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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th May 2009 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Pennyfather, P Lyon, D Chesson, Borough Cllr. Mick Burgess, 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

The Chairman informed the meeting that agenda items 15 & 16 (Planning Applications & the request for a donation to Wittersham Fete) would be moved forward to come after the Public Session.

1790.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Mash declared an interest in agenda item 19. Minute 
no 1808.

1791.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1792.
Apologies and reason for absence:  None

1793. 
To elect a Chairman:  Cllr Lyon proposed Cllr Rivers, seconded by Cllr Mayer.  As there were no further nominations Cllr Rivers was duly elected.

1794.
To elect a Vice-Chairman:  Cllr Lyon proposed Cllr Lewis, seconded by Cllr Mayer.  There were no further nominations.  After a vote with 5 for and 1 abstention  Cllr Lewis was duly elected.

The meeting was adjourned for the public session

1795.
Planning Applications:  Both applications had been circulated to members before the meeting.


09/00431/AS  Pondacre, 28A Poplar Road (Smitings) – Alterations and extension to existing detached outbuilding to form new two bed dwelling house with detached double garage.


Cllrs had listened to neighbours comments during the Public Session and after a short discussion agreed to Support this application asking that an assessment of the trees along the eastern boundary be carried out before any work commences should the application be granted.


09/00390/AS  3 Forge Meads – Two storey extension to rear.  Once again Cllrs had heard neighbours comments during the Public Session and after a short discussion agreed by a vote of 6 to 1 to Support this application.

1796.
To decide upon Wittersham Fete Committee's request for donation:  After a short discussion, when Cllr Mash had hoped that more information had been made available, Cllr Mayer proposed a donation of £250 which Cllr Lewis seconded. The majority of Cllrs agreed to this.  To be noted that it is given on the understanding that there will be no cost to the Council for the table it will have at the Fete.

1797.
To elect members to Working Parties:


a)  Finance – Chairman, Cllr Lewis and Clerk


b)  Open Spaces – Cllr Lyon


c)  Highways – Cllrs Mayer & Lewis


d)  Footpaths – Cllr Chesson 


e)  Cemetery –  Cllr Chesson 

1798.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings – Cllrs Rivers & Lewis

1799.
To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum – Cllr Lyon

1800.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather

1801.
To elect 1 representative to the Parish Forum – Cllr Rivers
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1802.
To elect 1 representative  to the Tenterden Improved Group – Cllr Rivers 

1803.
To elect 1 representative to Tenterden Day Centre – Cllr Mash

1804.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th April 2009:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1805.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report – To note that the health and safety aspect of the unfilled trenches on the land by Woodland View should be taken further with ABC.

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1806.
To consider tenders received for digging out Cemetery turning circle and infilling, moving metal fencing and respositioning gate:  5 enquires had been made but only two quotes had been received apart from the original from Ray Pilcher.  The other quotes were far in excess of the amount set aside for this work so Cllr Lyon proposed that Ray Pilcher's quote be accepted, all agreed.  Digging out turning circle etc £1525, Take down metal fencing and put it up at the top of the slope £325, put a gate into fencing down the footpath side £100 and to dig out tree stumps £480.

1807.
To consider future planting in the Triangle:  After a short discussion it was agreed to ask Robert Pudan to continue to scrub out the ivy etc with a view to planting new heathers in due course.

1808.   To consider presentation of Parish Council report in Outlook on Oxney:  After a full discussion it was agreed that at the end of meetings a list of the key issues discussed should be agreed upon and these would then be written for inclusion in the next issue of the magazine.  Cllr Mash would be happy to put this forward.  To note that it should not be subject to editorial editing.

1809.
To consider reconnecting the water supply to the Village Green in The Street:  Cllr Lewis  proposed that a survey be carried out to find out what was needed and if the cost was reasonable that the Parish Council consider reconnecting it.  The survey would be privately funded.  Cllrs agreed.  Cllrs also agreed that there should be a small container for the hose and tap should this be actioned.

1810.
To consider the future of the Old Gaol:  Cllr Pennyfather asked how it could be used for the benefit of the Village.  It was understood that the owner, John Mallet, would be happy for it to be used at a peppercorn rent.  Clerk to write to ask if this could be discussed when he was next in the village.

1811.
To ratify End of Year Statement & Budget and Receipts & Payments Account:  Ratified & signed

1812.
Annual Return:


i)  Statement of Accounts approved and signed by Clerk & Chairman


ii) Annual Governance Statement completed & signed by Clerk & Chairman

1813.
Correspondence:


a)  Came & Co. Insurance Renewal of £590.57.  Agreed.


b)  KCC – Electronic Communication on Public Path Orders and Definitive Map Modifications Orders.  Agreed that this was acceptable.


For noting only:


c)  Kent Highway Services, Speed Limit Review meeting 15th May 2009 at Tenterden Town Hall – Chairman & Clerk to attend.
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d)  Kent Highway Services Parish Portal


e)  ABC – Notice of Election for the County Council Elections and European Parliamentary Election 4th June 2009 – Placed in Notice Boards.


f)  E-mail from Hilary Pettifer with update on her work on the Village Green.


g)  English Rural Housing Association asking for help in advertising affordable homes for local people in the village of Stone.


Circulated prior to the meeting:

h)  Oast to Coast     i) KALC Parish News 339     j) Southern Water's Business Plan 2010-15

1814.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for April £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 1  £69  Authorised

iii)       Bernard Brown – Cutting brambles on Coronation Field £92  Authorised

iv)
Robert Pudan – Invoice 1 Grass Cutting etc. £260.00 Authorised

1815.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.


b)
Planning – Nothing further

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – Noted that vegetation is growing onto the footway between the 
Old Gaol and Homestead. Clerk to contact John Mallet. Problems with Footpaths AT77 & 
77A.  Clerk to contact KCC.

d)
Open Spaces – Phil Willcocks (Tree Warden) had reported that the tree by the new bench 
was probably of more value than the viburnum.  Cllr Lyon informed the meeting that 
clearing back and keeping back the brambles on Coronation Field was ongoing.  Clerk 
to ask Phil Willcocks to take a look at the trees at the bottom of Coronation Field by the 
pond.

e)
Cemetery – Clerk to ask Dave Fletcher what he intends doing with the heap in the middle 
of the cleared area at the bottom of the Cemetery.  It will have to be removed when stumps 
are removed.

1816.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather reported that Sure Start is due to commence in the middle of May and the car park should be completed by the end of May.


ii) Parish Forum 15th April 2009 - Chairman gave a brief report.  The main subject discussed was the Planning Applications via e-mail issue.  Martin Vink was asked to go back to the Executive for rethink.


iii) Police Parish Forum – Cllr Lyon reported on the meeting held on 15th April 2009.  There were three main issues, speeding, vandalism and parking.  

1817.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised

1818.
Date of Next Full Council Meeting:  9th June 2009

1819.
Items for information:


i)  Parish Desk will be held at the Midsummer Fete on 20th June, to be manned by Councillors.


ii) Cllr Lewis informed the meeting that he had met our new Community Warden, Karen Peck


iii) Cllr Lewis reported that he had looked into grant funding for a basketball net and that if this was obtained KCC might match fund.

The meeting closed at 22.05hrs

Items for inclusion in the report to Outlook on Oxney

Interactive Lights finally connected and working

Donation to Fete Committee

Commissioning work on Cemetery 


Uses for the Old Gaol

Ideas for planting in the Triangle


Who's on what Committee etc.

