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The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, February 26th 2026 starting at 7.00pm.  The following matters were discussed.
Those present:- Councillors Susan Duffy, Gordon Mowatt (Chair), Diana Preston and Philip Webber and Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).


MINUTES

1) Apologies for absence were made by Cllr Shane Mills.  A declaration of interests in item 8 (Widworthy Community Fund & Village Hall) in this meeting was made by Cllrs Mowatt and Webber.

2) The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on January 8th, 2026 were confirmed and signed by the Chair.  Proposed SD Seconded DP.

3) Reports from Councillors – the report from Cllr Parr has been forwarded to the members. 
Police – No report. 
Village Hall – Cllr Webber reported that the Hall now has a new entrance gate. Church – Cllr Preston reported that the Church now has a new church warden and secretary.

4) Matters arising from the previous minutes.  e mail addresses the log ins will be forwarded.

5) Public Forum. None present.

6) Highway Matters.  A35 update – the project to upgrade the A35 has now started in Dorset.  It is likely to reach the Devon border in Autumn 2026.  This will generally look at lining, signing, speed limits and enforcement.  More details will be made available later this year.  The route manager will be visiting Wilmington shortly.
Damage to wall at Lilacs – This has been reported to the National Highways again along with the video of one incident, they will be looking at possible solutions to stop this.

7) The updated Financial Regulations were adopted by the Council.  Proposed PW Seconded DP

8) Finance.  Payments to be made Wilmington Village Hall £45.00 Hire, Widworthy Community Fund* (J Payne) £1694.14 Marquee purchase, Hugo Fox £143.86 Website fee. Proposed SS Seconded DP
Payments received - none. 
The bank statements were available for viewing.
The VAT reclaim up to 31 December 2025 has been applied for from HMRC.
*payment made from funds held on behalf of the Community Fund by the Council.

9)  Planning. 
25/2537/FUL - Sutton Barton Wilmington EX14 9SH - Construction of agricultural feed storage shed (2. No.  No objections. Proposed DP seconded SS
25/2567/FUL - Sutton Barton Wilmington EX14 9SH - Agricultural feed storage shed. Proposed DP seconded SS
Land adjoining Pencroft (entrance on A35) planning appeal decision. The appeal against the EDDC refusal of this planning application is dismissed.  This was noted.

10)  Emergency Planning / Community participation.  Noticeboard installation – carried forward.  
CPR training – It is intended to hold this course in April at the Village Hall.  Various providers have been contacted.  
DCRF funds for communities flooded after the latest storms - Noted.  
DCC cumulative storm impact survey - noted

11)  Internal Audit update.  The updated Financial Regulations have been adopted.

12)  Correspondence received. Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Devon consultation and briefing - noted.  DCC Cumulative storm impact survey - noted.

13)  Items for future discussion and consideration.  Cllr Mowatt advised he intends to stand down from the Council in the coming months.

The meeting ended at 8.30

Date, place & time of next meeting - date March 26th 2026 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm.  
This will include the Annual Meeting of the Parish.  The Chair will review the activities of the past year and discuss projects for the coming year.  The members will be available to answer questions from the residents.
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