SUTTON-ON-TRENT PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Methodist Community Centre
on Tuesday, 8th November 2022 at 7.30 pm.

Present:  	Councillor B Blanchard
		Councillor S Hadley
Councillor P Hibberd (Chair)
Councillor R Jones
Councillor J Keeton
		Councillor S Sloan 

In Attendance 3 members of the public together with County Councillor Laughton and District Councillor Michael

22/062		To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors P Marshall and               K Walker. 

22/063		To receive and note any declarations of interest  
There were none made. 

22/064		Public 10 Minute Forum
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.32pm to allow for the public session.  

A resident suggested that it may be a nice gesture for the Parish Council to make a gift to the Clerk for her patience in not being paid due to the issues with the Council’s bank.  

The Chair reconvened the meeting at 7.33pm.   

22/065		To receive and approve the Minutes from the meeting held on 11th October 2022
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th October 2022 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  
[bookmark: _Hlk108010398]  
22/066	District Councillor Report
	The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.34pm to allow District Councillor Mrs Michael to give her report.  

	Councillor Mrs Michael advised that, as a result of the Resident’s Survey undertaken, a kerbside collection of glass would be introduced from April 2023.  The cost of the service would be met by the District Council.  

Councillor Mrs Michael advised that there had been a couple of incidents recently where keys to vehicles had been taken from rural properties where owners had left their doors open.   It was AGREED that the message would be circulated in the community for people to be aware as the thieves were still in the area. 

	The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Michael for her report and reconvened the meeting at 7.35pm. 

22/067		County Councillor Report
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.36pm to allow County Councillor Laughton to present his report.  
		
Councillor Laughton advised that the poor drainage on Main Street had been logged with Officers at Via.   

Councillor Laughton confirmed that Main Street had been put forward as a priority for resurfacing.  

The County Council were seeking to have a balanced budget next year.  There will be an increase, but it was hoped it would be contained below 3%. 

The Chair thanked Councillor Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 7.40pm. 

22/068		Planning

		Applications
22/01833/HOUSE – 14 Station Road, Sutton-on-Trent - Single storey rear extension and front access ramp 
After discussion, it was unanimously AGREED that the application be supported. 

22/01925/FUL – Sutton-on-Trent Sports & Social Club, Grassthorpe Road - Removal of existing cladding and roof. Replacement new insulated cladding and roof. New paving area, car park area and fencing. 
The Clerk reminded Members that they had received notice of this application at the October meeting.  After discussion, it was unanimously AGREED that the application be supported, 

For Noting - 22/01955/AGR – The Rhymes, Carlton Lane, Sutton-on-Trent - Application for prior approval for new agricultural store. 
Members noted the application as outlined. 
 
Decision Notices
		There were none to receive. 


Tree Works
Members noted the following applications submitted for tree works:

22/02057/TWCA – 28 Church Street, Sutton-on-Trent – Remove 2 no Fir Trees and 2 no Unidentified Shrubs
22/01976/TWCA – East View Cottage, 29 High Street, Sutton-on-Trent – Reduce back willow tree by approximately 1.5 metres from the top and each side. 
22/01961/TWCA – Penny Pot, 2 Trafalgar Square, Sutton-on-Trent - Fell 1 No. Cedar Tree 

22/069		Financials
		a)	To record receipts:
· Sutton-on-Trent Sports Club – Donation to Mowing Costs - £800

b)	To approve invoices for payment:
	The following invoices were approved for payment:
· Freddie Allen Gardens & Landscapes - £994.50
· Farndon Parish Council – Reimburse for items regarding HM The Queen’s Death - £34.60
· Community Heartbeat – Defib Battery - £318.00

c)	To note the Council’s Financial Position as at 31st October 2022
Members noted the Council’s financial position as outlined in the cashbook which demonstrated spend against budget.  

d)	To consider the Council’s priorities for the 2023-24 Financial Year
The Clerk advised that Council would need to consider its priorities for the 2023-24 financial year in advance of setting the Precept.  	After discussion, Members considered the following should be costed:
· War Memorial
· Site for Jubilee Beacon
· Litter Bins/Dog Bins
· Cemetery – painting of fencing and new hedge
· Sternthorpe Close Play Area upgrades (fencing, surfacing and new benches)
· Defibrillator Batteries
· GDPR and communications

22/070	Parish Council Matters 
a) Visit to Allotment Site
The Chair referred to the visit made to the allotments site, with the Clerk, recently.  It was clear that work needed to be undertaken to tidy the site of waste and rubbish.  There also seemed to be some uncertainty on the delineation of each plot.  

b) Update from Clerk
The Clerk advised that the Casual Vacancy had been advertised.  If no election was requested, the notices for co-option would be circulated. 

22/071		To receive updates and agree actions:
a) Playing Field 
(a) Play Area Work Required
The Clerk advised that the work had started.  The contractor would be asked to remove the broken bench and fence.  

b) Cemetery 
There were no issues to report. 

c) Highways
The Clerk was asked to log the potholes on Crow Park Lane and Station Road.  

d) Community Speed Watch
Councillor Jones referred to new guidelines and a new risk assessment that had been received from the Police, which the group had been asked to implement with immediate effect, and the cost implications for purchasing new equipment and signage.  At the moment the group were not compliant and all monitoring had been suspended.  

After discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk raise concerns direct with Inspector Ward and also invite him to the December meeting to discuss the changes.   

The Clerk was also asked to include a request for volunteers to join the scheme in the next issue of Unity.  

e) Public Footpaths 
The Clerk advised that no updates had been received from the Rights of Way team on the issues logged.  
  
f) Churchyard 
There were no issues to report. 

g) Village Hall
Councillor Jones advised that work was ongoing to look at costings.  It was hoped to bring a report to the December meeting of the Parish Council, January at the latest.  

h) Sports Club
There were no issues to report. 

i) Library Support Group
As Cllr Mrs Walker had given her apologies there was no report presented.   

j) Social Media & Website
There was nothing to report. 

k) War Memorial & Jubilee Beacon
The Chair advised that a master list of names for a combined war memorial had now been determined by Mr Smith, who had offered to put together a report for consideration by Members at a future meeting.  

l) Any Other Reports
None received. 

The Chair thanked Members for their reports.

22/072		Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils
(a) To note the appointment of the SAAA appointment of PKF Littlejohn as External Auditors for the period 2022-23 to 2026-27.
Members noted the appointment of PKF Littlejohn as External Auditors up to the 2026-27 financial year. 

(b) To note the NJC Payscales approved on 1st November 2022 from 1st April 2022
Members noted the new payscales that had been agreed and implemented with effect from 1st April 2022.  

22/073	Correspondence
	 There was none to consider. 

22/074	To receive items for notification
	

Close:  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.19pm

Next Meeting will be on Tuesday, 13th December 2022 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Community Centre.
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