AWBRIDGE NDP
Note of meeting on 1 December 2021

Attenders
Nick Adams-King, David Coggon, Jon Brazier, Pat Warrener, Sara Kenyon, Grahame Jackson, Jo Lees, Gordon Piper, Sarah Hughes (from TVBC by Teams)

Apologies
Louise Preget, Fred Tucker, Deon Tucker

This was a preliminary meeting to plan the recommencement of work towards an NDP for Awbridge, which had been in abeyance because of Covid-19.  The purpose was to recap on the work that had already been done, to explain what was now required, and to plan how to take the project forward involving local residents in a way that would be appropriately inclusive.

Nick Adams-King summarised progress to date.  Useful background information had been collected through an initial survey of households three years ago.  Summary findings from that survey were available, but not the original questionnaires.  Following on from that, further data had been collected this year through a postal survey of housing needs conducted by Action Hampshire.  Both surveys could be used as sources of evidence to underpin the NDP.  Other sources of evidence might include data held by TVBC and from census records, the personal knowledge of residents involved in developing the NDP, and possibly a further questionnaire survey.

Sarah Hughes explained that NDPs could vary in their scope and style, and that several examples could be accessed through the TVBC website.  An NDP would need to be compatible with the local plan for Test Valley, but could cover a range of policy areas – for example, housing, green spaces, leisure facilities.  There was scope to include policies at a very localised level – e.g. the style of housing in a single road.  And it was possible to identify aspirations, even if they could not be met immediately. 

The process to final acceptance of an NDP entailed a series of steps, including review of a draft by the planning department at TVBC and a planning inspector, and eventually a referendum within the parish.  This could take a couple of years.  Some parishes had engaged a consultant to assist them in drafting their NDP, while others had done the work “in-house”.  Funding was available to support costs such as for consultancy and surveys, with an established process by which to apply.

A document was tabled (Appendix), suggesting elements that might be included in an NDP for Awbridge, and participants were asked to think about possible revisions, including other items which they thought might be included. 

It was agreed that the next step should be to hold a well-publicised open meeting to explain the project to interested parishioners and seek volunteers to contribute to the work.  There was flexibility for individuals to limit their input to a single are if they wished (e.g. green spaces, housing, recreational facilities).  That meeting should be followed rapidly by a meeting of those who had volunteered,  to plan in more detail the work that was needed and allocate tasks.



APPENDIX

Introduction

Geography
· Location and boundaries of parish  Map available online 
· Any changes to boundaries over past 30 years  TVBC records
· Neighbouring communities (Newtown, Carters Clay, Shootash, Stanbridge Earls) and larger towns (Romsey, Salisbury, Southampton, Winchester) to which village relates  Knowledge of committee members
· Geographical layout, connectivity and green spaces  Knowledge of committee members

Demographics
· Population size and profile by sex and age  Census, housing survey
· Changes over past 30 years  Census records

Housing
· Housing - numbers and types of houses/flats/apartments by tenure, size and council tax band  Housing survey, TVBC council tax records
· Changes in housing provision over past 30 years (including new builds)  TVBC council tax records, knowledge of committee members
· Number and proportion of residences that are second homes  TVBC council tax records 
· Styles of housing (architecture, garden, parking for vehicles)  Knowledge of committee members
· Turnover of occupancy  Housing survey

Utilities and services
· [bookmark: _Hlk83717875]Electricity  Knowledge of committee members
· Gas  Knowledge of committee members
· Water  Knowledge of committee members
· Drainage  Knowledge of committee members
· Broadband  Knowledge of committee members
· Refuse disposal    Knowledge of committee members
· Public transport (bus, train)  Knowledge of committee members
· Schools  Knowledge of committee members
· Healthcare  Knowledge of committee members
· Access to shops including Post Office and banks  Knowledge of committee members

Employment
· Employers in village (numbers and type)  Registers of businesses, knowledge of committee members
· Where residents work and how they travel to work  New survey  

Amenities in village
· Village Hall  Knowledge of committee members
· Playing field  Knowledge of committee members
· Playground  Knowledge of committee members
· All Saints Church  Knowledge of committee members
· Nature reserve  Knowledge of committee members
· Other green spaces (Cowleas, the Piece)  Knowledge of committee members
· Footpath network  HCC records and knowledge of committee members


Amenities nearby
· Other churches  Knowledge of committee members
· Pubs  Knowledge of committee members
· Sports facilities  Knowledge of committee members
· New Forest  Knowledge of committee members

Social networks in village
· [bookmark: _Hlk83718658]ADVA  Knowledge of committee members and new survey
· Church Knowledge of committee members and new survey
· School Knowledge of committee members and new survey
· Clubs and classes Knowledge of committee members and new survey
· Support networks Knowledge of committee members and new survey

Valued assets that residents would like to see preserved
· Green spaces  New survey
· Other  New survey

Problems that should be addressed or taken into account in planning for future
· Traffic and impacts on pedestrian access to school, shop, village hall and playing field Knowledge of committee members and new survey
· Parking in Danes Road, Romsey Road and Cowleas Cottages Knowledge of committee members and new survey
· Graveyard capacity at church Knowledge of committee members and new survey
· Other Knowledge of committee members and new survey

Housing needs and aspirations
· Need for additional housing among current residents and their families by type of accommodation and how near  Housing survey
· Community aspirations regarding future demographic profile of community  Housing survey and new survey

Options for future development
· Practical considerations and constraints  Knowledge of committee members
· How much development do residents want, given needs, aspirations  New survey
· Where might new development be located?  Housing survey, new survey and knowledge of committee members
· What type of housing is desirable (including size, tenure, garden space and trees)?  Housing survey and new survey


Appendix:  Sources of information used



     

  
