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POLICE HAVE ‘OPEN MIND’ ON
CAUSE OF CUDDESDON FIRE

WATER FROM SWIMMING
POOL SAVED PALACE

Oxfordshire police officers are “keeping an

open mind” about the

cause of the fire which

swept through the west wing of Cuddesdon Palace,
home of the bishops of Oxford for 300 years, on

Tuesday night.

A police spokesman said yes-
terday that, while at the
moment there is no suggestion
that the fire was started
deliberately, they are carrying
out a routine investigation.

Forty firemen had fought the
blaze for two hours with water
brought from a swimming pool
and well at the nearby theo-
logieal college.

The Chief Fire Officer for
Oxfordshire, Mr. Timothy Whise,
said yesterday: “ We are quite
satisfied where the fire started.
The next problem is how it
started. We have passed on
information to the police.

“We are still not satisfied
about a pocket of fire found in
wihielr we eant Bive ally
explanation,” said Mr, White.

Police Investigations

The fire was confined to the
west wing. The Palace was
unoccupied at the time.

Fire officers and police
started investigations im-
mediately . trying to find the
cause of the fire.

A third of the roof of the
Palace was completely de-
stroyed. The fire funnelled
down to the gound floor, burn-
ing out 11 rooms—five on the

-
101

CITY RATES
TO RISE
AGAIN?

LIABILITY OF
SCHEMES

A rise of between 1s. and
1s. 6d. appears inevitable for
ratepayers in Ozxford, because
of major schemes to which the
City Council is committed
during the next financial year.

Coun. J. N. L. Baker, chairman
of the Finance Committee,
warned in November . that
increases in the cost of educa-
tion and in running the police
force would be equivalent to a
ninepenny rate.

The construction of the
Eastern by-pass, costing more
than half-a-million pounds, and
the plans by the Housing Com-
mittee to build more than 600
houses costing more than £1m.
areamong the large projects
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second floor, three on the first
floor, and three on the ground
floor.

“At its height, the fire was
blazing like a giant bunsen
burner,” said Mr. White, on
Wednesday.

He ruled out the possibility
that lightning, which was in-
tense at times on Tuesday night,
had started the fire.

Firemen used all the water
in the Theological College
swimming pool nearby and a
well.

Alarm Given

Mr, White said that had it not
been for that supplg.

of the firemen wo.ul have been

r.

alioritie ar : 16T
ago to kee]f the swimming pool
filled at all times." he added.

The fire was first seen soon
after 10 o'clock by Mr. Tim
Bravington, a student at the
college.

While he telephoned for the
fire brigade, other students ran
to remove cars and motor-
cycles stored near the blazing
huildlng.

Mr. Bravington said that he
first saw a light in one of the
upper windows.

“1 had to look a number of
times before I was sure that
the building was on fire,” he
said.

Within a few minutes of the
fire being discovered a crowd
of students and villagers had
Eathered at the gates of the
urning palace,

One spectator reported seeing
blue flashes from the building
at about the time the fire was
discovered.

Rick Alight

Wheatley and Oxford City
were the first brigades to arrive,
wnckly followed by Thame and

oodstock. Between 30 and 40
firemen attended.

The gale sent clouds of sparks
down, setting light to a rick.

This fire was quickly extin-
guished and a fire tender was

o

CANNOT SELL
WINES

C. NORTON
DECISION

Magistrates at Chipping
Norton rejected, for the second
year in succession, an applica-
tion from the National Co-
operative Chemists on Tuesday
for a licence to sell wines at

their chemist’s shop in High
“~Chinning Norton.
~fwo for

the work|“

detailed to patrol neighbouring |

property.

The palace, which has been
empty for some years, with only
a few of its rooms used for
meetings of local organisations,
has not been occupied by the
Bishop of Oxford since the late
Dr. T. B. Strong lived there.

There was scarcely anything
of value in the building. Only
one chair was brought out.
Some pictures had been re-
moved recently.

Mr. Bravington, who is Scout-
master, said that some Scout
equipment was stored in the
undamaged part of the building.

The palace was burnt down in
the Civil War when Charles I
had his headguarters in Oxford.
It was rebuilt by Bishop John
Fell.

Bishop's Plan

It was the intention of the

resent Bishop, Dr. Harry

arpenter, to live in the palace.
He considered that he would
then be at the geographical
centre of his diocese,

At a diocesan conference two
vears ago the Bishop said that

e would be content to live in
a parsonage of moderate size.
ut,” he said, “a Bishop has
responsibilities which could not

He. said then that there had
never been any question of
restoring the house at Cuddes-
don as it stood. A much smaller
house would have to be pro-
vided on the site, as a condition
of his going to live there.

Dr, Carpenter was not avail-
able to comment about the fire
today as he is attending the
Church Assembly in London.

 properly exercised in such a

eate ol

A view of the damaged west mﬁu
in which 11 rooms were gutted by fire on Tues
(Below) Firemen examine the charred roug
Investigations are now being carried out by fi
police in an attempt to discover the cause of
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MIND’ ON[
DON FIRE

detailed to patrol neighbouring
property. %

The Falace. which has been
empty for some years, with only
a few of its rooms used for
meetings of local organisations,
has not been occupied by the
Bishop of Oxford since the late
Dr. T. B, Strong lived there.
There was scarcely anything
of value in the building. Only
one chair was brought out.
Some pictures had been re-
moved recently.

Mr. Bravington, who is Scout-
master, said that some Scout
tlequipment was stored in the
jjundamaged part of the building.

The palace was burnt down in
the Civil War when Charles I
1|had his headguarters in Oxford.
1[It was rebuilt by Bishop John

Fell.
Bishop's Plan
.| It was the intention of the
.{present Bishop, Dr. Harry
arpenter, to live in the palace.
rlHe considered that he would
:i{then be at the geographical
jjcentre of his diocese,
At a diocesan conference two
vears ago the Bishop said that
he would be content to live in
a Bparsonage of moderate size.
£|" But,” he said, "a Bishop has
1|responsibilities which could not
properly exercised in such a

———— _—
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1 H;? said then that there had 4 ¥ . S S U
never been any question of A view of the damaged west wing of the Palace (above), . .

nirestoring the house at Cuddes- . ; N .

n{don a;‘}gt stood. A m:ch smaller 1N Whlcb. 11 rooms were gutted b_y fire on T uesday mght.

e owopid have to be Pro-  (Below) Firemen examine the charred rough timbers.

o s golng fo live there. vail.  Lnvestigations are now being carried out by firemen and

;_?c?é:ytoagﬂﬁznegt about the fire  police inv an attempt to discover the cause of the blaze.

Church Assembly in London. :
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CUDDESDON PALACE BLAZE IN GALE

: Cuddesdon Palace, photo=
] graphed today after the blaze
which gutted 11 rooms and
destroyed much of the roof
4 during the gale last night.

Cuddesdon Palace roof ablaze at the height of the fire.
- & AR iR e | 5




Cuddesdon Palace roof ablaze at the height of the fire.

Fire sweeps 11 rooms in

C

three on the first floor
floor.

last night, and today fire officers
lare trying g
of the outbrea
which was unoccupied.

“At its height, the fire was
blazing like a giant bunsen
burner,” said r. Timothy
White, chief officer, of the
Oxfordshire Fire Service.

Officers today tried to find the
reason for what is described as
an isolated pocket of fire they
found in a lavatory on the
Eroqnd floor. Old clothes were

lazing there, well away from
the main outbreak.

Mr. White said: “It may be
that when we have made a
thorough investigation we shall
find that the fire erept under
the floor boards and spread to
the clothes.

“There are all sorts of open-
ings running up through the
building."”

that lightning, which was in-
tense at times last night, had
started the fire. i

The firemen got the outbreak
under control in about two

A third of the roof of the Palace was completely
destroyed. The fire funnelled down to the ground
floor, burning out 11 rooms—five on the second floor,

Police were called to the blaze

er the cause|
k in_ the Palace,

He ruled out the pessibility|q

and three on the ground

hours, Th% used all the water
in the eological College
| sw g pool nearby and aj

well.

_ ® Ni ! ) °
unoccupied building
UDDESDON Palace, for three centuries the home of former
Bishops of Oxford, was severely damaged by fire last night

when the flames were fanned by a gale, but firemen were able to
confine the outbreak to part of the west wing.

This fire was quickly extin-
ished and a fire tender was
etailed to patrol neighbouring

progerty :

The palace, which has been
empty for some years, with only
a few of its rooms used for
meetings of local organisations,
has not been occupied by the
Bishop of Oxford since the late

There was scarcel anything

Mr, White said that had it not
been for that supply, the work
lof the firemen would have been
mucn harder. “The college
authorities agreed some time
ago to keep the swimming pool
filled at all times,” he added.

.Firemen are expected to stay
at the palace all day today and
may well have to spend two
days ensuring that there is no
possibility of a hidden pocket
of fire. :

Last night they worked with
floodlights of the Fire Service
lighting unit.

Seen by student

The fire was first seen soon
after 10 o'clock by Mr. Tim
Bravington, a student at the

ollege.

While he telephoned for the
fire brigade, other students ran
to remove cars~ and motor-
cvecles stored near the blazing
building. 5

Mr. Bravington said that he
first saw a light in one of the
upper windows. i o

“I had.to look a number of
times before I was sure that
th‘fdhuilding was on fire,” he
said.

Within a few minutes of the
fire being discovered a crowd
of students and villagers had
gathgred at the gates of the

urning palace.

‘ Blue flashes’

One _spectator reported seeing
blue flashes from the building

of value in the building. Only
one chair was brought out.
Some pictures had been re-
moved recently.

Mr. Bravington, who is Scout-
master, said that some Scout
equipment was stored in the
undamaged part of the building.
The palace was burnt down in
the Civil War when Charles I
had his headquarters in Oxford.
g uwas rebuilt by Bishop John
ell.

Dr. Carpenter’s plan

It was the intention of the]
resent Bishop, Dr. Ty
“arpenter, to live in tife palace.
He considered that he would
then be at the geographicalll
centre of his diocese. |
At a diocesan conference two|
ears ago the Bishop said that
e would be content to live in
a parsonage of moderate size,
“But," he said, “a Bishop has
responsibilities which could not
be properiy exercised in such a
house "
He said then tha
never been any |

restoring the house at Cuddes-|
don as ood. A much smaller
house would have to be pro-
vided on the site, as a condition

ere h

iof his éoing to live there.
‘Dr

arpenter was not avail-
lable to comment about the fire
today as he is attending the
Church Assembly in London.

at about the time the fire was

discovered.
Wheatley and Ozxford City
were the first brigades to arrive,

%ickly followed by Thame and
oodstock, Between 30 and 40
\firemen attended.

" The gale sent clouds of sparks
down, setting light to a rick.




FOR

ST. GILES?

BANQUETS
OF

| OXFORD

i BARBECUES

Telephone 56017

No. 9,248

- Oxtord

WEDNESDAY, SEI

S R e P e b v\.—.—‘_,‘“‘n-A e ko
o tf""‘;
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firemen were
seeking them

WMr. F. Culverwell, one of the
workmen demolishing Cud-

who awoke to
discover the firemen looking
for him and his companions.

FOR the second time this year Cuddesdon
Palace was on fire today.

The palace, for three centuries the
home of former Bishops of Oxford, is
unoccupied and is being demolished. It was
badly damaged by fire in February.

Workmen resumed demolitions in one
corner of the palace while the firemen

were still busy preventing the flames from
spreading.

Six workmen slept in a room there
unaware for some time that a search was
being made by firemen for them after the
outbreak had been discovered.

Firem hed rooms;
near the DUFBING PATE F theland il ent to the Palace

building but the wor .| Ba L i i
luckily. were bedded mw:m:"- ing, ® '¢aping from the build-

Interest in

room in the only part of the ‘emen took water
Palace which escaped. [S¥imming pool at :hfrg‘n?h?.f
One of them, Mr. Fred Cul-|But the jupply ran out after
verwell, awoke when he heard|™¥ had the blaze under control
a nomse outside their room. atd a tresh source was found in
AR underground tank in front of

*I thought it was somebody
scrumping the lead, so | went
out to have a look and found it

e college. -
. White said * This is one

- .
B [was the firemen i.onkh:l for us,"|°" e worst parts of the county
he said. L s 28 far as water supply is con-
u‘-nw seat of the fire was near Ceied. The Palace has always

e chapel. but fremen were|
the Palace which is not to be

pulled down. : i
The fire is believed to have
started near the chapel, close to

the west wing gutted by the I)uf»'i
futek 1 FeDruary. 1

able to save it—the only part oTy

bezn quite a problem for us,”

e cause of the fire is not

e kpown. Mr. White said he

was inciined to discount any
%_"-rr that it was due to arson.

llm:“ Palace. emipir and dere-
. has not r'

;517. Dr. T. B
ast ' .t

ong was the|

F Second fire this year at home of former B .'

CUDDESDON PALAG

ved in since

‘|can  esco

PASSAGE

4| FOR U.S.

HINESE Communist

artillery blasted the
Quemoy islands again to-|
day, but the fourth Ameri-|
convoy of]
supply ships, due.at the
hefea,guer -1slands today,

munist vessels,

A Nationalist Chinese spokes-
man said today the convoys had
come to a temporary. halt be-
cause of bad weather.
Rear - Admiral Liu ’!;loh-'hl

is reported to be meeting Polka, the five-year-old boxer §
no opposition from Com<f,rasi-in

dog helpless—
was locked up

'-HIEYES who-broke into the home of
T_—'-‘- . and Mrs. C. Haines, of Woodlands,
Lond#i Road, Headington, got away: with
£1,000 worth of jewellery it was disclosed
“today.’ ’ . : o
who might have. prevented the
was locked in the
kitchen~:when the intruders
forced an entry during daylight
¥ day Yy shing a win-
dow in the iounge at the rear
of the house.

sald the seas
were too rough for beaching]
llanding craft safely.

According to Nationalist in-
telligence reports, the Com-
lynunists have about 19 small
gunboats of the corvette type, 12
torpedo boats and 12 tank-
landing ships.

More than 4.000 shells fell on
the  Nationalists' cilshore

Mr. Haines is managing direc-
tor of H. Haines (Witney), Lid.,
|building material suppliers.
Mrs -Ruth Haines said today
that some of the jewellery was
hers. The rest belonged to u
friend who 'is staying at the
house,

With her friend, mother-in-
law and two children, Mrs
Haines left the house at 1145

str
ana dawn. £
Peking radio reported that
Ap. Wang Ping-Nan, Chinese
Communist Ambassador in War-
saw, had left Peking for Poland
after fve days of consultations
with his Government

1f agreement is reached on
the resumption of talks between
Communist China and the
United States at ambassudorial
level, Mr. Wang will meet Mr.
Jacob Beam, the United States
Ambassador in

ang radio attacked the United
ST.:stw again  teday for her
“ poliey -ol proJccatinng and
|biackmall * in the area of the
Formasa Strait.

NOT COMMITTED

MTOMY T 4 ATAL

. Menzi
Mini

rraw,
Meanwhile, the Soviet Prestithis thing. She is a good house

es. the Australian The jowellery wus laken [som
; id in Can-|'wo upstairs rooms. The ¢

icrease injrer 3

was partl  Cefourdshire poiiee

a.m, for a dav at Whipsnade Zoo
A cleaner left the house at noon

-Tore up pillow

{ Mrs. Haines said the gardener
had called =t about 5 pun., and
that she returned at 640 p.m.
“The first thing we usuall
do is to go in and see my dog.
she cxplained. " She had ripped | A
a pillow to pieces, It was ™=
on the fioor. all torn up. She poika—Ilocked in the Kitchen
must have been disturbed by during the theit.

ONE STICK
CCNTROLS
NEW CAR

1%
dog. " suid Mrs Haines.

“The thieves broke into Ihl.‘[
back .ounge window, amaalunl!
it anatlifing,the catch. |

* They-were in a tegfifie-Burry |
—tha. was prefty ohwvieus.”

rooms Were




