


CHESELBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6TH JULY 2026 
 AT CHESELBOURNE VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:		Cllrs R Hall, G Waters, D Walsh, R Dunn

Chair:			Cllr A Taylor

Clerk:			Mrs A Crocker

Also present:		1 member of the public

1.	Public Participation 

26.027	Mike Bullen informed that meeting that he had been undertaking work on his farm in order to prevent some of the surface water runoff after heavy rain flowing into the village. Cross drains have been put up through the farm to limit ground water flooding that may come down the track from his farm into the village (and then into the stream) and re-directing surface runoff water into the adjacent woodland. In addition, guttering on the farm buildings has been fixed to further reduce runoff. 

	No further update on the planning in respect of the agricultural building on Drakes Lane. 

2.	Apologies for absence 

26.028	 Apologies had been received from Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes. 

3.	To receive declarations of interest and requests for dispensations 

26.029	No interests were declared. 

4.	To approve the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 5th May 2026

26.030	Cllr Walsh proposed the meetings to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

	The minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting will be brought to the September meeting for signing but, in the meantime, will be posted to the website. 

5.	Matters arising for report only 

26.031 Banking arrangements – This will be reissued to Cllr Hall for his attention. 

6.	To Co-opt a new Parish Councillor 

26.032	Cllr Taylor proposed Russell Dunn is co-opted as a member of the Parish Council. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed unanimously. Cllr Dunn signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 



7.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report 

26.033	A copy of the report had been issued to members. No matters were raised.

8. 	To receive the latest Police Report 

26.034	A copy of the latest report was issued with the agenda. 

9. 	To receive Parish Councilor’s Reports 

26.035	Asset Management 

(i) Bus shelter repairs – Steve Edwardson has kindly offered to repair the broken tile and guttering free of charge. The shelter itself needs repainting. There is the issue of the stencil on the inside wall. Cllr Walsh will put something on the village WhatsApp group asking if anyone knows who painted it. If no response is received, the bus shelter will be painted once the Parish Council has received an acceptable quotation for the work. 
(ii) Confirm the Asset Register – The amendment to the asset register regarding the location of the Community Speed Watch equipment was noted and the Register agreed.
(iii) Community Speed Watch (CSW) – Volunteers have undertaken training, but it was found that the Police were unaware that the speed limit through the village had been reduced to 20mph. Because the limits have changed, the Police site codes for the village have changed which means, at this point, speed watch cannot be undertaken as the new site codes have not yet been issued. Despite several attempts to contact the Community Speed Watch team, nothing has been received. Cllr Taylor will continue to chase Dorset Police to get the new codes issued. As there are now eight CSW volunteers, it may be possible for the teams to go out more frequently once the codes have been issued.  

26.036	Play Park 
	
No report is available at the moment. The last report highlighted some issues with the wooden climbing frame and swings. The wood on the climbing frame has some cracking and there is some corrosion on the poles for the swings where they go into the ground. A quote had been received for painting the swings. Cllr Hall proposed the quote of £425 is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Walsh and agreed unanimously. Cllr Taylor will find out when the work is likely to be undertaken, and something will be put on the WhatsApp group and on Facebook. Cllr Hall offered to dig out the ground around the swing posts so that they could be treated with red oxide at the same time. 
 
26.037	Highways 

A litter pick was organized for the 4th July but only five people turned up to help. However, less than 48hours later, the litter was back. This was very upsetting as it is most likely to be locals that are throwing litter onto the verge. This will be highlighted in the newsletter, and the dates of future litter picks will be more widely advertised. 

Yellow zig zag lines outside the school – A request has been submitted to Dorset Council asking for them to be repainted during the school holidays as they are quite badly faded. 

It was noted that parking by some parents during the recent school sports day was inconsiderate and dangerous, with driveways being blocked. This has been raised with the head teacher  and he has agreed to put something in the next letter to parents about this. 
26.038	Website and IT

The website has been restructured slightly, and document retention will be reviewed – possibly three years’ worth of everything and anything older is turned off. All information is held on the Parish Council laptop and at the Dorset History Centre should any older information ever be needed. A link will also be included regarding the Flood Hub. 

26.039	Emergency Planning 

The lack of mobile telephone signal for two weeks presented a considerable problem earlier this year. It seems that the lack of signal was dependent on which provider people were with. WiFi calls were possible. This highlighted that fact that all the contact details given on the Emergency Plans, etc are mobile telephone numbers. Cllr Taylor suggested that members might like to include their landline numbers for information and emergencies. It was also suggested that, perhaps, there could be a list of people in the parish who are willing to let people use their landlines for emergencies although this will not be taken forward at the moment. Cllr Waters suggested the possibility of having walkie talkies and will look into this further. 

10.	Finance 

26.040	To approve the payments for May and June 2026 

The following payments had been requested:

Lloyds			Account charges 10.03.26 to 09.04.26		 	    4.25
Normtec		Fingerpost repairs				BACS135	249.38	 
Lantern Accounting	Internal audit ye 31.03.26			BACS136	145.00
DAPTC		Annual subscription 2026			BACS137	204.05
DAPTC		Data Protection training – D Walsh		BACS138	  14.00
Hugo Fox		Email hosting 19.05.26 to 16.06.26				  20.99
Hugo Fox		Web hosting 26.05.26 to 21.06.26				  11.99
A Crocker		June 2026 salary + expenses			BACS139	307.64
HMRC			June 2026 PAYE				BACS140	  44.40
Cheselbourne VH	Hall hire May 26 to January 2027		BACS141	  72.00
Lloyds			Account charges 10.04.26 to 09.05.26			    4.25
Hugo Fox		Email hosting 18.06.26 to 16.07.26				  20.99
Hugo Fox		Web hosting 23.06.26 to 21.07.26				  11.99
A Crocker		July 2026 salary + expenses			BACS142	194.84
HMRC			July 2026 PAYE				BACS143	  44.60
A Crocker		Microsoft 365 personal			BACS142	  84.99
	
The total amount requested is £1,435.36.

A Parish Council debit card will be ordered to prevent anyone from having to pay for items out of their own accounts. Cllr Taylor proposed the payments are made and a debit card ordered. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed unanimously.

26.041	To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

Both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Taylor proposed they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed unanimously.

26.042	To retrospectively confirm the dates for the Notice for the Exercise of Public Rights 

The dates had been set to run from 8th June 2026 to 17th July 2026 and was put on the notice boards and Parish Council website on the 5th June 2026.

26.043	To receive the Internal Auditor’s Report 

	A copy of the report had been issued to all members with the agenda. 

	Five recommendations have been made and these will be addressed over the coming months. 	A full copy of the report and recommendations can be found on the Parish Council website.

11.	To consider planning applications received 

26.044	P/PABA/2026/02259	Bramblecombe Dairy – Erect yard covering and general-purpose agricultural storage building

	This was issued for information only but had been circulated to members. No objections had been raised, and the proposal had been confirmed with no planning permission required on the 18th May 2026.

12.	To review and confirm a Reserves Policy

26.045	This had been a recommendation from the Internal Audit. A copy of a proposed policy had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Taylor proposed it is adopted. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed unanimously. The policy will be posted to the website. 

13.	To receive an update on PlusBus

26.046	 There are currently seven people in Cheselbourne registered for the service. Cllr Taylor has asked Dorset Community Transport how many people are actually using the service. Once this information is received, we will be in a better position to determine whether we should continue to subscribe to it. At that point, a survey could be put on WhatsApp to see if parishioners are aware of the initiative and how many would be likely to use it. 

	It was agreed that it may be helpful if, at some time in the future, a member of Dorset Community Transport council be invited to attend a meeting to answer members’ questions.  

14.	Date of next meeting 

26.047	7th September 2026

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.37hrs

Future meeting dates:

2nd November 2026
4th January 2027
1st March 2027
Tuesday 4th May 2027
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Signed: ………………………………………………………..
