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NONINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council - Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at 19:00
Present: Cllr Louisa Jarred (Chair), Cllr Clare Delf, Cllr Tanja Gangar and Cllr Julia Plumptre 
Apologies: Cllr Roger Williams, Cllr Jane Vurley and Cllr Bridget Porter
21 Members of the Public (including Barnabus), Cllr Maria Mamjan, Cllr Charles Woodgate and Mr Gerry Worthy (Clerk).
1. Apologies and approval of absences: Cllr Jarred welcomed everyone present and thanked them for attending the meeting. 
Apology for absence from Cllr Williams, Cllr Vurley and Cllr Porter.
Cllr Jarred further disclosed that Cllr Williams had resigned with immediate effect and thanked him for all his contributions and efforts to The Parish Council and community. Cllr Jarred highlighted that 2 vacancies now existed on the PC for those interested as a result; Andrew Duncan offered his services which will follow the official process.

2. Declarations of interest: None

3. Minutes of previous meetings: 
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 1st July 2026 were approved as true a record, proposed by Cllr Plumptre, seconded by Cllr Delf and signed by the Chairperson.

4. Review of Previous Action Points:  
Bypassed at this meeting due to no current updates due to recess over summer, update for next meeting

5. Public Forum: 
Members of the Public in attendance were afforded the opportunity to ask a question or make a statement.
· Vicarage lane visibility is poor due to hedges/grass being overgrown. Grass has been cut
· Charmaine asked whether the “Residents Booklet” is still valid and Cllr Delf mentioned contents require validation prior to posting on the community website
· Clerk raised on behalf of Janet Willis
· Flower bed at Hill View rise about current state and plans for tidying – volunteer had fallen through and looking for new volunteer(s); PC voted for a one off tidy through Gavin AP 2026/09_01: Instruct tidy of flowerbed
· How to notify those residents who cannot attend the PC meetings, have mobility issues preventing venturing out of their homes or have no access to technology – this created a lot of discussion and all in attendance asked to think how we can circulate the information effectively. AP 2026/09_02: To effectively communicate disseminate information with the Nonington community
· Barry highlighted Sunday 6th September at Staple Village Hall they will be celebrating their Centenary and holding a short service in the Remembrance garden followed by a Hog Roast at 12:30 Staple Village Hall. Advise Barry of numbers prior to event.
· Butchers Lane bridleway has now all been cleared.


6. Finance:
July and August 2026 balance sheet was shared with the audience, proposed by Cllr Delf and 2nd by Cllr Plumptre and signed off by Cllr Jarred.
7. Planning
· Southdown Cottage G2*, the neighbour (Tore Cottage) is proposing a 5 foot high fence and electric gate that will impact the street scene and not be in keeping affecting the feel and visibility of the village. The application has not yet landed. Cllr Jarred received a copy of the images for reference and will investigate further.

8. Highways and Footpaths
· HIP has been put through and Cllr Jarred will chase progress and update.

9. Playground, Field and Pond
· ROSPA inspection has been concluded this month and raised no additional points.
· Playground resurfacing – Proposed Extra-Ordinary meeting for the council to meet and discuss a plan to completely overhaul the playground and leisure facilities and to seek lottery funding and other grants that are available to futureproof the facilities.
· Play furniture – Is not so costly to replace or introduce it is the labour for the installation that is more costly.
· National Lottery Community Grant – it appears that Nonington is eligible. Cllr Jarred propose a meeting at the end of September and Cllr Jarred is encouraging parents and grandparents and their children for ideas as to what would be desirable. AP 2026/09_03: Organise meeting with children and their parents to shape leisure facilities within Nonington
· Cllr Jarred has tried to contact the Parks and Recreation officer at DDC but couldn’t find the point of contact (POC).  This was then directed to Cllr Mamjan and Cllr Woodgate (in attendance) who offered Emma Jane Allen as the POC.

10.  Councillor Reports 
· Cllr Porter had nothing to report due to recess and no updates and will report in October.
· Cllr Mamjan raised the issue about #92 bus service being abruptly halted in October and offered a digital survey to gauge usage and concerns from residents as an argument for the service to continue. All are encouraged to complete survey to strengthen argument.


11.  Emergency and Contingency Planning
Cllr Delf is organising a visit to Aylesham fire station to organise co-ordination and to create a plan in light of recent events such as wild fires so that Nonington can be organised and prepared. The visit is scheduled for later in September.


12.  Items for discussion not on the agenda
· Cllr Jarred (Chair) formally welcomes our new candidate for Parish Council; Cllr Tanja Gangar.
· Telephone box –
· Making safe the electrics
· Painting with identified paint kit
· Old Court Hill – High Lees Farm, wishes to put a Caravan Park within a £Certificated Location” (CL) for up to 5 caravans without planning. Additionally its been discovered music and bar being run and no visibility of license being applied for or obtained. The approach to the site are narrow and would be problematic to cater for this traffic. Cllr Woodgate expressed concern and mentioned a visit by Callum Cataqueno DDC Enforcement Officer would be a good start and also to liaise with Aylesham Parish Council where the farm sits. Cllr Jarred will reach out to Aylesham PC. AP 2026/09_4
· Litter Picking – Cllr Gangar proposing additional litter picking campaigns to the annual one conducted in March as there is significant litter in Nightingale Lane AP 2026/09_5: PC to discuss additional ones.

13. Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 7th October 2026 at 7pm in Nonington Village Hall

There being no further business, the meeting was closed to the public at 20:05
                                                        
Please note these Minutes remain as draft until they are approved by the Parish Council at their next meeting on Wednesday 7th October 2026.
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