BETLEY, BALTERLEY AND WRINEHILL PARISH COUNCIL
EXTRAORDINARY MEETING

25th June 2025
Commenced: 7.30 pm Terminated: 8.35 pm

Present: Councillor Bettley-Smith (Chair)
Councillors Berrisford, Bullock, Hales, Owen and Watkin.

There were 11 Members of the Public in attendance

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Daly, Ecclestone, Head, Karling and Speed.

(Councillor Speed didn’t attend as the substantive part of the Agenda was in relation to the sale of
his land).

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Berrisford declared an interest in Item 4 — Sale of Playing Field, as she owned
neighbouring boundary land. The Parish Council agreed a dispensation to remain in the meeting
during consideration of the item.

3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the proceedings of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 29" May 2025 were
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4. SALE OF PLAYING FIELD

The Chair explained that the owner of the playing field, Councillor Speed, was selling three blocks
of land, which included the village football field, which was a piece of agricultural land, being
described in Barbers Rural sales literature, as "Lot 3 5.52 acres (2.23Ha) all in grass, ideal for
grazing livestock”.

A local football club utilised part of the field as a football pitch, although there was no formal lease
in place, and this was merely a mutual agreement between the landowner and the club. There
was also a right of way over the land, to allow the owners of a neighbouring property, access to
their rear garden.

The Chair further explained that the land was described as a football pitch in the Neighbourhood
Plan, and within the Plan, the area was listed as an Asset of Community Value. The
Neighbourhood Plan specifically identified that the Parish Council should seek to retain any Assets
of Community Value, which might be at risk of sale, by acquisition for the benefit of the community.
The Chair added that on this basis, it was appropriate for the Parish Council to consider the
purchase of the land. However, whilst Lot 3 was described as being of wider public interest in the
Neighbourhood Plan, the two remaining lots were not in the wider public interest, were not included
in the Neighbourhood Plan, and would therefore not be appropriate purchases for the Parish
Council.

A detailed discussion took place on the implications of such a large project, including total costs
(including legal fees and stamp duty); any regulations; additional maintenance costs. As the
Parish Council didn’t have all information available, the Chair suggested that the Members should
consider whether, in the first instance, to investigate the possibility of the Parish Council
purchasing the football field.

RESOLVED
(i) That the Parish Council explores the feasibility of the purchase of the land (Lot 3),
detailed above;



(i) That the Chair be authorised to hold preliminary discussions with the landowner, to
obtain further information;

(iii)  That authorisation be given to Councillor Bullock to make contact with Audlem
Parish Council, with a view to discussing the finer details of their recent land

purchase in case this would be instructive;

(iv)  That the Chair be authorised to continue a dialogue with Staffordshire County
Council at a political level, in relation to exploring fund raising opportunities.

5. PARISH COUNCIL APPOINTMENT TO RURAL RUNABOUT

RESOLVED

That Councillor Owen be appointed as the Parish Council’s representative to the Rural

Runabout.

6. BUDGET AND FINANCE 2025-2026
The Parish Council considered a report of the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer on the

following matters:-

(i) Applications for Financial Assistance
There were no applications for financial assistance

(i) CO-OP Bank Transfer to Unity Trust Bank

There was no requirement to transfer monies from the Co-op Bank to the Unity Trust Bank

Account.

(iii) Transactions — Unity Trust Bank

RESOLVED

That the following transactions in the Unity Trust Bank, be approved:-
PAYEE/PAYER DETAILS RECEIPTS | PAYMENTS
T W Heler Fencing at Sandy Croft £780.00
M Clough May Salary £446.83
HMRC PAYE/NI £137.92
Staffordshire Pensions | May Contributions £160.20
Unity Trust Bank Monthly Service Charge £6.00
Internal Transfer Transfer from Co-op £2,000.00
Luke Rimmer Maintenance, compost and bedding plants £1,200.00

(iv) Transactions — CO-OP Bank

RESOLVED

That the following transfer, approved at the last meeting of the Parish Council on 29" May

2025, which was transacted on 3™ June 2025, be noted:-

PAYEE/PAYER DETAILS RECEIPTS PAYMENTS
Internal Transfer Transfer to Unity £2.000.00

(v) Payment of Invoices and Reimbursements

RESOLVED

That the following forthcoming payments, be approved:-
M Clough June 2025 Salary £447.03
HMRC June 2025 PAYE & NI (111.60 & £26.12) £137.72
Staffordshire Pension June 2025 Pension £166.12
Luke Rimmer Invoice not yet received Within Budget
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(vi) Budget Expenditure to 15" June 2025 — Unity Trust Bank
RESOLVED
That the following Budget Head expenditure to 15" June 2025, be approved:-

Budget Head Total Budget Allocated £ Difference
Salary £783.48 £7,558.00 £6,774.52
Income Tax/National Insurance £275.64 £384.00 £108.36
Pension £332.24 £1,784.00 £1,451.76
Insurance £0.00 £975.00 £975.00
Audit Fees External £0.00 £937.50 £937.50
Audit Fees Internal £262.50 £262.50 £0.00
Venue Hire £91.00 £450.00 £359.00
Subscriptions £342.32 £350.00 £7.68
Website £0.00 £150.00 £150.00
Emails £0.00 £150.00 £150.00
Information Commissioner £0.00 £35.00 £35.00
Stationery £46.21 £50.00 £3.79
Payroll Services £344.40 £625.00 £280.60
Mileage £0.00 £150.00 £150.00
Footpaths £0.00 £2,500.00 £2,500.00
Grants £0.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00
Sandy Croft £780.00 £1,100.00 £320.00
Memorial Garden £238.90 £3,500.00 £3,261.10
Chair's Expenses £0.00 £250.00 £250.00
Unity Trust Bank Fees £12.00 £100.00 £88.00
£3,508.69 £22,211.00 £18,702.31

(vii) Explanation of Variances
The Clerk advised that there were no variances to report.

(viii) Bank Reconciliation as at 15" June 2025
Further to incorrect information reported in a local blog, the Clerk highlighted the following:-
e The Parish Council’s £8,000 reserve, as detailed on the Bank Reconciliation;
e The possible cost of a by-election, considered by the Parish Council, was as a result of a
costing received from the Borough Council.

Members considered that the ongoing inaccurate statements being published in the blog, were of a
libelous nature, and intended to discredit not only the Parish Council, but also individuals.

RESOLVED

(a) That the Clerk makes provisional enquiries into the possibility of taking legal action
for libel, against the author of the blog, together with the costs involved;

(b) That the following Bank Reconciliation for Co-op Bank and Unity Trust Bank as at
15" June 2025, be approved:-
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Bank Reconciliation 15th June 2025

BETLEY BALTERLEY AND WRINEHILL PARISH COUNCIL

Financial year ending 31 March 2025

Prepared by: Muna Clough, Parish Clerk & RFO

Balance per bank statements as at

£

Current Account UNITY (20500409) - 31st May 2025

£1,747.19

Reserve Account CO-OP (49148300) - 4th June 2025 (£8,000 to be retained as a
Reserve)

£41,156.25

Less: any unpresented cheques/payments

Current Account UNITY (20500409)

Reserve Account CO-OP (49148300)

Add: any unbanked cash - Unity

£2,000.00

Add: any unbanked cash - CO-OP

Net bank balances as at 15th June 2025

£44,903.44

The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account)
for the year, as follows

CASH BOOK

Opening Balance

Unity Trust Bank @ 1st April 2025

£5,016.90

Co-op Bank @ 1st April 2025

£20,965.25

Add: Receipts in the year

Unity Trust Bank

£238.98

Co-op Bank

£22,191.00

Less: Payments in the year

Unity Trust Bank

£3,508.69

Co-op Bank

Closing balance per cash book [receipts and payments book] must equal net
bank balances above

£44,903.44

(ix) Bank Statements
RESOLVED
That the following bank statements, be approved:-

Unity Trust Bank Statement - 31t May 2025
CO-OP Bank Statement - 4" June 2025
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7. PLANNING MATTERS
Councillor Watkin explained the details of the following planning application:-

Application Ref No: 25/00410/FUL
Proposal: Proposed dormer extension & second storey side extension
Location: Wayside Main Road Betley

RESOLVED
That the Parish Council raises no objections to this application. (For the purpose of the
Minutes, this decision was unanimous).

8. URGENT ITEMS
The Chair reported that there were no items that required consideration as a matter of urgency.
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