


SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 08th May 2017 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Councillors
C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), D Tucker, C Fowler and A Newman

8 members of the public

1.	Apologies for absence
Cllr’s Hole and Letten sent apologises.	
2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
There were none declared.
3.	Minutes of previous meeting 03rd April 2017
These were approved and signed and as a true record.
4.	Issues arising from the last meeting
No matters other than those on the agenda	
5.	Democratic discussion period
An update on the SSN Christmas fayre was requested. The Clerk confirmed he would contact the organizer and request an update.

Mrs Jo Cropp mentioned that the Spinney was getting somewhat overgrown and rubbish was beginning to pile up. Cllr Newman agreed to look into this matter with her.

Mr Phil Cox spoke next and stated that the new fence and gate were disappointing in the least. He said that the materials were poor, the gate not necessary and a rail was already loose. He continued by saying he was going to submit a complaint about the conduct of a member of the Parish Council towards his wife at the last meeting. 
The Chairman then replied. He said it was very regrettable the way the situation went and offered a sincere verbal apology to Mr Cox for his wife on this matter.

Mr Ian Tucker continued the fence theme. He reiterated the points made in his letter and requested that the whole issue be reassessed. The Chairman acknowledged his letter and points and stated this matter was to be discussed later on in the meeting.

Next it was asked if the petrol pump could be painted. The Chairman stated that this was privately owned and the owner should be approached.

Mr Ralph Jameson asked if the letter from Mr Terry Lovelock had been circulated. The Clerk stated it had not but that the salient points had been placed on the agenda for this month. Cllr Fowler requested that this correspondence be circulated.

6.	Update from the Chairman for information only
There were no issue from the Chairman
7.	Correspondence received for information only
There was no further correspondence other than that mention or on the agenda.
8.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors

9.	To receive a report on the planning matters in the parish and to agree action in response to the new applications

The following application was discussed and supported:
000763	28 High Street			Erect single storey free standing garden room (Full)

The following application was discussed and comments provided:
000990	Birches, Church Lane		Erect single storey rear extension. Remove all existing 						timber cladding, face over the existing external walls 						with a smooth faced sand: cement render finished with 						masonry paint. (Full)

The full comments can be read on Dorset For You.

10.	To receive a report on the condition of the footpaths and other environmental matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Cllr Tucker mentioned that one of the fingerposts required restoration. The Clerk said he would forward all relevant documentation onto her. She then spoke on the conditions of some of the fences and gates along with missing markers. The Clerk confirmed he would request some discs and that any RoW can be reported vis Dorset For You.

Mr Graham Durack was pleased to say that 2 pallets (120 bags) of filled sand bags had been delivered. The Chairman thanked him very much and stated this would ensure a very quick response to any potential flooding issues in the future/

11.	To receive a report on Highways matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

It was stated that the manhole cover in 3 acres was very high. The Clerk would report this via Dorset For You.

12.	To receive a report on Play park matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Cllr Fowler stated that a few of the zip wire planks were starting to bow and that the gate was loose on entry to the play park. Cllr Clegg said he would look into this matter.

13.	Finance

The Clerk requested that the accounts for FY 16/17 were approved subject to audit.
This was unanimously agreed.

	a.	Bank balances (summary for 2017/18 attached)
	b.	Invoices and receipts
	c.	Cheques for authorization and approval
The following cheques were authorized for payment:
	C Birch
	578
	52.00

	DAPTC
	579
	60.00

	M Fountain
	580
	90.00

	Lyons Gate Gardening
	581
	50.00

	Came and Company
	582
	339.69

	Wayne Lewin
	583
	137.09

	HMRC
	584
	37.50

	T Jameson
	585
	23.50

	Sydling St Nicholas VH
	586
	10.00



Finally, the Clerk stated there was an unpresented cheque from 2015 on the accounts. He requested this be cancelled and represented. All were in agreement.

14.	To discuss dog fouling within the village and to agree action and response to the issues
The Clerk has distributed an email from Mr Mike Haines of the Dorset Waste Partnership. In view of this correspondence the Council were all in favour of having installed one new all-purpose bin, to be emptied as needed to be trialed for a year to establish if this makes any difference. The Clerk agreed to forward the details on to Cllr’s Davies and Tucker who were too led on this matter.

15.	To discuss the completed works on the village green and if it is fit for purpose

The Chairman, for transparency reasons, recited the history of the fence and gate. He concluded by stated it was installed for health and safety reasons to avoid children running out into the road. It was agreed that the fence and gate were fit for purchase and the monies spent represented at this point value for money. However, it was also agreed that the kissing gate was impractical and must be replaced with a swing gate and the fence be totally reviewed at the next meeting. All again were in agreement.

16.	To discuss funding for internet access for the village hall
It was discussed if the Parish Council wished to contribute to towards internet access for the village hall. It was agreed that this would not be a good use of public money. However, it was noted that if the village hall opened up and allowed public access for the form of a hub then the Parish Council would review this matter.

17.	To discuss the concept of forming a Neighborhood Plan. 
The Parish Council agreed that it would fully support any individual who wished to form a working group for a Neighborhood Plan. Nobody has yet come forward.

18.	To discuss any other items from the village meeting 
Mr Terry Lovelock had asked how the Parish Council, in light of the potential additional duties coming Parish Councils way, would ensure they are current and competent. By way of reply, the Chairman stated that all Councillors would try and undertake a period of formal training with the year.

19.	To discuss the request from the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance to use the village green as a potential landing spot.

Dorset and Somerset air ambulance had taken delivery of a new helicopter. It had been requested by a Mr Roger Collins, that the Parish Council gave permission for the service to use the village green as a landing site.
The Parish Council were in favour of the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance conducting a recce and ascertaining the suitability of the village green to be used in the future as a potential landing site for the air ambulance. 



20. 	Items for the next meeting
The following were agreed for the next agenda:
Review of the fence on the village green.
Works on the Spinney.
Further update on dog fouling in the village.
21.	Date of next meeting	

The next meeting was agreed as a full council meeting on 05th June2017.
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 2040 hours. 
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