


ARDINGTON AND LOCKINGE PARISH COUNCIL
A&L (2019)4

MINUTES of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Loyd Lindsay Rooms, High Street, Ardington, OX12 8PS at 8.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 9 July 2019.

Present: Councillors: Ron East Paul Gibbs, John Hedgecock, Derek Morrow and Hugh Roberts (Chair).
Clerk:      Clive Knights.  
County Councillor: Michael Fox-Davies.
Members of the public present: Julian Sayers, Graham Boon, Helen and Terry Bond, Vivien Haigh, Charles Merry.
Apologies: Nicola Hancock, District Councillor, Janet Shelley, PCSO, Tim Dean and School Governor Nicola Merry. 

1. Future Estate and Parish Planning – Neighbourhood Plans, by Julian Sayers, Manager.
In the 1970s the Estate had the vision to create the Village Housing Charitable Trust (VHCT) and craft businesses were established at Home Farm.  In 1998 groups of village volunteers created a village plan which formed the basis for A&Ls Ten Year Plan published in 2000 by the Estate.  VWHDC got close to accepting this plan.  The same quality of plan and consultation now would be close to the standard for a Neighbourhood Plan (NP).  An NP however requires the Parish Council to lead the planning and to conduct a referendum on the plan.  The plan would need a >50% response in favour to approve the plan and when approved has statutory authority.  The plan must be consistent with national and local plans, embrace sustainable development, set design standards and deal with housing, businesses, transport and entertainment.  Open spaces and buildings could be protected.  The area covered by NP could be part of or the whole Parish or include another parish.  Julian considered that the two villages should retain their separate identity and their spacial separation.  The headings in the NP could use those in the Estate Plan.  JS suggested that the people who created the Uffington and Baulking NP could be invited to make a presentation.  


In answer to questions JS considered that 12 to 18 months would be needed to produce an NP.
JS agreed the NP would be a plan for the Estate but it needed referendum approval by the villages. A current planning application was that for the Works Yard for which approval was imminent.  There were no other planning applications.  Questionnaires would be sent to each household, as for the Ten Year Plan.  The NP would need to extend to at least 2031, the period for the current VWHDC plan.  VWHDC would lend a planner to help the PC and the Estate would provide administrative support..

Following the presentation the PC had a discussion which included an observation that an NP would be a defence against encroachment by Wantage.  An NP could not guarantee a roundabout to improve access to the A417 but could add weight to the argument in favour of a roundabout.  The NP should follow the A&L parish boundary so as to protect land north of the A417, to avoid a North Hendred situation. The planning groups should include younger people.  Vivien Haigh has many of the original documents for the Ten Year Plan.  The maps generated for the Estate Plan could be scanned into the NP.  The PC agreed to proceed to create a Neighbourhood Plan and the Chairman undertook to inform Julian Sayers..

2. Apologies: Nicola Hancock.
3. There were no declarations of interest and no hospitality had been received or offered. There were no changes needed to the Registers of Interests.
4. Matters Arising from the Annual Meetings of the Parishes on Tuesday, 14 May 2019 and approval of the Minutes. The sole action to collect litter from The Firs was done on 31 May 2019.  After a correction in Paragraph 1 (2017 changed to 2018), the Minutes were accepted by Parish Councillors as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
5. Matters Arising from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Tuesday, 14 May 2019 and approval of the Minutes.  All the actions had been taken.  ACTION 4.1 The Clerk again to contact Nigel Hutt about the trip at 38A East Lockinge, which was preventing the light near Fire Engine House from lighting, and the faulty cables to Ardington House and to School House, Ardington.  CBPT agreed to finance (£190.00) another visit by CDC on a specified day that would be notified to the householders to electrically test the street lights.  CBPT would also finance more street light painting (8 lights, £400.00). .  ACTION 4.2 The Clerk (a) to contact CDC to test specified street lights and (b) contact Simon Scott to paint specified street lights. ACTION 4.3 The Clerk to report the crumbling road sides in Church Street and in The Firs.   Everything from the audit that had to be published on the website was published and the on the notice boards 3 pages of the audit return for the accounts and the Notice for the Exercise of Public Rights were displayed.  After a correction to the top line of paragraph 1 (Ron East changed to Nicola Hancock) the Minutes were accepted by Parish Councillors as a true record and signed by the Chair.
6. Reports.  

County Councillor’s Report.  A written report had been circulated.  Six schools had agreed to restrict access to cars at their entrances to improve air quality for the children.  Funds for health and care will now be in an integrated system across Oxon, Bucks and Berkshire.  The infrastructure plan needs all of Oxfordshire’s Districts to agree but the new Liberal and Green controlled SODC has rejected the plans.  ACTION 4.4 The Clerk to send a note to Fox-Davis about the poor state of the road sides along The Firs and the need for a footpath
   
Clerk’s Report. A pad had been replaced in Ardington’s defibrillator.  The Community Grant of £1,870 for A&L had been sent to the wrong Parish Council.  ACTION 4.5 The Clerk to take action if the grant does not appear in the next bank statement.  

7. Finance.  

Parish Councillors approved payments already made to Simon Scott (Painting train seats ( Ex 10, £170.00).
Parish Councillors approved payments at this meeting to the Clerk (Ex 7) for July and August of £228.00# by Standing Order and £57.00# tax. respectively, to Thomas King for cutting the grass at the playground 3 times (£240 Ex 12), White Horse Horticulture (Ex 13 £435.00 village grass), Charlton Environment Ltd., (Ex14 £132.00 weed spraying) and WVWDC (Ex 15 £200.00 for election expenses). ACTION 4.6 The Clerk to make the outstanding payments indicated by #. 
8. Playground.  The train seat had been painted and the grass had been cut and strimmed.  ACTION 4.7 The Clerk to ask Tom King to replace the post on the train and two planks on the double tower slide..  The inspection reports were circulated which included the inspection of the defibrillators.  Caledonia Play had agreed to replace the seesaw under the guarantee. 
9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Footpath along the Firs needed.  Since the end of the bus service through the village, residents and particularly school children without transport have had to walk along the unlit road with crumbling edges or walk through the path in the dark woodland.  Janet Shelley our District Councillor has been unable to attend the last two meetings, but it is hoped she will be able to attend the next meeting or failing that at a specially convened meeting at which this point would be raised.  ACTION 4.8 Paul Gibbs to invite Janet Shelley to a special meeting at a date of her choice to discuss this matter and a roundabout on the A417.
10. Deep Clean.  ACTION 4.9 The Clerk to enquire with VWHDC why there appeared to be no deep clean in the A&L.
11. Notice Board in East Lockinge.  ACTION 4.10 The Clerk to enquire whether or not the Estate would be prepared to use their carpenter to repair this board.
12. Water supply.  Julian Sayers confirmed that the Estate could take steps to connect the water tanks at Windmill Dairy to the supply for A&L.   ACTION 4.11 The Clerk to confirm this by an email to Julian Sayers copied to Alison Bowler.
13. Items for Trumpeter and Estate News.  ACTION 4.12 The Clerk to insert the regular notices about the next Parish Council meeting on 10 September and a note about the Neighbourhood Plan.
14. Date of next meeting. 7.00 pm. Tuesday 10 September in Loyd Lindsay Rooms.
15. Subsequent meetings: at 7.00 pm on Tuesday on 12 November 2019.

Signed as a true record, 



Chair		Date: 10 September 2019. 

Distribution: Ron East, Paul Gibbs, Nicola Hancock, John Hedgecock, Derek Morrow and Sir Hugh Roberts.
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