Friends of Valley Gardens Annual Report 2022/2023

This year has seen significant changes with the Friends. Felicity and Graham Stephenson relocated from Scarborough, and this has led to changes in the way the Friends is organised. The Friends would like to take this opportunity to thank Felicity and Graham for their initiative in setting up the Friends in 2019 and for their commitment and hard work in establishing and making the Friends a significant volunteer group in Valley Gardens. 

With Felicity and Graham’s departure the committee decided not to have a chairperson but instead will continue with the secretary and treasurer as the two officers and members of the committee taking responsibility for work party and Friend’s initiatives.  

This year has also seen the welcome collaboration with the Parks and Gardens staff. They have responded quickly to our requests for various initiatives in the gardens including repairing damage to the urn in front of Londesborough lodge and the siting of a number of benches in strategic positions throughout the gardens. They have also provided paint and equipment for the Friends to paint the Victorian Bench. 

As volunteers we have continued the litter picking and tidying up of the gardens as well as three new initiatives – ‘the Peace Garden’ is being established and the Parks staff have located two benches there;. we have also liaised with North Yorkshire County Council to have a speed warning sign placed on Valley Road; and on May 8th 2023, the friends sourced and planted a ‘coronation tree’ - a Rowan – in the gardens.

Finally, over the last twelve months we have had 18 work parties representing 288 volunteer hours.
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