@

All Aspects Of Building Work Undertaken

* Bricklaying ® Plastering ® Timber Framework
* Fencing ® Extensions ¢ Landscaping & Slabbing
* Ground Works / Drainage

Reliable Family run business offering
high quality work at a reasonable rate.
Contact us for a no obligation quote

Contact: 07484 775590
joshua.birch1985@hotmail.co.uk

www.birchsonsgeneralbuildingcontrators.com

@P Gb@ @&Td@n %&G}) with Topiarius

ne of gardening’s interesting
features is that the “experts”
don’t always agree and that

“the rule book” is not always right.
Matthew Pottage recently mentioned a
few rules that could be broken in his
article in The Garden. One was that he
had been surprised that an unpruned
wisteria will still flower. | could have
told him that as ours gets very little
attention but flowers. The aspect of our
garden is such that we have to ignore
the rules about plants needing full sun
as otherwise we would be a bit short
on variety. The quick answer is that,
whilst some things sulk or throw in the
towel, there are many plants that have
not read the rule book.

Another area where “rules” don’t al-
ways work out as expected is in hardi-
ness. In many cases there are other
factors than just temperature involved,
for example the time at low tempera-
ture, the wind factor and how wet the
soil was. Perhaps most annoying are
the plants that are borderline, they do
fine in most years but the next year you
are caught out. This was the case with
us after last year’s unusual cold spell in
December. Here too experts don’t al-
ways agree, | found ratings on the web
for a particular salvia to vary from defi-
nitely tender to standing several de-
grees of frost! My system (if it is a sys-
tem) is to bring really tender stuff into a
frost-free glasshouse at the beginning
of November and to bring definitely

dodgy things such as fuchsia in pots
into a cold glasshouse later in the
month, leaving what | judge to be al-
most hardy until very low temperatures
are forecasted—my mistake last year
was to fail to see the cold coming.

We can expect some weather interrup-
tion in January but | won’t be breaking
the rules of walking on grass or digging
when frozen. However, | hope that re-
maining restructuring and shrub and
tree pruning can continue in the better
spells. Also, it is a good time to check
the pH of the vegetable plot for appli-
cation of lime if necessary. Our soil is
pretty near neutral and generally OK for
lime hating plants but to be sure | sprin-
kle sulphur chips on the rhododendrons
etc. Other than that, it will be a very
quiet gardening month although the
new year will prompt a start on clearing
the accumulated debris from paths.

Some people make New Year resolu-
tions but that is not something that |
have taken up. However, the path
clearing is first indication that spring
will be coming and is a good job to lift
any low winter spirits. Among the look-
ing forward thoughts will be plans and
expectations for how we will prevent
the problems and failures encountered
last year. In my case there will be some
adjustments to how | protect vegeta-
bles from insects plus the perennial
determination to do better at weeding.
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Stokes Tree Works

NPTC Qualified

Tree Surgeons

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY

Lopping * Felling *

Pruning * Shaping

to British Standard Specifications

P & S Electrical
Contractors Ltd

DOMESTIC ~ COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING
POINTS FITTED

Rewires
Periodic Testing
and Inspection
General Electrical Work
Fuse Board Upgrades
CONTACT STUART

07710 664 254
pandselectrical27@gmail.com

RAPPROVED DOMESTIE "
CONTRACTOR mstauen |==)

#» TRUSTMARK
7

CLEANING SERVICES
SHROPSHIRE

WINDOW CLEANING

e All external work e Conservatories
e Patios o All Glasswork
e Driveways e Solar Panels

e Decking

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
COMPETITIVE RATES
REFERENCES ON REQUEST

Contact us for a free no obligation quote

01691 610638 or 07849 217738

merv@mbhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk
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COffee N\orning. Methodist Schoolroom

For the December event the schoolroom was packed, the Christmas spirit evi-
dent in everything that happened, what a lovely morning!

After the usual fun and laughter and the various draws and announcements,
Christine led a very moving short service. Prayers of thanksgiving for compan-
ionship over the year; hopes for the future; carols loudly and beautifully joined
in and, of course, poems from Doreen and Eileen.

Here is Doreen’s lovely poem. Eileen’s poem is on page 17.

MY CHRISTMAS LIST

Y23 And every year at Christmas time
| go and take a look,
And that is when | realize that these names are a part,
Not only of the book they're written in - but of my very heart.

Il [ here is a list of folks | know, all written in a book,
v

For each name stands for someone who has walked my path sometime,
And in that meeting, you've become "Rhythm of the Rhyme".

And though sometimes the list may change and not remain the same,

| really feel that I'm composed of each beloved name.

And while you may not be aware of any special link,

Just knowing you has shaped my life more than you can think,

For once you've met somebody, the years cannot erase,
The memory of a pleasant word or of a loving face.

Never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine,

Of names upon a Christmas list forgotten in between.

For when | send a Christmas card that is addressed to you,
It's because you're on that list, of folks I'm indebted to.

For be you relative or friend, or just folks | have met,

You happen to be one of those | prefer not to forget.

And whether | have known you for many years or few,

In some way you have had a part of shaping things | do.
And every year when Christmas comes, | realize anew,

The biggest gift that life can give is knowing folks like you.

May the spirit of Christmas that eternally endures,

Leave its richest blessing in the hearts of you and yours.
And as you read this message that | send at Christmas time,
Know that | send you all my love, while you are on my mind.
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Disclaimer
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s
products, services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers. The infor-
mation, statements and opinions expressed in reports or articles published in Round
and About West Felton Magazine are solely those of the authors and do not in any
way reflect those of the magazine committee.

9 FORGE

Y CONSULTANTS

Moving home? Need a survey"

For RICS Home Buyers Surveys and Building Surveys
contact the Forge team

Email: info@forgeproperty.co.uk Call us on: 01691 610317

{ Treatments in a modern clinic
rP Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB

Tanat Foot C“?

Registered Foot Heal

Practm e Toenail Trimming e Diabetic Foot Care
j o Calluses o Ingrowing Toenails
t" ‘ ¢ Cracked Heels ¢ Fungal Nail

\: e Corns/Verrucae o Athlete’s Foot
. 07891 087394
\ b’ Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com

PC 21312 Bryant, ﬁ? West Mercia
Oswestry Central Safer Neighbourhood Team "' POLICE :.:

Oswestry Police Station. SERVING - PROTECTING - MAKING THE DIFFERENGE

Email: Karl.Bryant@westmercia.police.uk.

Tel: 07773053015 or 101.

These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies.

Crimestoppers: 0800 555111

Non emergency number : 101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk

Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk Twitter: @OsCops
Local Police Community Support Officer: PCSO Stuart Carroll 07970 544372.

West Felton Walking Walk leaders:-
Group Mike Bossen 01691 610623

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the Hilary lles 01691 610707
Punch Bowl car park John and Eileen Hanmer

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 01691 610629

month when departure is 9:30 to Liz and Dave Embrey
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-

nation for the away day walk. 01691 658275
New members always welcome.

forgeproperty.co.uk
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Libraries

Learn imagine discover

MOBILE LIBRARY “ IShr opshire

Owen’s - Route 4

Subject to change due to inclement weather,
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:

Alternate Thursdays

January 11th, 25th
Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45
West Felton Village Hall
15:00 to 15:40
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http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries

DS PLUMBING & HEATING

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL
Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered
b Breakdowns - Servicing

Landlord Certificates

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873
Email - djafswift@gmail.com

Cut & Colour
» Baschurch

Hair, beauty, nails,
personal care

01939
809589 cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com
@@ n cut&colourbaschurch
Thinking of selling your home?
Problem solved!

Receive our Marketing Package when '
selling your property with us:

= Professional photography ‘

= Floor-plan

= Hybrid video-ette

CALL: 01691 680044

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com

Providing a professional, honest, and trusted service
to our customers since 2004

N\ DHEAD
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Cut & Colour

Baschurch
Station Road

Baschurch SY4 2BB

@sarahatthehairstation

MEMBER

Another happy morning!

The Coffee Morning in the village hall that
signalled the start of West Felton's Christmas
season was declared a great success by all. We
know when you mention 'cake’ in West Felton,

the people will flock, and jam and marmalade are popular too - but
there was so much more to interest this year.

People meeting neighbours they had not Tef met; friends and family

popping in for a chat, but staying much

onger; picking up interest-

ing plants whose names we probably had forgotten by the fime we
got home; cards and gifts to buy and all sorts of surprises to be

won.

Congratulations to the members of St Michael's Parish Church
for putting on a great community event,
all the hard work really showed.

"Twas the Month After Christmas "You can't spend a winter disguised

"Twas the month after Christmas,

and all through the house

Nothing would fit me, not even a
blouse.

The cookies I'd nibbled, the eggnog
I'd taste at the holiday parties

had gone to my waist.

When | got on the scales there arose
such a number!

When | walked to the store (less a
walk more a lumber),

I'd remember the marvellous meals I'd
prepared:

The gravies and sauces and beef
nicely rared,

The wine and the rum balls, the bread
and the cheese

And the way I'd never said, "No,
thank you, - please."

As | dressed myself in my husband's
old shirt

And prepared once again to do battle
with dirt—

| said to myself, as | only can,

as a man!
So - away with the last of the sour
cream dip,

Get rid of the fruit cake, every cracker
and chip.

Every last bit of food that | like must
be banished

‘Til all the additional ounces have
vanished.

| won't have a cookie—not even a
lick.

I'll want only to chew on a long celery
stick.

| won't have hot biscuits, or corn
bread, or pie;

I'l munch on a carrot and quietly cry.
I'm hungry, I'm lonesome, and life is a
bore—

But isn't that what January's for?

Unable to giggle, no longer a riot,

Happy New Year to all,
and to all a good diet!
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Shropshire Kiln

Dried Firewood
Kiln Dried Softwood
Kiln Dried Hardwood
Kiln Dried 100% Oak

Nets of kindling
Available in builder bags
or loose loads

Shropshire
Aggregates

A TOP QUALITY AGRICULTURAL
CONTRACTING SERVICE.

We also supply: Hardcore,
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil
Rootzone, Garden Mulch. |

VISIT www.shropshireaggregates.net &
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk 07813847670

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS

Surfacing Contractor
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs
Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor
References available
John Richards, Pentre, Nesscliffe

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503

DARREN TOWNSEND

Painter & Decorator
All aspects of interior or exterior
decoration undertaken

Hanwood - Shropshire
01743 860241 mobile 07795 262629

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com
/P A Friendly, Reliable, Local Service \
Free no obligation estimates

. High standard of work
Plumblhg S No mess left behind!
Heating

enquiries@pja-plumbing.co.uk

Installation Repairs Cit
\_Maintenance Tel 07969 833 610 Gu?l(gg/
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Bringing warmth to our

local Community —

an appeal on behalf of charity
Community Resource

Ry m-{
VDL
COMMUNITY

As the wintry weather sets in
we turn our thoughts to
those in our community who
are vulnerable to the

biting cold and the financial
strain of rising energy costs.

Supporting Shropshire Communities since 1960

Community Resource’s "Warmer Winter Appeal," embodies the spirit of
compassion, unity, and support that defines your parish.

What is the Warmer Winter Appeal?

Our "Warmer Winter Appeal" is a heartfelt effort to provide warmth and com-
fort to local vulnerable households who find themselves at risk of fuel poverty
during the colder months. For over a decade, Community Resource has been
dedicated to supporting those in need, and this campaign is an extension of
that commitment.

Why Does It Matter?

Rising energy costs, coupled with the economic challenges of recent times,
make it increasingly difficult for many households to afford the basic necessity
of a warm and comfortable home. The "Warmer Winter Appeal" is our re-
sponse to this challenge, a way to ensure that no one in our community has to
endure a cold and uncomfortable winter.

How Can You Get Involved?

Donate: Your generous contributions to the "Warmer Winter Appeal" will go
directly to providing essential support to households in need. Every donation,
no matter how small, makes a difference.

Spread the Word: Share this initiative with friends, family, and fellow parish-
ioners. Encourage others to join us in making a positive impact in our commu-
nity.

Together, we can make a significant difference in the lives of those facing
fuel poverty in our community. As the days grow colder, let us come
together in the spirit of giving and support.

To make a donation please visit -
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/shropshirefuelpoverty
or email our Fundraising Manager —
Stacey.teece(@community-resource.org.uk to discuss other ways to make a

ift.
z((;fommunity Resource is an operating name of the Community Council of Shropshire A
Company Limited by Guarantee 4652487 and a Registered Charity 1096779. Regis-
tered Olffice Address: Community Council of Shropshire, 4 The Creative Quarter,
Shrewsbury Business Park, Shrewsbury, SY2 6LG Tel: 01743 360641
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Angela Chalmers SAC Dip, RFHP

For specialist foot care in the

Ang’ s Foot Health comfort your own home
Mobie Foot Heatth Practitioner = N3 friMHing

Call Angela on 07730 795142
Emat info@angsfoothealth.couk

Nail treatment N Mopijje
Calluses °tcare for

es
e  Cracked heels t Feiltop,
Corns, verrucae

ﬁ!cko!&d!‘i‘rals'lﬁ'ééts of paving

Fencing and trellises

Shropshire
Dri d path
G:r‘é::v:vyasllsa,":mci:vori renderlng Landscapes

aying and — : Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, a
artificial grass. ’ : leading landscaping company with a
= &4, reputation for creating truly magnificent
and unique gardens throughout Shrop-
shire. As true landscaping specialists, we
take pride in what we do, and work
closely with our clients to develop in-
spired concepts, creating exciting,
practical garden design. Our philosophy
is simple: reliability, combined with a
professional service & value for money.

"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”

With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ — we set out the inclusive price.
Quotations are free of charge and made at a time to suit you.

01691 610461 - 07400 821581
or shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com

Call Jennifer Scott on Wymmamﬂcm
07866 472083 @
or 07791 655559 k’aﬂ I—
www.facebook.com/
cleanandgleamovens

OVENS

Email: - Professional
cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com Oven Cleaning Services

covering Oswestry & surrounding areas
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - WEST FELTON BRANCH
2023 REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND

A massive thank you to everyone who THE ROYAL BRITISH
attended the Poppy Appeal events. LEGION

We started on Friday with our Annual concert at the
Village Hall in the presence of the fantastic Orthopaedic
Male Voice choir, the brilliant young Saxophonist Zac
Addison, and of course the amazing Choir from West
Felton School. It was a truly magnificent evening and for the first time,
we actually ran out of chairs, which demonstrates the incredible at-
tendance. Everyone enjoyed a memorable evening which for many
spilled over afterwards into the Punch Bowl, where we were made so
very welcome.

The ceremony at the Memorial on Saturday was as always very mov-
ing and so well attended, with many new faces from the Village.
Apologies to those to whom we just did not have time to say hello.

Again, a Thank You to the Punch Bowl who provided soup
following proceedings, and a further chance to chat
with friends and neighbours.

Finally, the well supported Church Service on Sunday at St Michaels
was a fitting end to a special weekend. and special thanks to the
Church for the refreshments which again allowed for a friendly chat.

As a footnote, the Branch raised £2,765 towards the appeal this
year, and | therefore repeat a MASSIVE THANK YOU
for your support.

° WELCOME - We would love to see new members.
. You would be made extremely welcome.

. Unless otherwise stated we meet the first Monday of the month
in the Punch Bowl at around 19.30-20.00.

. Proceedings are very social!

. If you do not have any connection with the forces, that makes no
difference. Every new Face is an asset to our cause.

See you there/ DC
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GREEN HOLLOW
VETERINARY SURGERY

D. W. THURSTON BVetMed MRCVS
DOMESTIC PET, HORSE & FARM ANIMAL PRACTICE

24-hour Emergency Service - Consultation by appointment

wgh nggg Morning, afternoon School Road
€em Roa i i Ruyton-X1-Towns
and evening surgeries uy
SY4 ANW ALL NEW CLIENTS 01939
01939 WELCOME 261216
251180
SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES :
FARM ANIMAL SERVICES : . Microchip Identity
] Roucil:ine Fle:ililty work L] ?iaﬁnostitlz )I(,-:azt_& Ultrasound
L ] n-house la estin
: gﬁgepl;lae?\; Ggas‘.trs‘.s.. L] Pet food & accesso?ies
. Alpaca work . Free Pet Health advice

HORSE WORK : « Wormers (discounts on large quantity)
e 'Vetting’ pre-purchase/insurance

www.resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk
also find us on Facebook

d Stong

Specialists in Resin Bound Stone for

Let us increase the kerb appeal of your home . Driveways

Domestic/Commercial/Full Landscaping

Charlie Jordan ¢ Patios
01691 610 412 Mb: 07712 530 107 ¢ Paths

Email: info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk Very experienced, Quality,
== : : Professional Installations

"‘Readivng 15
Ehe gabewag
to Learnung

Volunteers Needed to Spread the Joy of Readmg in Shropshlre Schools

West Felton Head Teacher, Helen, focusses on a really strong reading
programme. Our school has achieved 95% in the Reading SATS
compared to 73% nationally. Other children are not so lucky.

Children’s literacy charity Schoolreaders is looking for more volunteers who can
help spread the joy of reading to children in primary schools across Shropshire,
particularly in Market Drayton, Shrewsbury, Telford and Oswestry.

Every year, 1 in 4 children leave primary school unable to read to the expected
standard.

Schoolreaders recruits volunteers to listen to children read in primary schools,
focusing on schools where children require the most support. Volunteers are
asked to listen to children read once a week in term time and to commit to an aca-
demic year.

95% of children supported by a Schoolreaders volunteer improve their reading
age. Partner schools also reported that volunteers had a positive impact on pupils
with 95% improving their reading confidence and 87% their reading enjoyment.
Additionally, children benefit enormously from the volunteers as positive role
models in the classroom.

Jane Whitbread, founder of Schoolreaders, comments “Children who leave pri-
mary school unable to read well can’t access their secondary schooling fully
which will compromise their life opportunities. One in seven adults in England
(7.1 million) are functionally illiterate and cannot read instructions on a medicine
label, sit a driving theory test or fill in a job application form. Working together
we can change this.

“Our Schoolreaders volunteers provide a crucial supplement to classroom teach-
ing and are welcomed by schools and the children. If more children gain pleasure
from reading from an early age and their reading fluency and confidence im-
proves too, communities and society will reap the benefits.”

Reading skills and developing a love of books from the earliest age will hopefully
aid children to become confident, interested and engaged readers who read for
pleasure.

To find out more about Schoolreaders visit www.schoolreaders.org.

By applying now new volunteers will be matched as quickly as possible to a
partner school and be ready to start once they have completed a mandatory

DBS check and virtual safeguarding training. ¢
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mailto:info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk
https://www.schoolreaders.org/bookreview

||’. GAS & OIL CENTRAL HEATING
I IMSTALLATIONS E REPAIRS
ﬁ SOLD FUEL
] "

I jl‘r‘!h“‘"g ) GENERAL PLUMBING
neating™ @ 07855811321
HETAS ﬁ“ /éﬂ,ﬁfﬁ

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE
Registered Waste Carrier
Local Operator
For a prompt and efficient service
Contact Edward Scott
on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870

Trusted & experienced
Property specialists since 1981

e Residential Sales & Lettings
Roger |

e Farm and Land Sales
Parry

& Partners Planning & Architectural Services
Land Promotion & Option advice

House Surveys

Shrewsbury Oswestry Welshpool Shrewsbury Head Office
01743 343343 01691 655334 01938 554499 01743 791336
www.rogerparry.net
36

From Joanne WEST FELTON (_‘flmelL 24

and the
Carnival Committee

The Christmas Tree
Is up and looking
spectacular in the

centre of the village.

Lots of people braved the cold to see the lights switch-on, and make it a huge
success. The mulled wine and cakes helped keep the cold at bay, while the
Porthywaen Band brought everyone into the festive spirit.

A cheque for £450 was presented to the West Mercia Search and Res-
cue. Thank you to everyone who bought a bauble to support this great chari-
ty. We hope you were able to spot your name on the tree!

It takes a team of
people to organise
the event. A big
thank you to every-
one who was in-
volved in helping
with the evening.

A special mention
to Sharon and
Derek for the bau-
bles; Darryl from
Daz C Lifts and
Clive Whittingham
for their help
putting the tree
up. Caroline Dean
and Mike Perry for
their assistance to
Father Christmas,
and all the walking
ladies, and everyone else who donated cakes.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from the West Felton Carnival Committee.
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PSM

Kitchens

‘Designing kitchens for you'

Local business, West Felton based
Extensive range to suit all tastes
Quality products / affordable rates
We come to you offering a true
home selection service with a no
obligations chat

All units made to order offering
many bespoke options

Free planning and design

Supply only or full fit service using
local trades “

Contact paul@psmkitchens.co.uk
. more info at www.psmkitchens.co.uk

Dhaggy Doy Care- £ ‘/747’* Sy Gervics

% Fully insured 4* star rating.

¥ Your pet treated as one of the family.
% Secure dog run for fun & games.

s Individual needs catered for.

% Pick-ups and drop offs available on request.

w2 Daily dog walks located in the countryside.
& Chill-out zone.
Y Home-from-home alternative to kennels.

s As well as dogs we also offer pet sitting for
cats as a home visitation service.

6’4 il
‘ T Located in West Felton, Oswestry
e Tel: 07974 152022

. "\.4 Email: suzanne.galliers@btinternet.com
& f’ @wagglytailswestfelton
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Advertizer Cup Bowling Final 25 June 1980
Below: Fred Jones follows the line of his wood ...

then shows his consternation whilst
Gareth Jones (Corwen) contemplates his shot!




RJW

“Electrical “M&V “Renewables

01691 712830

office@rjwelectrical.com

Your Local
Electricians § Solar
PV Installers

q)omesiic, Agricultural, Commercial and
Industrial Electrical Installations

Qlecfrical Installation Condition Reporting
®olar PV

v Charger
Renewable Technologies

q;AT Testing

uI:ln \
YRUSTMARK s

TIFIED

FROM ISLAM TO CHRISTIANITY

The web site unHerd.com exists to pub-
lish articles that push against estab-
lished thinking. A recent article de-
scribes how a Muslim lady migrated
from Islam to Christianity via atheism.
The writer’s thinking has led her to be-
lieve that civilisation rests on Christiani-
ty and seeing how Western Europe has
developed it is easy to understand how
this happened. Starting to read the arti-
cle, a reader might gain the impression
that life can be split into two parts.
There is the ‘modus vivendi’ — the way
of living; and there is the spiritual as-
pect. The author dwells for much of the
article on the former and her adoption
of atheism, but latterly the author dis-
cards atheism for its failure to answer a
simple question: “what is the purpose
of life?” The same question is putin a
slightly different way in the opening
chapter of Timothy Radcliffe’s book,
“What is the point of being a Chris-
tian?”

As a way of living, Christianity has had a
profound influence, but its teachings
have evolved over the years. Some
practices are echoed by Islam. The
wearing of a head covering was empha-
sised in the early church and still ob-
tains in some Eastern Orthodox coun-
tries today. Head covering is obligatory
in Islam although pressure is rising to
abolish it. Homosexuality is regarded
with disdain in both Christianity and
Islamism. Islam reserved a special ha-
tred for Jews and a similar, those less
evident, undercurrent of antisemitism
continues to permeate Christian socie-

ties The article portrayed how a young
Muslim girl was taught to behave. Pray-
er and ablutions were obligatory but
she regarded them as pointless: she
was taught to hate people who were
unbelievers.

Her journey to Christianity progressed
through atheism. She read Bertrand
Russell’s famous lecture on “why | am
not a Christian” given in 1927. She felt
that religion had imprisoned her and
now she could be free. Hell and eternal
damnation no longer existed; she was
unburdened from the fear that religion
imposed on her. She came to see as
well that not everything that Christ did
was kind; note the effect that Jesus had
on the fig tree or the Gadarene swine.
Russell persuaded her that morals were
not necessarily a recipe for happiness.
The church’s denial of divorce, illustrat-
ed by his rather distasteful description
of a diseased husband, was used as an
example of the failure of religion. Rus-
sell claimed, not without evidence, that
the church had tried to hold back scien-
tific advance. The arrest of Galileo, who
held that the earth went round the sun,
contradicting the Catholic church’s be-
lief that the opposite occurred, did
much to discredit religion.

At this stage her journey through faith
might have stopped. But she didn’t
stop thinking. Christianity, unlike Islam,
allowed plenty of freedoms; of con-
science, of the press, of expression and
other freedoms. Compare the reactions
of the cartoons of God with those of

(Continued on page 25)
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TRUSTED HANDYMAN

S ERV I CE S

Home Repairs
TALK TO ALAN &

07515 754227 Carpentry Work

T

14 SHROPSHIRE STAR Sé;l‘UﬁD_AY, SEPTEMBER 30. 1978

Anthony Roberts
Tree and Garden Care

Patios

Landscaping

Wood Chipping available
Stump Grinding

n Tree Surgery
= Hedge Trimming
= Fencing

Free quotations

Whole of Shropshire covered ;

Tel: 01961 770054 i T L ST .

o liberation of Belgium, played the piano during h isit arves i
MOb ° 0772581 9414 celebrations at the Fox and HoundspWest Feltgxgx, la?t r:’ijgsl"nt tghgesh!: wasirefue:tiltgil
mtlh; fct)ne of her former “sons,” Mr John Kendrick. Seen with Madame Lorge are (from

): Colonel J. Kenyon, Mr John Kendrick, Mr Fred Jones and Mr Percy Jones.
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By the KING'S Order the name of

Lance Corporal of Horse J Kendrick
The Life Guards

was published in the London Gazette
22nd March 1945
as mentioned in a Despatch for
distinguished service,
1 am charged to record
His Majesty’s high appreciation.

AfGee

Secretary of State for War

THE LANDLORD AND
HIS LADY WIFE
Dora and Ike Kendrick
in the Fox and Hounds
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(Continued from page 23)

Mohammed. The important point is
that whereas the Christian church
might have behaved in the same way
to caricatures of God in the past as
Islamists do to Mohammed today,
Christianity has shown that it can
evolve. Indulgences (in Protestant
churches) went with Luther; the Privy
Council abolished Hell in 1864 (the two
Archbishops voted against), but disa-
greements still exist; witness the dis-
cord over same sex marriage.

Yet she makes another and probably
the most important point. With all
these freedoms, do we still need God?
And here she returns to the question in
the first paragraph — what is the pur-
pose of life. Free at last, she still had a
niggling feeling that life was not com-
plete. She sought professional help;
she sought support in alcohol: then a
therapist said to her: “You're spiritually
bankrupt”. She reacted to this startling

pronouncement by saying that she was
an atheist; she hated God. “That’s
great” came the reply, “you have the
opportunity to design your own God”.
Given this chance, she set to work
thinking what she would like her own
God to do and to identify what God
would stand for. As she started to think
and to express

what she would like, she suddenly real-
ised that she was describing what Jesus
and Christianity stood for. Implicit in
her article is that having the one
(Christian way of life ‘modus vivendi’) is
incomplete without the other (God).

She ends by saying that if we are to
withstand Islam, Communism and oth-
er religions, we must defend the civili-
sation that we have built, and that civi-
lisation is founded upon Christianity.
Islam as a faith is 600 years younger
than Christianity and may be, in time,
will evolve like Christianity. ¢

BUMPS, BABIES & TOTS

at West Felton Methodist Chapel, Tedsmore Road
opposite the playing field.
A warm welcome for mums and children
on alternate Fridays

12th January, 26th January,
9th February, 23rd February,
8th March,  22nd March

Drop in or stay between 8.45am - 10.45am
£1.50 per session
We look forward to meeting expectant mums, and babies to school age

children with a grown up, for relaxed play, cuppa and a chat
for more information, contact: Rev. Julia Skitt 07810360778.




Thinking of making a Will

or Power of Attorney?
Wills £150
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA) £150
Sensibly priced and affordable Legal services

Call Paul Humphreys today

Tel: 01691 652233

www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

A&J
CATTERY

Open all year round
Cattery is fully heated
Covered outside runs

Duncan Galliers

Master Upholsterer and
Furniture Restorer

Upholstery

Specialist in traditional

techniques for antique and . .
o o furnttirs, Collection and Delivery

Spring repair, ““Give your cat a holiday
foam cut to size while you enioy yours”

and sundries! et 1oy
Call 01743 353981 or andstone Holdings,
Dovaston, Kinnerley,

email
duncangalliers@aol.com Oswestry SY10 8DS
Tel: 01691 682 606

We are only 5 minutes from
West Felton

24 SALOP ROAD

R OSWESTRY
! U R Q SYIl 2NU

® 01691 655655

HAIR, BEAUTY
& WELLNESS (£]6)

AURA.OSWESTRYA@MAIL.COM

The first Harvest Festival 1955 : The Fox & Hounds

The Rev Howard-Bowen (Captain) Chaplin to the Forces with the
founding committee: Walter (Patch) Little, Grimpo; Col. Charles Eaton,
Charles Thomas, Weirbrook and Glyn Jones, Haughton.

Ao

Front : Mrs Jones, Bagley; Sam Higginson; Glyn Jones;
Walter Little.

2nd row: Frances Jones; Rene Mullineux; Belle Clark.
Back: Ann Hanmer, Florrie Coles; Dolly Jensen.
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The first Harvest Festival ever to be held in a

public house, 1955 :

The Fox & Hounds,

As recounted by the late Glyn Jones

t was 1955; in the Fox &

Hounds a few friends were dis-
cussing gardening, harvesting
and so on when someone sug-
gested that we organise a Har-
vest Festival in the pub. A small
committee was formed involving:
Charles Eyton (The Colonel),
Walter Little (Patch), Charles
Thomas (Mick) and Glyn Jones,
also helped by Elsie Bonnar and
Doll Durnall.

It was decided to arrange a Har-
vest festival in the Fox & Hounds
with the permission of the Land-
lord, Wally Phillips and his
wife.

Glyn Jones approached the West
Felton Rector of the time, Rev
RGT Gillman, to know if he would
be willing to take part but he re-
fused, being disgusted at the
idea of such an event!

Nothing daunted, Glyn then
asked the Padre of Park Hall Ar-
my camp if he would conduct a
suitable service.

Captain Howard-Bowen, Chap-
lain to the Forces was delighted
to help. He conducted a 15 mi-
nute service, during which time
the beer pumps were closed
down for silence. A good gather-
ing of local people attended, pro-
duce was auctioned and made
£34.6.4d. This was later handed

to a villager who was suffering
from a bad illness.

The evening paper of that period
was the Wolverhampton Express
& Star which reported the event
as a great success and quoted it
as the first of its kind in Shrop-
shire. Many other areas followed
and the tradition continues to this
day.

When the Rev Kenneth Millington
arrived as Rector to the Parish
he took kindly to the task of con-
ducting the service for many
years, as did those who followed
him down the years.

Qualified Auctioneer Jim Pearce
conducted the sale of the goods
and later on was assisted by his
son, Jim Junior, making much
money for local charities.

Towards the end of the 1960s
the committee amalgamated with
the British Legion as a joint effort
and soon afterwards the Legion
organised the full event, issuing
Christmas parcels to widows of
ex-servicemen and senior citi-
zens until 2001.

The Harvest Auctions continued
in the village hall for some years,
but the distribution of parcels
ceased, the proceeds instead
going to the Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal. ¢
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WEST FELTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE [hBWI

The meeting in November comprised the formal
Annual Meeting as well as the normal monthly  [ySPIRING WOMEN
meeting. Gillian welcomed seven visitors: Linda,
Yvonne, Jo, Tess, Suzanne, Amanda & Irene
and WI adviser Heather Dulson.

= WEST ¢
\FELTON
W1

1921-2021

Forthcoming events were confirmed,

. Oswestry North Group Carol Service Thursday 7th Dec St Michael’s. 7pm;
collection for Oswestry Food bank

. Christmas meal at the Queens Head on Wednesday 13th December at
1pm. No regular ladies lunch in December.

. Final Legacy outing to The Grosvenor Garden Centre, nr Chester, Monday
20th November, leaving West Felton at 10.30am.

. December meeting: making Christmas door wreaths. Members reminded
to bring any extra foliage material such as leaves with berries, pinecones
etc. Secateurs. Or any other embellishments. This is being hosted by our
member Julie on behalf of Babbinswood Farm.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM NATIONAL FEDERATION: NFWI Annual meeting at Roy-
al Albert Hall, 5th June 2024. Observer tickets £28.00 and payment needed to be
sent with booking forms, no later than 31 December 2023. Individuals can join on
Zoom free of charge —more details to follow.

Eileen reminded members about the Attfield December performance.

Marian organising shoe boxes for Teams4U — any donations welcome for older
boys and for mothers (scarves, accessories, candles, also household items such
as kitchen utensils, dishcloths, washing up liquid). Any questions for Marian —
email Gillian or Sam and they will pass it on to Marian, items can be left with Hil-
ary or Eileen. Further info on www.teams4U.com.

Mair mentioned several local events coming up in November and December.

The Annual meeting was conducted with due formality, reports read out and
ballots conducted by an independent teller, Kerry, and the whole overseen by
Heather on behalf of Shropshire Federation. Gillian remains President for 2024. A
further meeting after the event was held to appoint officers and allocate the vari-
ous roles necessary to ensure the smooth running of WFWI for another year.

The guest speaker was Belinda Johnson — Dog Aid, talking about working with
assistance dogs. ¢
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THE FOX and HOUNDS | West Felfon .z, &
The Fox & Hounds was originally called Village Hﬂ“ ﬂ@@

the New Inn and was first licensed in about .
1791. It was a coaching inn with stabling 19232023

for ten horses. It was purchased by John
Freeman Dovaston in the mid-1800s. The stabling was adjoining the pub
facing the road.

In 1921 the Landlord was Lewis Buckle living there with his wife Mary
Ann and their two daughters. Their son Frank was killed in France in 1916
and Lewis himself died aged 54 in 1922 - so we don’t know who was run-
ning the public house when the hall was first opened.

Pte. Frank Buckle, Army No 17261, 4th Batt, Grenadier Guards is
remembered on West Felton War Memorial
The son of Lewis Buckle and Mary Ann Hammond, he had three siblings,
Sidney, Annie and Dorothy.
His father, Lewis, had a varied career: Gamekeeper at Worksop; Railway
Porter when they lived at St Martins and by 1915 they are all living at
the Fox & Hounds Public House, West Felton. Frank signed up in1914,
aged 17. He served in Belgium and France and was killed in action.
Sidney also enlisted but was discharged immediately on medical grounds
due to an operation for removal of appendix.
Frank was killed, aged 19, in the second phase of the
Somme Campaign.
At home in West Felton his father had also died and his mother
and the family left the Fox & Hounds to live at
Gatacre Road, Oswestry. She died in 1949.

Wally Phillips was Landlord in 1932 and still there in 1955, see page
24,

Ann tells us, in the late 1950s the landlord Len Brown used to cut hair
in the stables; many a time he would cut half of someone’s hair and then
go for a pint or tell them to come back tomorrow for him to finish it. Len
was quite a character and was well liked by everyone. He also had an egg
business and was well known in the area.

By the late1970s the Fox & Hounds was run by lke and Dora Kendrick
late of the Union Inn at Queens Head. It was home to a popular bowling
green and there was great disappointment when the owners decided to
give it up for development as private homes.

The bus stop by the houses was still named “The Fox and Hounds” on the
Arriva timetable until a few years ago.

Across the road, where Pradoe View houses now are, was West Felton
Garage.
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The Fox and Hounds
with its beautiful
Bowling Green

1980

West Felton Garage,
prop. J Royle & Son.




