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The Horse Chestnut trees on the playing
field are flowering beautifully  this year.
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CHARLTON PARISH CHAT,   JUNE/JULY ‘ 26 -  PARISH COUNCIL NOTESCHARLTON PARISH CHAT,   JUNE/JULY ‘ 26 -  PARISH COUNCIL NOTESCHARLTON PARISH CHAT,   JUNE/JULY ‘ 26 -  PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

Best Kept Village CompetitionBest Kept Village CompetitionBest Kept Village Competition
··· The Best Kept Village Competition judging is earlier than usual this year (9-24 May)

and by the time you receive this it will have finished.
··· How ever there’s every chance w e w ill make it into the How ever there’s every chance w e w ill make it into the How ever there’s every chance w e w ill make it into the 2nd round – judging for2nd round – judging for2nd round – judging for

this is in the period 27 Jun-19 Julthis is in the period 27 Jun-19 Julthis is in the period 27 Jun-19 Jul.
··· Therefore please continue the effort throughout this period – it’s very simple – don’tdon’tdon’t

drop litter and pick up any you see anyw here in the villagedrop litter and pick up any you see anyw here in the villagedrop litter and pick up any you see anyw here in the village.

Existance Festival Existance Festival Existance Festival 
· Here’s a complication!…      Existance Festival (who exceeded their noise limits last

year and were not allowed back by Charlton Park) are only a few miles away this year
on the same weekend as Gem Festival (but starting one day earlier) – 11-14 Jun.

· They are just over the county boundary, in Long Newnton parish.  Depending on the
wind direction it is possible that they might be heard in Charlton.

· Gem have a licence to 1am but Existance’s licence is to 2am.  So if you hear music
after 1am on that weekend it may be coming from Existance rather than from the
Gem festival-goers.

· We have no special arrangements with Existance Festival.
Other Festivals in Charlton Park in JulyOther Festivals in Charlton Park in JulyOther Festivals in Charlton Park in July

··· Naadagama Festival, 11 July.  
● A Sri Lankan cultural event, one day only, appears to be more like a concert with

ticketed seating than what you might think of as a music festival.
● Recorded music 3-6.30pm, live music 6.30-11pm.  Alcohol licence finishes at 11pm.

··· 3 one-day music events 17-19 July.  Believed to be all by ‘tribute bands’.
● Little is known about these events as they haven’t yet (at the time of writing these

notes) applied for a licence.
● Understood to be stopping at 10pm each day.
● You can finds details at https://www.charltonpark.estate/events/ .

Gem Festival in Charlton Park 12-14 Jun – free ticketsGem Festival in Charlton Park 12-14 Jun – free ticketsGem Festival in Charlton Park 12-14 Jun – free tickets
· Free tickets are again being offered  to Charlton residents, (also some other parishes).
· To get these, send an email to the Parish Clerk.

 

Submissions for the next issue of the ChatSubmissions for the next issue of the ChatSubmissions for the next issue of the Chat
Next Chat “deadline”:  Input w ould be appreciated by 10Next Chat “deadline”:  Input w ould be appreciated by 10Next Chat “deadline”:  Input w ould be appreciated by 10ththth July, but can probably be July, but can probably be July, but can probably be
accepted a few  days after this date - please check w ith the editor.accepted a few  days after this date - please check w ith the editor.accepted a few  days after this date - please check w ith the editor.
Please email articles to the editor at charltonchat@yahoo.co.uk or by post/hand delivery to
Peter Holland, 25 Park Street, Charlton, or phone 01666 823719.
Do you know anyone outside the village who would like to receive a copy of Charlton Parish
Chat?    Annual subscription - £10.     Call Marion Adkins on 07909 911753.
Small ads . . .   Small ads . . .   Small ads . . .   Charlton Chat accepts adverts from local people, businesses and organisations.
Per issue,  a small display box, approx. a twelfth of a page costs £1;  Up to £20 for a full page.
Contact the editor, or Marion Adkins.

https://www.charltonpark.estate/events/
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Similarly to last year when it stopped
raining it has forgotten to start again. The
fields behind the cricket pitch have been
direct drilled with the spring wheat and
have also had an application of digestate
to supply it with the nutrients it needs to
get it to harvest. This is a low input
spring cereal which means we are limited
to the number of herbicides we can apply
to the crop. The aim of this is to provide a
weedier environment for insects and
wildlife to live in.

The winter wheat on the other side of five
lanes is growing nicely; however, we did
manage to scorch the crop when we
applied the last dose of fertiliser. This
was due to the large diurnal
temperatures and the windy conditions
before and after application. This was to
the lower leaves, and they only add about
2-5% of the total yield.

Farming News
We have also
planted all the
maize, but this is at
the other end of the
Estate and again it
has been a battle to
conserve enough moisture to get the
crop growing. Thankfully the team have
done a great job of cultivating and
rolling close together to keep the
moisture in the ground.

The war in Iran has increase our tractor
diesel by 80% and fertiliser going
forward by 100%. Our fertiliser for this
years crops, was all in the shed or on the
crops before the war started so did not
impact this years margins, but
availability and price going forward will
affect what crops we grow next year.

Robin Aird
Farms and Estate Manager

Wilts Farming Club - Malmesbury Branch.
In March we had our AGM, which was wonderfully brief, and not too boring, which was
followed for convenience by me giving a talk about my farming journey to the point that
brought me to Stonehill in 1979, with more to follow, when some time filling is required!
In April we went on a visit to Roves Farm, Sevenhampton, near Swindon, where the Burr
family have created a fantastic Visitor Centre, showing the public where their food comes
from, with us enjoying the lambing Poll Dorset and SuffolkCross sheep and freshly calved
Sussex cattle. Which we enjoyed sampling with a Steak Pie in the Café and were able to
buy from the well stocked Farm Shop. We resisted the Children’s Play Area!
May, saw Joe Crapper come from his family’s Brinkworth based Recycling and Landfill
business to tell us how they take green waste and turn it into compost (They are one of the
sponsors of the Chelsea Flower Show this year). Wood from building sites, pallets, etc. is
sorted and used for energy production by themselves and a Power Station. Probably the bit
that was of our particular interest, was how the methane that is produced from the landfill
is now being piped to also produce energy which they have started to use to heat a
pressurised inflatable Growing Dome for growing Vegetables and Fruit, which will be for
sale and consumption in their Farm Shop and Cafe, Sustain.

Contd..
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Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals at CharltonBaptisms, Weddings and Funerals at CharltonBaptisms, Weddings and Funerals at Charlton

Burial of Ashes Katherine Jane Eddleston 2nd April 2026

The People’s Emergency Briefing on Climate and Nature
A film being shown by the Malmesbury Sustainable Planet Group (part of Malmesbury & District u3a)

 Join us for a screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing – an eye-opening film
introduced by Chris Packham that brings together nine leading UK scientists and
experts with the latest evidence and why it matters for everyday life in the UK,
including:
 • Extreme weather •  Food security
 • Health •  Cost of living
The film has been created by The National Emergency Briefing, who are supported by
organisations including the National Trust, Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust and CPRE.
Where? Malmesbury Town Hall
When? 26th June 2026: 2.30 pm &  7.30pm

Tickets are FREE and available by scanning:

More information & details of other screenings can be found at
www.nebriefing.org

Our local MP, Roz Savage, is booked to attend the evening event.

Everyone over 15 is welcome.

Or visit: buytickets.at/emergencybriefingmalmesbury/2199337

June will see a local visit to the Anaerobic Digester Plant at Charlton Park, and a talk by
Robin Aird, Estate & Farm Manager, on the cropping and farming on the Estate.
July, although it might have to get moved to August, Roz Savage, our MP, is coming to tell
us about UK Food Security Policy. Roz is the Vice Chair of the All Party Parliamentary UK
Food Security Group. I don’t expect we will hear about her amazing ocean rowing across
the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans! Nor about her visit to Charlton last year to support
our bell ringing World Record, and that she has 4 Guinness World Records.
You don’t have to be a farmer to come to our Club, we meet in the afternoon of the second
Tuesday of the month, at the Village Hall, unless we go on a visit. And we are also meeting
at 2.00pm on the 4th Tuesday, at Down on the Farm Cafe, for a cuppa and a chat, as our
members appreciate the importance of the social side of farming.
Bob Blanden - Chairman. 07860689391/ bob@blanden.co.uk

http://www.nebriefing.org/
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June Thoughts from the MinistryJune Thoughts from the MinistryJune Thoughts from the Ministry

The ‘SAD’ feeling should now be gone and we can rejoice in the summer season.
Bright colours of sky, plants and clothes assault our eyes.
Plants bearing fruits, colourful hats; where are the smiles, not frowns they should be
treason?
Relax, slow down, look and see what around you lies.
God provides time in the seasons of life to be refreshed, that is the reason.
Look at your life, concentrate on positive ties.

Francis of Assisi wrote the Canticle of the Sun, which praises the Lord.
Which may open your eyes to the glory around.
First is Brother Sun giving us daytime, watch as daises to his light are pulled.
He is mighty his rays can harm us on the ground.
He is beautiful, shining with splendour, through the atmosphere his rays are stalled.
Our warmth and now electric from him can be found.

The second praises that Francis gives are for Sister Moon and the heavenly stars:
Thank you Lord for the beauty of the precious night.
Shining and precious the Moon appears, we want to visit her, then off to Mars.
She shapes our tides which help us have fun and delight.
The stars have guided us in the past they still may if heavenward we go far.
Lord, the universe is a marvellous sight.

The third praise is for Brother Wind who travels the world, an invisible force.
He creates the weather cycle which brings us rain.
Jet streams, sea breezes, trade winds, air currents each drive the weather on it’s course.
Creatures live through these cycles repeating again.
Francis’ fourth praise is for Sister Water, who is humble, precious, our lives source.
For our bodies an important item to name.

Brother Fire is our fifth praise, who lightens the dark, protects and warms up those
cold.
He can destroy and help is vigorous and strong.
Our sixth is our Sister Mother Earth who sustains, nourishes us and is old.
Here Plants and creatures exist their time not long.
Open your eyes, it is such a wonderful world, so look after it we’re told.
Praise the Creator and give thanks to him in song.

God Bless you All and have a Great Summer.

Revd. Sarah W ymanRevd. Sarah W ymanRevd. Sarah W yman
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CHARLTON RECREATIONALCHARLTON RECREATIONALCHARLTON RECREATIONAL

 CENTRE CENTRE CENTRE

Finally we’ve had a few good days of
sunshine which has bought out the best of
the village hall, children’s play area and
sports field with the cricket team hopefully
having played their first match of the
season. Please help us to maintain the
facilities in the best possible conditions by
ensuring you take away every thing you
bring with you to the hall or playing field.

Our first quiz of the year will have been on
the 16 May. You can expect another night of
entertainment engaging your cognitive
stimulation to strengthen your neural
pathways whilst also enjoying a few drinks
and enjoying a lovely meal. All the very best
to you all and don't worry if you didn't win
this one, there will be another in the
autumn! These quizzes provide a vital fund
raising opportunity to the hall that allows
us to keep the hall and surrounding area in
the best possible condition. The hall
committee pass on their sincerest thanks
to all of you that continue to support the
functions,  if  you’re  new to the area,  please

come along, join in and help to raise funds
for your hall and play area.

As previously mentioned we are about to
update the village hall website. The aim is
to make it more user friendly whilst also
updating it to attract others to use the spare
capacity. Any feedback, positive or negative
will be greatly received by the hall
committee. With the new ‘branding’ we are
also looking to replace some of the signs at
the front of the hall, more to follow!

The hall committee has a few spare slots on
it. If you’ve got some spare time and would
like to join a happy team providing some
worth while support in the local
community, please don't hesitate to get in
touch. If joining the committee isn’t for you,
we are also looking for some green fingered
friends to maintain the shrubbery in the
front of the hall. The committee would also
appreciate any ideas on how we can
improve the facilities, so please get in
touch!

Coffee Mornings @ Charlton Village HallCoffee Mornings @ Charlton Village HallCoffee Mornings @ Charlton Village Hall
Funds raised support Charlton Recreational Centre 279819

10.30am on Mondays:10.30am on Mondays:10.30am on Mondays:

888ththth  June,   June,   June, 666ththth July July July

and and and 333rdrdrd August August August

All are w elcome, young or old.All are w elcome, young or old.All are w elcome, young or old.
£1 Charge£1 Charge£1 Charge
Do ring me if you w ant a lift. Do ring me if you w ant a lift. Do ring me if you w ant a lift. Anne    823719 
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Charlton Recreational Centre  - 150 Club Monthly Prize Draw  WinnersCharlton Recreational Centre  - 150 Club Monthly Prize Draw  WinnersCharlton Recreational Centre  - 150 Club Monthly Prize Draw  Winners

This was the last draw for 2025/6, so now is the time to renew your subscription for
2026/27.
We would also like to welcome any new subscribers. An annual ticket is £20 and your
number will be entered into each monthly draw for a chance to win a £20, £30 or a £50
prize. 
Please support the upkeep and improvement of the village hall by emailing

150clubcharlton@150clubcharlton@150clubcharlton@gmail.comgmail.comgmail.com  
or call 07771 258424 to reserve tickets.

April
1st 25 C.Perchard
2nd 43 J.Ayre
3rd 8 R.Evans

Charlton Village Hall Hire
for parties, events, business hire, etc.

Special Events PackageSpecial Events PackageSpecial Events Package: All day booking, plus access to the premises from the middle of
the previous day to 10.00am the following day. Use of all Hall facilities and a roped off area
outside.
Children’s Parties:Children’s Parties:Children’s Parties: 4 hours access to the Hall
Friday and Saturday EveningsFriday and Saturday EveningsFriday and Saturday Evenings: Access to the Hall from 6.00pm to midnight.

All other event and party bookings are chargeable by the hour. The hirer should request a
booking that covers their total occupancy of the Hall (i.e. including setting and clearing up).

The Local rate is available to residents of Charlton, Hankerton & Garsdon

To enquire about using the Village Hall or Playing Field, To enquire about using the Village Hall or Playing Field, To enquire about using the Village Hall or Playing Field, whether for a one-off event or
regular booking: email us on   bookings@bookings@bookings@charltonvillagehall.orgcharltonvillagehall.orgcharltonvillagehall.org

Alternatively make a direct provisional booking via the website at w w w .charltonvillage-w w w .charltonvillage-w w w .charltonvillage-
hall.orghall.orghall.org   where you will also find our T&Cs.

Event TypeEvent TypeEvent Type DepositDepositDeposit Charge (Local*)Charge (Local*)Charge (Local*) Charge (Other)Charge (Other)Charge (Other)

Special Event £100 £450 £550

Children’s Party £35 £55

Friday or Saturday Evening £100 £100 £150

Other Events £50 £10 per hour £15 per hour

http://www.charltonvillagehall.org
http://www.charltonvillagehall.org


News from the Bell Tower
As I write this, we are getting ready to celebrate Bell SundayBell SundayBell Sunday, the
Sunday closest to St Dunstan’s Day 19th May. He was born in
Baltonsborough, Somerset in 909 AD, and I haven’t got space here to

describe his life (worth a Google search) , but briefly he was very influential through
several Kingships, rebuilt the monastic community and was Abbot of Glastonbury, Bishop
of Worcester and then London before eventually Archbishop of Canterbury and he devised
the Coronation Service for King Ethelred which was at Bath, and that service is almost
still the same one we witnessed a few years ago. Amongst other things, he was an
accomplished metalworker which is why he is Patron Saint of Goldsmiths, Silversmiths,
Blacksmiths, Locksmiths, Musicians and Bellringers.

Since my last piece in the Chat, we have had an outing to John Taylor & Co, the only
remaining Bell Founders in the UK, who cast our two Trebles, unfortunately the Crucible
cracked the day we went, so we did not see a casting, but it was a fascinating tour of the
works and Museum, and we got to ring on the light 12 there, and at three Churches on the
way and return journey.

I’m shortly off to visit my daughter and family in Melbourne,Australia, where I will be able
to join in with other bell ringers from all over Australia and New Zealand and from other
countries, as they enjoy their Annual Ringing Festival for 4 days in June. Previously I have
been when it was in Perth, Western Australia on my way home, where I had the chance to
ring on the 16 bells in the Swan Tower.
And also in New Zealand when I worked
there, on the most southerly ring of bells
in the World at Dunedin.

Bell ringing has so many interesting
parts to it, including history in the
Churches we visit, Engineering in the
workings of the bells, challenges in the
achieving the control on the end of a
rope that we only get by pulling it, you
can’t push it, the social side of coming
together as part of a band, that can be
inter generational, often said as carried
out from 9 to 90 ! A pastime that is
healthy for body and mind. Please
consider coming along on a Thursday
evening when we are practicing between
7.30 and 9.00pm and finding out more,
and also enjoying a ‘Cuppa & Cake’ when
we stop for a break.

Bob Blanden - Tower Captain at
Charlton, and itinerant bell ringer!
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North Wiltshire Flower Club News
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 17th June when Fleur White, an Area Demonstrator
from Somerset, will make ‘Musical Memories’. As usual this meeting is on the third
Wednesday of the month, 7pm for 7.30pm, at Crudwell Village Hall, SN16 9HB, where
there is ample free parking, excellent refreshments and a welcoming atmosphere (free
for first time visitors).
There are some exceptions to this, as on 1st July we have a Summer Outing by coach to
the David Austin Rose Gardens in Shropshire (£25 for members, £33 for visitors - places
may be available, please contact us for details). Then on Saturday 8th August from
9.30am until 1pm, Coral Gardiner, a National Demonstrator, will share her skills in
making pedestal arrangements at a workshop in Crudwell suitable for all levels of
expertise.

Our full programme for 2026
incorporates interesting and
varied events throughout the
year, including demonstrations,
workshops, talks and outings.
Save the date for our main
annual event, an Open Meeting
at Malmesbury Town Hall on
Wednesday 18th November
with National Demonstrator
Nick Grounds. For more
information about us please
visit our Facebook page – North
Wiltshire Villages Flower Club,
our website (as above)  or
contact us by email -
nwvflowerclub@ gmail.com.
We hope to see you soon.

11

 Holiday cottages
available

for short breaks,
weekends and

weekly bookings.

Contact Ruth Baker
 01666 577274 
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  If you w ould like to advertise in the Chat, please see page 1….  If you w ould like to advertise in the Chat, please see page 1….  If you w ould like to advertise in the Chat, please see page 1….
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The Dragonfly Café and Nature Centre
Situated on the Lower Moor nature reserve overlooking Cottage Lake is the newly built
but already becoming firmly established Dragonfly Café and Nature Centre.
Since 2007 the reserve has been home to a plethora of wildlife from insects to otters
and offers the opportunity to get lost in the nature we endeavour to protect.

                           Open all year round, the Dragonfly Café and Nature Centre is
                             the perfect spot to sight otters, herons and (of course) the
                               many species of dragonfly, ideal for professional
                              and amateur wildlife photographers and passionate
                              nature enthusiasts.

The Dragonfly and Nature Centre caters for those with a sweet or
savoury tooth presenting delicious homemade scones baked fresh
 every morning, fresh homemade soups and a variety of heavenly
cakes including vegan and gluten free options.
With excellent locally roasted coffee and hot chocolate to warm you in winter as well as
refreshing apple juice made from apples in Lower Moor orchard to cool you in summer,
the Dragonfly can start your journey around the reserve or end it with a well deserved
treat.

Dragonfly Café
& Nature Centre

Lower Moor Nature Reserve
Oaksey, SN16 9TW

Enjoy freshly baked scones and cakes whilst watching
dragonflies

over Cottage Lake

Find us at: https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/dragonfly-cafe
Or on Instagram follow us @dragonfly.cafe_

Lower Moor Nature Reserve is on the road between Oaksey
and Somerford Keynes.
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Foxley Plumbing & Heating 
Oil Boiler Installation, Servicing And Repairs

Oil Tank Replacement
Heating Installation And Repairs

Bathroom Installations
Unvented Cylinder Systems

No Job Too Small

Tim Hibbard 

Mobile 07966 462202
Email     foxleyph@gmail.com  

James Hutton
Motor mechanic
Email: james13.hutton@outlook.com

Cowage Farm
Foxley, SN16 0JH

Tel: 07568193062
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W ho’s w hoW ho’s w hoW ho’s w ho   
RectorRectorRector Revd Bob Molton 848684
Associate MinisterAssociate MinisterAssociate Minister Revd Sarah Wyman       577159
Licensed Lay MinisterLicensed Lay MinisterLicensed Lay Minister Rachel Swatton 861035
PCC Churchw arden/TreasurerPCC Churchw arden/TreasurerPCC Churchw arden/Treasurer Marion Adkins 07909 911753
Captain of bell ringersCaptain of bell ringersCaptain of bell ringers Bob Blanden 860308
Secretary of bell ringersSecretary of bell ringersSecretary of bell ringers Christopher Daws 824029
Church organistChurch organistChurch organist Megan Mills 823840
Village Hall bookingVillage Hall bookingVillage Hall booking Tracey Hobbs 07771 258424
Charlton new sletterCharlton new sletterCharlton new sletter Peter Holland    823719

Charlton Parish CouncillorsCharlton Parish CouncillorsCharlton Parish Councillors:::
Tom Tom Tom BlandenBlandenBlanden       charltonchairman@gmail.com 860308
Marion Marion Marion AdkinsAdkinsAdkins 07909 911753
Lord SuffolkLord SuffolkLord Suffolk        Earl.Suffolk@CharltonPark.Estate
Philip Philip Philip BaffourBaffourBaffour 822721
Elizabeth Elizabeth Elizabeth Garforth-BlesGarforth-BlesGarforth-Bles 824380
David David David Raw lingsRaw lingsRaw lings 826654
Hannah PietHannah PietHannah Piet 824650
Philip ThompsonPhilip ThompsonPhilip Thompson 825482
Jonathan Jonathan Jonathan BrantonBrantonBranton

Parish Council Clerk:Parish Council Clerk:Parish Council Clerk:
Michael Bromley-GardnerMichael Bromley-GardnerMichael Bromley-Gardner      clerk@charltonnorthwilts-pc.gov.uk 07972 266767

or mrbg1@outlook.com

The Parish OfficeThe Parish OfficeThe Parish Office
The Old Squash Court, Hollow ay,The Old Squash Court, Hollow ay,The Old Squash Court, Hollow ay,

Malmesbury, Malmesbury, Malmesbury, SN16 SN16 SN16 9BA9BA9BA

Administrator: Kath Tallboys
Office: 01666 825019,   opening hours:

 Monday and Wednesday   9.00am -
4.00pm and Friday 9.00am -3.30pm

or: bbbandgb@gmail.com .

Rector:                            01666 848684.
Associate Minister:   01666 577169.

Contact us for wedding or baptism inquiries
and other matters regarding the Braydon
Brook Group (Ashley, Charlton, Crudwell,
Hankerton, Minety & Oaksey).

Useful W ebsites:Useful W ebsites:Useful W ebsites:

The Village Hall website is at:  
http://www.charltonvillagehall.org

The Parish Council website is at: 
www.charltonnorthwilts-pc.gov.uk

Charlton Church website is at:
www.braydonbrook.co.uk

Also see the Charlton Community
Hub on Facebook.
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