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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th April 2009 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon,  D Pennyfather, Borough Cllr M Burgess, 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1773.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Mrs S Mash declared an interest in agenda item 8a)


Minute no. 1780. a).    Cllr D Chesson declared an interest in agenda 8 vii) minute no. 1781 viii).


Cllrs D Lewis and P Lyon declared personal interests in agenda item 8f) minute no. 1780 f)


and the Chairman declared an interest in agenda item 8vi) minute no. 1781. vii)

1774.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1775.
Apologies and reason for absence:  None

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1776.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th March 2009:   Cllr Lewis asked for it to be noted that his interest in agenda item 8 had turned out to be non prejudicial, however, the Chairman pointed out that the minutes stated 'maybe prejudicial' so should stand as they are.  Confirmed and signed as a  correct record

1777.
Matters Arising from meeting held on 10th March 2009:  See Clerk's Report 

1778.
Planning Applications:  All applications had been circulated to Cllrs before the meeting.


09/00297/AS  Wishfield 55 The Street – Erection of a first floor extension and a two storey front


extension.  Cllrs had heard from the applicant during the public session and e-mails from consulted neighbours had been circulated beforehand.  After a vote it was agreed by 4 votes to 3 to Support this application.


09/00316/AS  17 Coombe Lands – First floor extension over existing garage and extension to existing sun room.  Cllrs agreed to Support this application.


09/00300/AS  Hill House (formerly Spurban House) – Erection of a single storey extension to kitchen and erection of replacement garage including attached oil storage and link wall to new extension.  Erection of a first floor extension to the north and west elevation includes erection of chimney and remodelling of front right side elevation.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to Support this application.

1779.   To consider an increase in Cemetery fees and charges:  A 10% increase was agreed to come into effect immediately.  Fees and charges become:- 


Interments – of the body or cremated remains of a person whose age at the time of death exceeded 12 years - £55


Exclusive Right of Burial – for a period not exceeding one hundred years in an earthen grave 9 feet by 4 feet - £275 and for cremated Human Remains in an earthen grave 2 feet by 2 feet £110


Monuments etc – a flat stone or tablet not exceeding 6ft 6ins by 3ft. (18ins by 18ins in Cremated Remains section) £83, a kerb stone or border stones enclosing a space not exceeding 6ft 6ins by 3ft £110 and any monument not exceeding 4ft in height and occupying a space not exceeding 2ft by 1ft 6in £83.  Additional inscriptions £33

1780.
Correspondence:


At this point Cllr Mash left the meeting


a)   Outlook on Oxney – request for donation – after a short discussion a donation of £750 was agreed.


Cllr Mash returned to the meeting


b)  Local Works – Sustainable Communities Act – It was agreed to ask KCC for their views as they were not supporting it.
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c)  KCC – Highway Maintenance Priorities – 2009/10. After a full discussion it was agreed to ask for the following to be considered.  Footways, especially The Street, replace bollard at the top of Swan Street, Resurface Ham Green corner and higher quality of pot hole filling.


d)  KCC – Highways winter gritting – It was agreed to request that The Street be considered for future gritting.


e)  RWE npower renewables – Little Cheyne Court Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund – Agreed to ask for recreational equipment for the youth.


f)  Andrew Deackes – re replacing basket ball hoop on Coronation Field.  - Agreed that this was a good idea.  The British Basket Ball Association could be approached as it was thought that they may give these out.  Agreed to visit this again in June.


g)  KCC – Home energy reports – No action.


h)  Diocese of Canterbury – Wittersham Cemetery – Still requesting documents showing conveyance of land to the Council, planning permission granted for the use as a Burial Ground and a professionally drawn up plan.  Suggested Kent Archives for minutes and check with Land Registry.


i)  KALC – Annual Subscription.  £352.47 + VAT of £52.87 = £405.34. Parish News @ £10 and LCR @ £13.50, the latter obtained through Headley Bros. Agreed .


j)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Presentation on Community Owned Shops 22/4/09. Not interested at this stage.


k)  KCC – Commons Act 2006 Common Land/Village Green Seminar 14/5/09.  No action.


For noting

l)  Ashford's Future Co. Ltd – Photographic Competition  

m) ABC – Your chance to promote your club or group for free – put forward for inclusion in Outlook on Oxney

o)  Burlite Ltd – War Memorial Cleaning – confirmation of method used

p)  KCC – Kent Health Watch – Promotional document

Previously Circulated

q)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Rural News No. 89     r)  Ashford Rural Trust Minutes of 5/2/09     s) KALC Minutes 4/2/09     t) ABC, Planning Dept – Notification of ways in which Planning Applications & Decisions will be notified to Parish Councils from 1/4/10.     u)  ABC Planning Dept – Notification on how planning appeals are dealt with from 1/4/09     v)  ABC – Ashford Town Centre – Area Action Plan     w)  Kent Police – Minutes of Parish Forum 23/2/09     x)  Kent County Playing Fields Assn. Spring issue     y)  KALC minutes of 25/3/09     z)  Kent Primary Care Agency – Rurality of area     aa) KCC – Clean Kent Campaign     bb)  ABC 

Minutes of Parish Forum Meeting 28/1/09

1781.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during March £100.  Authorised


ii)
HMRC – Paye Mth 12 £29.40  Authorised


iii)
Sussex Association of Local Councils – Legal & Finance Day £60 + VAT £9  Authorised


iv)
Reimburse Adrian Cooper for Web Hosting & SLA £44.98+ £6.75 VAT  Authorised


v)
Wittersham Village Hall – Hire of Club Room £60

At this point the Chairman left the meeting


vii)
Reimburse Chairman for cost of refreshments at Rural Business Partnership Gathering on 
17th December 2008  £135.50   Authorised 

The Chairman returned and Cllr Chesson left the meeting


viii)
Reimburse Cllr Chesson for glass for Forge Meads Notice Board  £20  Authorised

Cllr. Chesson returned


ix)
Robert Pudan Inv 27 for grass cutting etc.  £345  Authorised 

1782.
Working Party Reports:


a)   Finance 



 i)   Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.                                                                                                          
ii)   End of Year Statement and Receipts and Payments Account – Clerk went through the
   
      end of Year Statement and asked that both the Statement and R  & P Account be 
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      looked at  before the next meeting so any questions may be answered before 
  
  
      ratification         


b)  Planning 


      Considered since previous meeting



09/00188/AS  EDF Energy Networks Plc – Re-conductor the existing low voltage 
overhead line running north of 21 The Street and east toward Stocksway                Support


      Decisions received from ABC



08/01704/AS  Acton Farm – Renewal of temporary planning permission



06/01407/AS for continued use of existing poly tunnel structure as hanger for



two micro light aircraft                                                                                              Granted



09/00188/AS  EDF Energy Networks Plc – Re-conductor the existing low voltage



overhead line running north of 21 The Street and east toward Stocksway               Granted



09/00110/AS  Palstre Court Oast – Erection of detached three car garage/log



store building                                                                                                             Granted


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Keep chasing Jacobs with regard to second interactive speed 
sign.


d)
Open Spaces –  Contrary to report at last month's meeting noted that there is still a heap of 
ash on the bonfire site.  Roses have been planted and the litter bins put up.  One has been 
mounted on the old notice board post.  Robert Pudan will cut back the Viburnam in early 
summer and will liaise with Cllr Lyon as to required height.  He will take the ivy out of 
the Triangle but wishes us to note that heathers could come out with it.  Agreed that new 
heathers should be planted in due course.


e)
Cemetery –  Ad to be placed in Wealden Advertiser for tenders for digging out the turning 
circle, putting in a layer of type one roadstone and compact.  Finish to be in 10mm pea 
shingle. Take down metal fencing and put up at the top of the Ghyll.  Put the gate into 

metal fencing down the footpath at the side.

1783.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather reported that quotes were being obtained for additional storage facilities and Sure Start were commencing shortly.


ii)  KALC 25th March 2009.  Cllr Lewis reported that the main items under discussion were doing away with the hard copy planning applications from ABC which no Council was happy with and the Local Service Agreement.

1784. 
KALC – Parish News No. 338:  Clerk referred Cllrs to the article on Health and Safety Policy with regard to a Clerk.  After a short discussion it was agreed that in this instance it wasn't necessary.

1785. 
Date of  next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  to be advised

1786.
Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  20th April 2009, 7.30pm in the Village Hall Club Room

1787.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   12th May 2009

1788.
Items for Information:  


1)  Letter received from ABC re Litter & Dog Bin Provision 09/10. No new bins will be provided 
but existing ones will continue to be maintained and emptied.


2)  KCC Notification that a Community Warden has been appointed for Appledore, Stone and 


Wittersham and will be available for duty as of May 09.  Her name is Karen Peck.


3)  Trees in the Village Competition – Agreed to enter this year.


4)  The Chairman had met our new PCSO and had invited him to meetings.

At this point the public were asked to leave the meeting before agenda item 16 to consider increase in Clerk's Pay Scale from April 2009 and backdated pay award was discussed.

The meeting closed at 21.44hrs

