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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Monday 2nd September 2019 at 7.00pm in Westwell Parish Hall
1. Open Forum                                     

No matters were raised.  
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-chairman), Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllr Mrs Richards, Cllr Mrs Wyatt,  Cllrs Bartlett, Butcher, Hutchinson and Lister, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Cllr Krause (ward member) attended.  
3. Declaration of Interests 

Cllr Mrs Drury:  item 9.7 Lorry Parking (Voluntary Declaration).
4. Borough Councillor’s report
Cllr Krause advised that he had little to report, due to a lack of business conducted at the borough council during August.  KCC has released its programme of roadworks for 2020/21; no works are planned for Westwell.
The Chairman noted that broadband provision would be discussed later in the meeting, following a quote from BT Openreach for the two areas in the parish lacking in provision:  fibre to the premises (tbc) of approx £70,000 in total for these areas.  Approx 15 properties would qualify for the KCC grant of £1800, but the Chairman acknowledged that a greater number would benefit from the upgrade; a meeting will be sought with Cllr Krause re funding for the scheme.  Cllr Krause stated that this was an infrastructure project that may qualify for funding from an Infrastructure Fund being set up by the borough council, noting that fast broadband is now a necessity; he will approach officers and the Leader re the fund.
Cllr Bartlett sought an explanation for the ‘paths’ being installed in the borough roundabouts.  The Chairman replied that these were to enable parking of grounds maintenance contractors’ vehicles when working on the roundabouts, for staff safety.  Cllr Krause stated that they also avoided the necessity to close a lane on the road.  The value for money of the scheme (said to be around £35000 for each roundabout) was queried, but it was noted that it increased operatives’ safety and reduced working times.

5. Minutes and Matters Arising

5.1   Minutes of 1st July and 23rd July 2019
Resolved:

That that the Minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 1st July and 23rd July 2019 be approved and confirmed as true records.
5.2   Matters Arising of 1st July
5.2.1    Parish Council email account:  The Clerk advised that advice and help had been sought from other Parish Councils which had such accounts, but none had been forthcoming because the accounts had been set up by Clerks who had now stepped down.  The Clerk suggested that a generic Gmail account be set up, but Cllr Ms Farrington felt that such an account may not comply with the GDPR.  Advice will be sought from the borough council’s Data Protection Officer and KALC.  To be further discussed at the next meeting.
5.2.2  Garden of Remembrance hedge:  The Vice-chairman noted that this should be added to the list of ‘Works to which the Parish Council is committed’.  Cllr Hutchinson advised that laurel had been proposed because of the soil conditions and lack of water, as an alternative to box due to concerns previously expressed of box blight.  It was felt that laurel is too fast-growing.  Cllr Mrs Wyatt suggested a sensory hedge of rosemary or lavender, or box holly [Ilex crenata]; Cllr Ms Farrington agreed with the latter.  Cllr Hutchinson was asked to bring a quote for a hedge of Ilex crenata to the next meeting.  The Chairman noted the need to define the boundary to the rear.
5.2.3  Potters Corner 30mph speed limit sign:  Cllr Bartlett advised that the sign had been obscured by hedge growth; this has now been cut back after a meeting with the landowner, who will ensure that it is maintained.
5.2.4   Bus stop on the A20 near Watery Lane:  Cllr Bartlett reported that this has been replaced.
6. Planning matters
6.1  Planning applications received
No applications have been received.
6.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda  
No applications have been received.
6.3 Other planning matters

The Chairman advised that decisions are awaited on planning applications for the Sandyhurst Lane sandpit site, Lenacre Street and Court Lodge.  

Houses at The Wheel Inn, discharge on conditions: The Vice-chairman is to contact Baxter Homes to ascertain if all of the conditions have been met.  The telegraph pole has yet to be moved but this is not delaying building works, which will recommence in September.
6.4  Ratification of the Parish Council’s submission to the Planning Inspectorate for The Old Forge appeal and comments to ABC on 19/00943/AS Bridgewood Farm

The Parish Council’s submission to the Planning Inspectorate for The Old Forge appeal and comments to the borough council on planning application 19/00943/AS Bridgewood Farm had been circulated.  It was proposed that these be ratified.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council’s submission to the Planning Inspectorate for The Old Forge appeal and comments to the borough council on 19/00943/AS Bridgewood Farm be ratified.
7. Financial report

7.1  Progress against Budget to date    The Excel file had been circulated; the playing field safety inspection fee is to be added.  
7.2  Payments in accordance with the Budget
Resolved: 

That the following payments be agreed in accordance with the Budget.
	Payments
	£

	Playsafety Ltd (playing field annual safety inspection – fee)
	145.20

	S Wood (salary July)
	518.71  

	S Wood (salary Aug)
	    518.71

	S Wood (expenses [stamps 7.32] & allowances[home 11.31 + computer 42.57] ) 
	61.20

	CPRE (subscription)
	36.00


	Receipts
	£

	Lloyds Bank interest
	1.30

	Smeeth Parish Council (training reimbursement)
	12.00

	Brabourne Parish Council (training reimbursement)
	12.00

	Cemetery fees
	850.00


                Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £ 36007.69
Balance (No 2 account):  £  4580.11
7.3  Works to which the Parish Council is committed
Repairs to the hall access track:  Bartholomew Ltd has quoted £350 + VAT for moving the container (to be paid by the Westwell Players); care will be needed to avoid the overhead power and phone lines.  Confirmation is awaited that the container has been emptied.  When the container is in place the area will be landscaped and the soakaways put in on the access track.
Pedestrian access to the playing field:  It was thought that the verge was owned by the Horne family, given their ownership of the trees on Gold Hill and land at the entrance to the hall access track, but evidence of ownership has not been found despite land searches.  Safety concerns have been addressed because a safety audit will be carried out.  Frank Dwyer is liaising with KCC and drawing up plans.
Parish Council noticeboard outside The Old Vicarage:  Kingsland Carpentry will be asked to quote for a like-for-like replacement with incorporation of the existing decoration, if sound. 
Additional Parish Council noticeboard in Sandyhurst Lane:  Cllr Bartlett advised that the Sandyhurst Lane Residents’ Association welcomed the proposal for the noticeboard.  The Chairman suggested that it be sited in Hoads Wood Gardens behind the Millennium bench – it would then be visible from Sandyhurst Lane and would remind residents of their connection with Westwell parish.  The Clerk advised that the proposed location is on land maintained by the borough council, responsibility for which was not transferred after the parish boundary change.  The borough council’s permission will be sought to put in the noticeboard.
Bin on the playing field:  The Vice-chairman advised that the old bin has been removed and proposed that it be replaced by a basket-type bin with no lid, to prevent it be used as a jumping-off point.  Cllr Ms Farrington reported that the playing field safety inspector had stated that bins should be sited more than 2m away from seating areas to avoid a wasp hazard.  The Chairman countered that bins should be sited nearby so as to encourage their use.
Playing field safety inspection:  Cllr Ms Farrington will summarise works needed; the Clerk will request a quote from ‘Everything Outside’.
7.4  Eye financial report  The balance in the Eye account is £6429.20.  Cllr Bartlett stated that The Hare and Hounds pub wishes to place an advertisement in the magazine.  The Chairman noted that the reserves are thought sufficient to meet interim running costs which might be necessary were the editor to step down.
8. Clerk’s report 

8.1  Correspondence:  

8.1.1  Request from Miss Lister for a bus service in the village:  Additional information re times and frequency is needed, therefore a meeting will be arranged with Miss Lister and anyone else she thinks would be interetsed; occasional use might be met by the Kent Karrier.  The number of passengers carried by a bus route through Westwell would be increased if it also ran along Sandyhurst Lane.  Details of the Rolvenden Rocket and Woodchurch Wagon will be sought at the next KALC meeting.  
8.1.2  Brochure for permanent static outdoor table tennis table:  Agenda item for the next meeting.
8.2  Clerk’s training  The Clerk will attend a KALC workshop on the website accessibility regulations. [Post-meeting note:  There are indications that KCC will be charging an annual fee of £1200 for hosting the website.  Agenda item for the next meeting.]
8.3  GDPR  No issues have been raised.
9. Reports from Parish representatives
9.1 KALC  The Chairman congratulated Cllr Bartlett on his election to the KALC Executive as one of the two representatives from the Ashford Area Committee, the other being Jeremy Smith (Wittersham).  
Cllr Bartlett reported on the July Area Committee meeting, at which Ashford Police reported continuing investment with increased policing in the town centre.  Incidents of antisocial behaviour in Charing were reported by Mrs Leyland; these are logged by the Police.  Cllr Bartlett suggested that a report from the PCSO be added to the agenda, noting that the latest report did not appear to include all crimes when compared to the crime statistics.  He expressed concerns that the statistics included two incidents of alleged sexual assault on the playing field (the location being identified from the accompanying OS grid reference).  Cllr Bartlett to investigate the data further, given that the Parish Council has no knowledge of any such incidents, and details will be forwarded to Ashford Police for comment.   The Chairman noted that the location could be wrong, and may refer to crimes in a private dwelling, details of which would then be confidential.  
Cllr Neil Bell (ABC) gave a presentation on building relationships between the borough and parish councils, possibly by reinstating the Parish Forum in some form.

Executive meeting:  Cllr Bartlett reported that some boroughs are building relationships between the parishes and JTBs [Joint Transportation Board, which reports on, eg lorry issues, J10A, the railway station], with parish representatives having voting rights.  It was noted that the parish representative on the Ashford JTB (Keith Ashby) does not have voting rights; Cllr Bartlett will recommend that KALC lobbies for voting rights.  The Chairman advised that she is not a member of the JTB but can attend and request to speak on relevant issues.
9.2 ACRK   Cllr Butcher reported that a Management Committee meeting was held on September 2nd, at which all committee members accepted an invitation to join Cllr Butcher and Richard King on the board as directors.  The charity will be wound up later in the year after the final management committee meeting (note that this will not be a board meeting).  The budget has been revised for the audit and cash flow problems noted, because projects are funded in arrears.  Upcoming projects will put ACRK on a sound financial footing.  Keith Harrison is the CEO of the company.
A new newsletter is being produced.

The Chairman asked if ACRK could help with Miss Lister’s request.  Cllr Butcher replied that lack of public transport counts as rural deprivation; this is in the remit of ACRK and he will raise it.
9.3 Highways   Potholes in Amber Leaze will be reported.  The 50mph speed restriction signs have not yet been put up on the A20, the Clerk to follow-up with Lisa Willoughby (KCC Highways), copy to Hothfield Parish Council which initiated the project. 
9.4 Tree Warden   A fallen tree on Gold Hill was dealt with promptly by KCC.  Notification of works to trees in the churchyard has been submitted to the borough council, because the trees are in a Conservation Area; the PCC has also been notified.  Cllr Ms Farrington is hoping to attend a training course for Tree Wardens.  The next 5-yearly assessment of the sycamore on the Church Green is due in 2020.
9.5 Parish Hall Management Committee The Committee meets later in the month.  The pictures and soundproofing have been well received.  Cllr Mrs Wyatt asked that the footpath map be rehung; the Vice-chairman (Chairman of the Hall Committee) advised that there was little support for this on the Hall Committee.  Cllr Bartlett suggested that the map be mounted and hung on the outside wall where it will be of use to passers-by; this was agreed and will be followed-up.
9.6 Playing Field and Young Persons’ Association   A meeting is to be arranged to seek the Association’s views on amalgamation with the Hall Committee.  Cllr Mrs Wyatt noted that this could also be gauged by email or face-to-face for those not on email.
9.7 Lorry parking   The overnight lorry parking ban is now permanent.  The Chairman reported that the lorry park at Waterbrook is well established and well used. It will also be one of HMRC’s document checking points for incoming and outgoing freight without the correct documents after October 31st. 200 spaces have been reserved for this by HMRC  out of the 600 available at Waterbrook .
9.8 Broadband provision  See item 4.
9.9 Asset register   See 7.3.  The notes will be circulated.
10. Suggested dates for meetings in 2020

The Clerk tabled the following dates:  6th January, 2nd March, 23rd March (Annual Parish Meeting), 4th May [post-meeting note:  the early May bank holiday has been put back to 8th May for the VE anniversary commemoration], 6th July, 7th September, 2nd November.  Councillors were asked to check their availability.
11. Any other business
11.1  Harvest Supper and Auction of Promises:  to be held on Saturday 19th October.  Cllr Mrs Richards sought offers of help with preparation of the supper and promises for the auction.
11.2   In answer to a question from Cllr Bartlett, the Chairman replied that cemetery fees were reviewed at the meeting on 23rd July.

11.3   Summer fete:  the Chairman reported net takings on the day of £4087, rising to £4649 with donations.  After costs approx £4000 will remain to be distributed to St Mary’s church (including to the loo project);  the parish hall and playing field (possibly for the table tennis table); the charity colloquially known as ‘cuddle cots’.  The Chairman was thanked for her efforts organising the fete.  There had been comments regarding the lack of a beer tent, this will be reconsidered for 2020.
11.4   Playing field planters:  Hayley Empett was thanked for replanting and watering the planters on the south side of the hall.
12. Date for next meeting
4th November 2019.
The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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