
Caythorpe Parish Council

The monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held remotely using Webex on Tuesday 16 June 2020
at 6.30pm.

AGENDA ITEMS
20/85    Attendees:  Councillors Julia Cons, Peter Duff, Pia Parry, Andrew Ravenscroft, Chris Boon 
and Paul King. Other attendees: Kathryn Price (Clerk), District Councillor Roger Jackson (from 
7.15pm) No members of the public.
20/86 Apologies: None
20/87 Declarations of interest from members on any items on the agenda: Cllr Ravenscroft 
declared an interest in an outstanding planning application for his property, discussed at a previous 
meeting and awaiting a decision from Newark and Sherwood District Council.   
20/88 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 19 May 2020
Council unanimously resolved to agree to accept the minutes as a true and accurate record of
Meeting.    
20/89 Time allocated for Public Participation:  No members of the public present.

Reports
20/90 Update from District Councillor Roger Jackson:  Cllr Jackson advised that NSDC and NCC 
were gradually getting back to more normal levels of work after the Covid-19 lockdown and thus 
councillors could expect that outstanding matters on the agenda that require their attention would 
begin to be attended to in due course. 
The Parish Council urged that work to repair the road surfaces near Brackenhill and outside the Old 
Volunteer be carried out with urgency due to the danger posed to, and the increased number of, 
cyclists through the village. Cllr Jackson agreed to continue to try to expedite the work.

As non-essential shops begin to open, King Street in Southwell will be closed to traffic to aid social 
distancing.
<Action> clerk to request press release for the Parish Council website and the village Facebook group

 Update on proposed car parking for Lowdham station:  Discussions are ongoing to try to 
progress the provision of car parking for circa 20 cars at Lowdham Railway Station 

20/91 Report from flood warden: Nothing to report.
 Update on work to clear the Dover Beck between Caythorpe and Lowdham Mill: This work has

been completed.

20/92    Report from neighbourhood watch: Nothing to report.

20/93    Update from 75th Anniversary VE Day Celebrations Working Group: Feedback on the 
alternative event which grew organically when the official celebratory event could not take place has



been positive. The working group anticipate that something formal can be arranged when possible, 
but with little insight into when it might be possible, nothing is currently being organised.

 Status of village census: 60 completed censuses have been returned. Given the unusual 
circumstances, the fact that over half of all households have taken part so far is positive. While 
a small number of residents have expressed concern about sharing information with the village, 
the majority of those who haven’t yet completed and returned their copies have been positive 
about this fun idea to create a record of village life for posterity. It is hoped that the majority of 
households will complete the census, even if they leave some questions blank. All information 
will remain anonymous.
The intention is to create a booklet about Caythorpe in 2020 from the information, which may 
be of additional interest given the current situation.

<Action> Cllr Ravenscroft to send Cllr Cons a digital copy of the census, which Cllr Cons will post on 
Facebook

20/94    Update on Community Speed Watch: 
Community Speed Watch (CSW) is a national initiative where active members of local communities 
join with the support of the Police to monitor speeds of vehicles using speed detection devices. 
Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are referred to the police with the aim of educating drivers to 
reduce their speeds. In cases where education is blatantly ignored and evidence of repeat or 
excessive offences is collated (even across county borders), enforcement and prosecution follow. 

Speeding traffic has been an increased problem during the lockdown, especially in the evenings and 
at weekends, resulting in reports to the Parish Council and the police. With the relaxation of Covid-
19 restrictions it should be possible to recommence the Community Speed Watch initiative. 
However, more volunteers are required if the initiative is to be effective. It is hoped that villagers 
that are concerned about speeding traffic and can spare a few hours occasionally will contact the 
clerk, who can arrange a short training session.
<Action> Cllr Parry to order PPE and hi viz jackets

20/95 Report on the Covid-19 Community Response:  Cllr Cons reported that a fourth update has 
gone out to all households to ensure that everyone in the village has easy access to volunteers’ 
contact details. 

Tom Brown’s community meals have now stopped. Smith & Partners have produced cottage pies for 
the same group of shielded villagers – they were very well received. This week they are doing 
chicken and leek crumble, and another villager is baking a cold dessert. The Parish Council had 
agreed to match fund these meals. Unfortunately, Gonalston Farm Shop did not agree to help 
support the initiative. However, Smith & Partners have confirmed they are able to fund this initiative
completely as well as undertaking preparation.

The villager who is making washable face masks free of charge for villagers has confirmed that she 
has supplied around 25 so far. A push for donations via Facebook and the letter to villagers has 
resulted in increased donations to the Covid-19 community fund, to the tune of £100 so far. This is 
not Parish Council money but is reported here as means of ensuring transparency. Cllr Cons has 
given all cash donations to Cllr King for safe keeping with a breakdown of the individual 
contributions and will do the same with future donations.

Cllr Cons introduced the suggestion that if the village show is cancelled, some kind of ‘sharing event’ 
could take its place, whereby cakes, preserves etc that would otherwise have been entered into the 
show might still be baked and prepared, then distributed throughout the village to all households.



Cllr Parry thanked Cllr Cons for her open invitation to villagers to join her in her garden for a socially 
distanced drink and a chat, following whichever guidelines are appropriate at the time.
<Action> Cllr Cons to check the intentions of the Village Hall Committee regarding the village show

Upkeep of highways/village facilities 
20/96   To discuss NCC’s responses to various Parish Council enquiries about highway 
maintenance:

 Road surface repairs at various points, including but not limited to Hoveringham Road and 
its junction with Brackenhill, and the bend outside the Old Volunteer: Cllr Jackson agreed 
to continue to try to expedite the work, stressing the danger to road users at the junction 
with Brackenhill and outside the Old Volunteer.

 Ponding in the road outside the village hall: Cllr Jackson agreed to continue to try to 
expedite the work.

 Overgrown and damaged footpath from Brackenhill to Huggly House: Cllr Jackson agreed 
to continue to try to expedite the work.

 Damaged highway verges between Brackenhill and Huggly House: Cllr Jackson agreed to 
continue to try to expedite the work.

<Action> clerk to send reminders to Via east Midlands

20/97     Update on agreed weight restriction on the road through Caythorpe: 
The signs should have been ordered and be ready to install.
Action: Clerk to send a reminder
 
20/98  Request from villagers for ‘hedgehogs take care’ warning signs (cost approx. £35):
Following significant interest in the diversity and abundance of local wildlife on the village Facebook 
group, the Parish Council considered a request to purchase ‘hedgehog take care’ safety signs to be 
installed on private land by the roadside, at a cost of around £35, and unanimously agreed to their 
purchase.
<Action> Cllr Cons to place the order and inform the interested resident

20/99    Update on land known by Savills as West Field Allotments:  Savills have proposed 
surrender provisions. However, in the first instance, discussion between Savills, as agents for Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and the sub-tenant would be advisable.
<Action> Clerk to contact Savills in two weeks to ascertain whether those discussions have been 
initiated, and if not to contact the sub-tenant
  
20/100  Update on landscaping around Lowdham Railway Station:  Discussions are ongoing with 
regard to the creation of a station car park. However, the corner of Caythorpe Road and Station 
Road, which requires maintenance would remain unaffected by such works.

20/101  Update on Village Tidy Up (national event cancelled due to Covid-19) and related village 
maintenance matters
 Village Hall/church car park would benefit from some maintenance: The Parish Council normally

organises a comprehensive clearing of the Village Hall and church car park and driveway as part 
of the Village Tidy Up but will be unable to do so this year. 
Comments have been received indicating that some maintenance of the car park is required. 
While councillors will themselves undertake clearance of some other areas of the village, it is 
hoped that the Village Hall committee might organise the work on the car park in this instance.
<Action> Clerk to contact the Village Hall Committee



 The neighbouring disused land appears to be being used as an area to discard waste: 
<Action> Clerk to contact the land owner to suggest that some tidying would be appreciated 
by villagers

 Communication from a resident expressing concern about road safety due to the 
vegetation on the right-hand side when approaching the interactive speed sign from  
Lowdham: Grass verges are cut twice a year by NCC

  Foliage overhanging the pavements from the cricket club towards Lowdham: 
Action> Clerk to write to Highways England

The Parish Council is again hoping to organise a village tidy up where volunteers sign up to a 
risk assessment with social distancing and any necessary training.  A date needs to be set, 
tasks identified, and risk assessment carried out.

Planning
20/102  New applications

 20/00841/FUL Ivy Cottage 8 Main Street Caythorpe NG14 7ED
Householder application to demolish existing conservatory, construct single storey rear 
extension, insert first floor window in rear elevation, new canopy over rear door, internal 
alterations. This was unanimously supported by the councillors.
 20/00833/LBC (address as above)
Replacement of four second storey windows. This was unanimously supported by the 
councillors.
 20/00842/LBC (address as above) Demolish existing conservatory, construct single storey
rear extension, insert first floor window in rear elevation, new canopy over rear door, internal 
alterations) This was unanimously supported by the councillors.

20/103 Awaiting decision by Newark and Sherwood District Council
  20/00602/FUL Briar Cottage 9 Main Street Caythorpe NG14 7ED
  20/00185/LBC Prebends Croft 114 Caythorpe Road, Caythorpe

20/104   Applications decided by Newark and Sherwood District Council: 
       • 20/00554/FUL Caythorpe Cricket Club Caythorpe Road Caythorpe NG14 7EB. – permitted
       • 20/00632/LBC Ivy Cottage 8 Main Street Caythorpe NG14 7ED –LBC permitted

20/105   Consultations: 
 New Model Code of Conduct Consultation.  No comments.  Caythorpe Parish Council 

continues to aspire to a high standard of conduct at all times.

Finances
20/106 To accept accounts for payment for May 2020:  Councillors unanimously supported 
payments to: 
Came & Co insurance £218.00 
Clerk’s salary £225.50 and PAYE nil
 
20/107 To update the Councillors on the Parish Council audit, end of year balances and final 
budget for 2020/21 
A)   Completion of Internal Audit:  Councillors unanimously agreed the annual internal audit report 
2019/20 including Annual Return 31/3/20, Caythorpe Bank Account 31/3/20, Receipts and Payments
Account 31/3/20 and Receipts and Payments Analysis 2019/20 along with Assets Register
B)    Authority approval of Statements:   The Parish Council unanimously agreed Statements 
2019/20 



C)    Exemption Certificate:  The Parish Council unanimously agreed the Certificate of Exemption for 
the reasons stated on the Certificate 2019/20
D)    Accounting Statement:  The Parish Council unanimously agreed the Accounting Statement 
2019/20  
and Section 2 Accounting Statements 2019/20 along with the explanation of variance.
E)    Annual Governance Statement:   The Parish Council unanimously agreed the Annual 
Governance Statement 2019/20 
F)    Authority/Chair wet sign-off:   The Parish Council unanimously agreed that the Chairman could 
sign these documents for 2019/20 in the correct order.
G)  Agree dates for Period of Public Rights:  The Parish Council unanimously agreed that the public 
consultation would begin on 29 June 2020 for 30 working days.
<Action> Clerk to update paperwork and provide to the chair for signature, then collect, submit and 
display the documents

20/108 Correspondence: None

20/109 Any other business
 The footpath between Huggly House and Bracken Hill still needs the grass removing as it 

makes the path impassable for pushchairs, wheelchairs and social distancing.
Action> Clerk to contact NCC 

 Newark Community First Aiders will contact the Parish Council when they are able to resume
their training courses post Covid-19, and a further defibrillator and first aid course will then 
be arranged.

 There was a report of people claiming to be contractors to BT clearing the bases from the 
bottom of telegraph poles. A villager contacted BT and found this to be untrue. Residents 
are advised to be alert.

 The clerk advised that the accounts book and the minutes book were almost full and would 
soon need replacing.  There was discussion about whether the Parish Council needs to keep 
a hard copy of the accounts, or whether digital accounts would be more environmentally 
friendly, more efficient, and whether funds would be better spent in the community. 
Councillors discussed the whereabouts of historical minutes books.
<Action> Clerk to check with NALC
<Action> Clerk to get prices for a new minutes book
<Action> Clerk to establish whether old minutes books have been lodged with NSDC

 The clerk asked whether the Parish Council still wanted to purchase Lamp Post Poppies.  
Upon discussion it was decided not to do so at this time.

 The clerk explained that if purchases are made on behalf of the Parish Council, if Caythorpe 
Parish Council is not named on the receipt, the VAT may not be reclaimed.

 The Parish Council confirmed that the Annual Parish Meeting for 2020 had been cancelled 
due to Covid-19 guidance.

20/101 To check whether any additional communication is required as an outcome of the 
meeting:  None

20/111   To close meeting to the public   Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Administration of Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted, the public and the press leave the meeting in order to discuss and set 
the Clerk’s wages for the forthcoming year and her appraisal   This was deferred.

20/112 To close meeting:  The meeting closed at 8.45pm
Date of the next meeting: Tuesday 28th July at 6.30pm  


