
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 10th NOVEMBER 2025 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday, 13th October 2025 at the 
MRCC commencing at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor S Dolby 

Councillor I Harrison (Chair) 
Councillor G Hobbs  

 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor A Luke 
 Councillor S Preston 
 Councillor M Talbot 
   
Also in attendance:   County Councillor Laughton and 2 members of the public 
 

NM072-26 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from District Councillor Mrs 
Saddington.   
 

NM073-26 Declarations of Interest 
It was agreed that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members 
as required during the meeting 
 

NM074-26 Minutes 
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday,  
8th September 2025 were accepted as a true and correct record. 

  

NM075-26 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.01pm to allow for the public session.  
 
No matters were raised so the meeting was immediately reconvened.   
 

NM076-26 To consider any matters that need to be raised with District Cllr Mrs Saddington 

 No report was presented as Cllr Mrs Saddington had given her apologies, however, 
Cllr Mrs Saddington had asked the Clerk to thank Members for their kind wishes 
following her recent accident.   
  

NM077-26 Newark & Sherwood District Council 

(a) To consider a response to a Consultation on Modifications to the Newark & 
Sherwood Amended Allocations & Development Management Plan Document 
Members noted the consultation but did not consider there was a requirement to 
comment.   

  

NM078-26 To consider any matters that need to be raised with County Councillor Laughton  
This item would be taken if and when Councillor Laughton arrived.   
  



 

  

NM079-26 Nottinghamshire County Council 

(a) There were no matters to consider.  

  

NM080-26 Planning 

(a) 22/01983/FULM – Land at Foxholes Farm, Bathley Lane - Construction of Solar farm 
with associated works, equipment and necessary infrastructure. 
Members noted the submission of additional documentation in relation to the solar 
farm.  The application, while impacting on Norwell, was located within Bathley 
Parish.   
 
New comments had been submitted by Via and other agencies. 
 
The Chair suggested that original concerns and those of Norwell Steering Group and 
Norwell Parish Council were supported by this Council.   
 
It was proposed by Councillor Hobbs, seconded by Councillor Hutchings, that the 
original concerns of Nottinghamshire County Council, Norwell Parish Council and the 
Steering Group, especially with regard to Vicarage Lane, be supported.  This was 
unanimously AGREED.   
 

(b) Decision Notice – 25/01268/S73 – Southview, Crab Lane, North Muskham – 
Application for Variation of Condition 2 to substitute approved plans with revised 
drawings attached to Planning Permission 23/01437/HOUSE; Demolish conservatory.  
Erect two storey and single storey extensions. 
Members noted the decision notice granting permission for the development as 
outlined.  
 

(c) Decision Notice - 25/01196/HOUSE – 14 Mackleys Lane, North Muskham – New 
single storey extension 
Members noted the decision notice granting permission for the development as 
outlined.  
 

(d) Decision Notice – 25/00395/FUL – Ashiana Restaurant & Hotel, Great North Road, 
North Muskham – New hotel room block, replacement and additional car parking.  
Relocation of flood lighting pole 
Members noted the decision notice granting permission for the development as 
outlined.  
 
Members were disappointed that no mention had been made, or the Parish Council’s 
comments acknowledged, in relation to car parking.   
 
The Chair proposed that representatives from the Parish Council should meet with 
the owner to seek co-operation in minimising the impact of traffic on the adjacent 
properties access.  This was seconded by Councillor Talbot and unanimously AGREED.  
 



 

(d) To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan and likely requirement for further 
funding 
Councillor Hobbs referred to the briefing note circulated to Members for information.   
 
Discussion took place around the lack of any alternative source of funding.  The Clerk 
had contacted Newark & Sherwood District Council who were due to consider a 
report on the matter in December.  It was AGREED that any consideration of further 
funding be deferred until a response was received from Newark & Sherwood District 
Council.   
 
Councillor Hobbs advised that the Group were working on a questionnaire to 
circulate to the village.  A sub-group would have a draft for the next meeting of the 
Steering Group.  A pilot of the electronic survey would be undertaken prior to wider 
circulation.  

  

NM078-26 
(cont) 

To consider any matters that need to be raised with County Councillor Laughton  
With the arrival of County Councillor Laughton, the Chair suspended the meeting at 
7.12pm for his report. 
 
Councillor Laughton advised that, in relation to Local Government Reform, a meeting 
would be held with the Leader of Nottingham City Council shortly.   
 
The Clerk referred to the District Council’s briefings on Local Government Reform 
arranged for 28th and 30th October 2025.   
 
Councillor Laughton advised that the resurfacing of the A1 roundabout had been 
listed as one of his priority areas.   
 
Reference was made to contact by a resident regarding an access issue at the north 
end of the village.  Officers of the Rights of Way team had met with the individual 
concerned and advised that they had to comply regulations and as long as they did 
they were entitled to do what they wanted to do.  Rights of Way team will monitor. 
 
Councillor Luke referred to recent accidents at the A1 slip road, southbound, and 
asked whether chevrons could be installed.   The Chair noted that this had been 
raised in the past, with National Highways loathe to make any changes.   After 
discussion, Councillor Laughton suggested that the Clerk liaise with the MP’s office to 
broker a site meeting with National Highways and Via.   
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 
7.19pm.  
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

NM081-26 Parish Council Matters 

 
(a) Allotments/Green Hub Report 

 

• To receive an update on vacant plots  
The Chair referred to a site meeting held on 12th October 2025.   

 
The Chair proposed that the Parish Council now pursue repair of the fence, 
clearance of all agreed plots, painting of the container and removal of tyres 
and any other items that should not be there.  One quotation had been 
received, a further quotation to be sought.  Delegated authority was given to 
authorise the work up to £2k.  If it was over the matter would be brought 
back to the Parish Council for consideration.   
 
The Allotment Sub-Committee will be told what has been agreed.   
 

(b) To note the Parish Council’s response to the GNR Solar Park Development Consent 
Order 
Members noted that the Parish Council’s response to the Development Consent 
Order had been submitted prior to the deadline of 2nd October 2025.   
 
The Clerk advised that ITV Central would be running an item on the solar park during 
week commencing 13th October.   The Chair and Vice-Chair would be reviewing the 
Statement of Common Ground in relation to JPAG once all submissions were known. 

  

NM082-26 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Play Area 

• To consider provision of a Youth Shelter & Bicycle Humps 
After discussion, it was AGREED that this item be deferred until the December 
meeting to allow for clarity around the position with Neighbourhood Plan 
funding. 
 

(b) To receive an update on the Cafe / Hub project 
The Chair referred to the open meeting held at the Chapel on 20th September.  
Solicitors for the Methodists had come back with a plan.  The Parish Council were 
now members of the Plunkett Foundation.  They had advised that a Community 
Benefit Scheme would be the most appropriate vehicle.   
 
The Chair referred to the briefing note circulated to Members in advance of the 
meeting.    
 
A meeting with Parish Council solicitors will be arranged when all information 
necessary to consider was received.  
 
 
 



 

(c) To receive an update on the Emergency Plan 
Councillor Hobbs referred to the briefing note circulated to Members.  
 
Nottinghamshire County Council had now accepted the Emergency Plan.   
 
A run through of the plan had been arranged for Sunday, 26th October between 
9.30am and 12 Noon.   
 
The Clerk and Councillor Hobbs to liaise in relation to the submission of an 
application to the District Council’s Flood Resilience Grant.  
 

(d) To note the increase in swimming in the River Trent and discuss options in relation to 
public awareness of the dangers involved 
After discussion, the Clerk was asked to liaise with the Canals & Rivers Trust on 
suitable wording that could be used on warning signs to deter swimming in the River 
Trent.   
 
Members noted the deteriorating condition of the clapper gates.  The Clerk referred 
to correspondence from the Canals & River Trust and a survey that had been 
commissioned on the gates, which were unique to the River Trent.  
 
After discussion, the Clerk was asked to liaise with the Canals & Rivers Trust to offer a 
contribution of £500 towards mending the gates, or determine whether the Parish 
Council could arrange for their repair.   
 

(e) To discuss issues in relation to speeding and consider ways to reinvigorate the 
Community Speedwatch 
The Clerk referred to a response from the Mobile Speed Camera Team in relation to 
suitable locations for speed monitoring.  The Gilberts Field access had been deemed 
unsuitable as it did not give the 150m clear vision required.  
 
The Clerk was asked to go back to the team to see if this could be reviewed, and to 
also suggest an area outside of the school as a potential location.  The Clerk was 
asked to stress the increase in speeding traffic and assistance in determining a 
suitable monitoring location would be appreciated.   
 

(f) To receive an update on the Newark Health Group 
Councillor Luke advised that the last meeting of the Health Group had been held on 
26th September.  A Clinical Director had been in attendance and shared useful 
information.  
 
There was a desire to do more in the community for dementia.  Councillor Luke had 
sourced someone who could talk to the community on dementia.  It was AGREED 
that Councilor Luke liaise with the MRCC to progress a community meeting to be held 
at the end of November/beginning of December.   
 
 



 

The self-referrals system for advice was also highlighted, with GP appointments now 
being available on the GP online forum.   
 
Councillor Luke advised that the request for unused equipment had been successful 
with a number of items returned for re-use.  
 
In relation to the defibrillator, Members noted that this just needed an electrical 
connection.  An electrical contractor was being sought.  
 

(g) To consider arranging ‘Muskham in Bloom’ in 2026 
Chair referred to briefing note circulated to Members.  
 
After discussion, it was AGREED that Councillor Luke would take the lead on behalf of 
the Parish Council.  Volunteers from the community would be required, and if not 
forthcoming the project would not progress.  It was further AGREED that a budget of 
£1,000 be made available should the project proceed.   
 

(h) To note the condition of the Clapper Gates and a response from the Canal & River 
Trust 
This item had been covered under Minute No NM082-26 (d). 

  

NM083-26 Highways 

(a) The Clerk was asked to follow up with the Wildlife Trust in relation to the adoption of 
the path at the rear of the reserve as a public right of way.  
 
The broken sign at Chapel Lane to be logged.   

  

NM084-26 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 The Chair referred to the accounts for payment.  It was AGREED unanimously that 
the following accounts be agreed for payment: 
 

• Clerk’s Wages – September – £333.60 

• PAYE – September - £83.40 

• Village Handyman – September – £263.10 

• Town-Planning – JPAG Consultancy - £2,791.50 
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
The following receipts were noted: 

• Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery - £98 

• Newark & Sherwood District Council – 2nd Half Precept - £9,441.50 

• Allotment Rent – Plot 10 - £66.41 
 

(c) Financial Report – to 30th September 2025 
Members noted the financial report as at 30th September 2025, with a balance of 
£62,048.92 across the Council’s accounts.  



 

(d) To receive details of the transfer of funds to the Community Reserve Account from 
the Current Account 
Members noted the Clerk’s report in relation to the transfer of funds to the 
Community Reserve Account from the Current Account.   
 

(e) To determine budget priorities for the financial year 2026-27 
The Clerk asked Members to consider any budget priorities they may have for the 
financial year 2026-27.   
 
The Clerk was asked to determine from the Village Handyman whether or not he was 
going to retire by April 2026.   
 

(f) To note changes to Assertion 10 for the 2025-26 AGAR 
The Clerk referred to changes that would come in for the 2025-26 audit.   Areas 
where the Parish Council needed to make changes would be brought to a future 
meeting.   

  

NM085-26 Notts Association of Local Councils 

(a) October Newsletter  
A copy of the newsletter had been circulated to Members for information.  

  

NM086-26 Correspondence 

 The Clerk referred to correspondence received in relation to the Willows, a copy of 
which had been circulated to Members in advance of the meeting.  Members noted 
that the County Council Rights of Way Team were satisfied that due process was 
being met and they had no issues with the current set up.  Members noted there had 
been no substantial changes from the landowner than had been presented at the 
April meeting.   
 

NM087-26 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 10th November 2025 
  

 
The meeting closed at 9pm.   
 


