
[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 13th July 2015 at 7.30pm
IN THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH MANOR ROAD

Present 
Councillors: Cllrs J. Blackburn (Chair), B Edwards (V. Chair), M.Simmons, J. Clark, R Benoy, M. Fraser, and J. Moore.
 
Parish Clerk: S. Denne.

Also present: Cllrs Davis, Podbury and Huggett.

1. Apologies for absence –  Cllrs Britcher and Punyer

2. Declaration of Interests – None

3.    Declarations of Lobbying -None
4. Minutes of the meetings held on 8th June 2015 were agreed, and the Chairman signed them as a true record.
5. Session for County and Borough Councillors – Cllr Davis congratulated the members for their election and re-election. He said that he would like to see the problems with the MUGA resolved. Cllr Huggett said that she had noticed that the gates to the MUGA, padlocked by KCC, were now open. Cllr Podbury informed the members that the number one issue with residents in the Speldhurst Parish was now Aircraft Noise and pollution. Historically Highways had always been the main issue. She asked the members if they supported the RC&YP desire to build a sports pavilion where the Southwood Road changing rooms stand. Cllr Blackburn informed her that the PC had always supported the venture but were not able to help fund it. Cllr Podbury enquired about an overgrown hedge and Cllr Blackburn informed her that it had been reported to the Parks department. Cllrs Huggett and Podbury reminded the meeting that there next surgery would be on the 31st July at the Rusthall library.

6. Committee Reports:
 Allotment – A Committee meeting was held on 16th June 2015 draft minutes have been circulated. 

7. Fire Station – The Clerk informed the meeting that there was nothing to report other than the tender period had now closed and one company had informed her that they were unable to tender.
8.  Website – The Clerk informed the members that she had drawn up a draft requirement for the new website and that it was now with the web designers. 
9. HWCAAG – After much discussion it was resolved by 6/1 (Cllr Edwards voted against) to join the High Weald Councils Aviation Action Group at a cost of £150.

10. Grant – The RVA requested to be considered for a £95 grant towards the Rusthall Photographic competition.  Cllr Edwards proposed to offer the grant, it was agreed.

11. Maintenance of the grass triangle at Longmeads – The members were informed that KCC have agreed to maintain the triangle plot of land at Longmeads despite the owner of the land not being known. KCC will raise the crowns of the trees and remove self-seeded elder and shrubs thus enabling the cutting of the grass. They will also remove the rubbish. It is hoped that this will remove the problem of anti-social behaviour in the area. There is no plan to have the post box moved to a different location.

12. Chairman’s Report – i. Cllr Blackburn informed the members that she had written to One Stop with regard their deliveries and the possibility of a bike rack. She was also investigating who owns the land to the side of the pizza takeaway shop for a possible location for a bike rack. ii. The Thursday lunch club are desperate for volunteers. iii. The responsibility of the ‘dog bone’   white lines across peoples drives will be transferred to TWBC from KCC. These are not mandatory but if one is requested the cost is £100 to register, £100 to paint and £70 to repaint after ten years. iv. The full planning department is due to return to TWBC from Maidstone in April 2016. v. See TWBC website for the report on possible cycle route through Rusthall and a 20mph limit.vi. The Rusthall Community and Youth Project are seeking volunteers to help on a Tuesday and Thursday evening.

13. Clerk’s Report – The Clerk noticed that some Parish Cllrs disclosable forms were missing from the TWBC website. After enquiring to TWBC it was ascertained that they had been mislaid and therefore some Cllrs needed to resubmit their forms. The Clerk informed the members that she had received the draft audit report from the internal auditor and would shortly be sending it out to all Cllrs to read before putting it on the agenda for the next parish meeting. The Clerk informed the meeting that she had received information re the noise of planes arriving at Gatwick. Due to Sir John Major raising concerns, Gatwick has agreed to carry out an investigation into the problem. 

14.  Accounts for Payment – to authorise the payment of invoices as listed 
	
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
	 JULY 2015
	

	Payee Name
	Cheque Ref
	Amount Paid
	Transaction Detail

	G D Survey
	300200
	5400.00
	1st payment

	KALC
	300201
	100
	4X Training

	RIALTAS
	300202
	133.20
	Software RBS

	S Denne
	300203
	41.43
	Name Badge, Stamps, Proof of posting, Chair allowance.

	URC
	300204
	30.00
	Hire of Hall

	HMRC
	300205
	122.39
	Tax/ NI

	S Denne
	300206
	150.00
	Working from Home

	CLERK
	SO
	959.73
	 Salary June

	RATES
	DD
	340.00
	Fire Station

	EE
	DD
	30.48
	Mobile

	SOUTHERN WATER
	DD
	12.25
	Fire Station waste

	PWLB
	DD
	3388.65
	F/S Repayment

	C Patterson
	B/P
	426.72
	Grass and Shed

	Total Payments
	
	10,984.85
	

	
	
	
	







15. Open session for questions from the public: A member of the public enquired whether there was going to be any celebrations on the 9th September, to mark the Queen being the longest serving monarch. He was informed that celebrations were to be held in June 2016. It was asked if we could have one of the metal Weisbaden bikes and we will make enquiries. The members were informed that there was no update as yet to the request of crossings on the A264 and Major York’s Road. A member of the public asked whether it would be possible for KCC to kerb Lower Green Road as a point of safety. Clerk to speak to KCC Steward.  He then went on to say that he was disappointed that there was not much information on how the fire station project was progressing. How much it was costing and whether anyone had signed up to use it. He was informed that the tenders for the refurbishment had been sent out and work should start in August. It was hoped that the building would be open in November or December. Once the work was underway then marketing will take place. Town and Country were keen to use the building as is a keep fit class. Cllr Benoy informed the meeting that an Army unit had also shown some interest in holding their weekly meeting in the building.

16.  Items for Information – 
a) Cllr Blackburn informed the meeting that the village fete had been very successful.
b) Cllr Fraser informed the members that St Paul’s Primary School Children at Keystage 2 had done very well in the exam, 93% attaining level 4. The surplus play equipment originally given to the village warden had been distributed to the school, KCC Youth Team and the RCYP.
c) Cllr Blackburn informed the meeting that the KCC Youth Team would be at Southwood Road on a Thursday throughout the summer holidays for organised games.
d) Cllr Edwards informed the members that he was still chasing as to the location of the bracket for the Christmas lights that had disappeared when an old lamp post had been replaced. 
e) Cllr Edwards informed the members that the RCYP were to make a last ditch effort to TWBC with regards the plans to build a sports pavilion at Southwood Road. The RCYP are unable to obtain any funding from various sources until they can show that they will be given the lease for the land that the existing sports hall is on. TWBC appear to be reticent in giving written assurance that a lease will be given once funding has been acquired. This would not tie TWBC into giving RCYP a lease, it is just an expression of intent. Cllr Edwards would like the Parish Council to sign a letter written to TWBC requesting that they agree to RCYP request.  Letter to be drafted by Cllr Edwards and Cllrs to vote to sign it and reiterate their support for the Pavillion at the September parish Meeting.


The Meeting closed at 20.50
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