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The meeting of Egerton Parish Council was held on Tuesday 3 March 2026 7pm Committee Room, Millennium Hall, Egerton

Present
Cllrs: Peter Rawlinson, Jeff Hopkins, Simon Palmer, Pat Parr, Claire Foinette, John Harper, and Richard Wall. Clerk Sonia Young. The meeting was chaired by Vice-Chair Rawlinson in the absence of Chair Cllr Lawton.
Three members of the public were present. 
1) Apologies
Cllrs Lawton and Stone. Borough Cllr Kayleigh Brunger-Randall. 
2) 2.1 Declarations of Interest
Cllrs Parr, Palmer, Harper: neighbours to the Orchard Nurseries site proposed for development. Cllr Parr neighbour to one site put forward for consideration for the Ashford Borough Council Local Plan 2042.
Vice-chair Rawlinson: planning application PA/2026/0129. Owner of adjacent land.
3) 3.1 Minutes of the Previous Meeting – 3 February 2026
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings.
Proposed: Cllr Parr. Seconded: Cllr Hopkins. All in agreement. Cllr Palmer abstained as not present at the February meeting. 
4) 4.1 Matters Arising from 3 February 2026 (not covered by the agenda below)
4.1.1 Update on the proposed timeline for PO van visits to replace the pop-up Post Office. Cllr Harper said Headcorn PO had responded to a letter from an Egerton resident asking for a permanent PO at the village stores by advising that there was no provision for a permanent counter at this time. There is no further update re when a van will replace the pop-up PO currently operating Tuesdays 10am  to 12 noon and Fridays 2-4pm at the Computer Centre. 
4.1.2 Millennium Hall sound system
Cllr Harper said the sound system upgrade was complete.
4.1.3 Update on the sponsorship of village planters.
One more sponsor is being sought. No other update currently.
4.1.4 Aggregate to improve surfacing at the footpaths gate to the football field
Cllr Palmer will provide Vice-Chair Rawlinson with aggregate to make good the surface. 
4.1.5 Southern Water (SW)- treatment works Phases 1 and 2
No update from SW. The Clerk has written to them. The Clerk will chase for a response. 
4.1.6 Requested tree work on cricket bank
A site visit with a contractor will be organised. 
Action: Vice-Chair Rawlinson.
4.1.7 Clean up behind village hall
The Clerk has organised for this to be done. 
5) Chair to close the meeting for public discussion
Meeting closed at 19.13.
Meeting re-opened at 19.17.

Decision Items
6) 6.1 Planning and Development
Planning applications submitted to Ashford Borough Council this month for Egerton Parish Council to consider, details of which may be accessed online at: http://www.ashford.gov.uk/onlineplanning/.
6.1.1
	Case
Reference:
	PA/2026/0129

	Location
	Barhams Mill Farm, Barhams Mill Lane TN27 9BU

	Proposal
	Proposed change of use to residential, erection of a two-storey rear extension, single-storey covered porch extension to north-west elevation, single-storey extension and chimney to the south-east elevation, creation of a first-floor balcony to the south-west elevation, and changes to existing fenestration, following the demolition of a redundant milking barn and conservatory.


EPC view: EPC notes that all appropriate and required reports and documents have been submitted. The development will not be viewed from the road and EPC also understands the wish of the owner to change the outlook and fenestration of the property away from the recently approved natural burial ground. EPC notes that the change of use applies to only one small part of the old agricultural farm building abutting the main farmhouse and not to the other detached agricultural buildings on the site. 
Proposed: Comment only.
Proposed: Cllr Wall. Seconded: Chair Cllr Harper. All in agreement. Cllr Rawlinson abstained.
6.2 Other Egerton Planning and development updates
No updates.
7) 7.1 Financial Report
7.1.1 Unbudgeted invoices over £1,000 to be approved for March payment
None.
7.2 Approval of the EPC Asset Register 2025-2026
The Asset Register 2025-2026 was circulated in advance of the meeting.
It was proposed to approve the Asset Register 2025-2026 as circulated. 
Proposed: Vice-Chair Rawlinson. Seconded: Cllr Wall. All in agreement.
Action: Clerk to post the updated document to the EPC website.

Information Items
8) 8.1 Correspondence
        No items for discussion. 
9) 9.1 Footpaths
Cllr Parr circulated report number 189 to all Cllrs in advance of the meeting. See Appendix (i)
The gate to Mundy Bois Woods has been stolen. The landowner has bought a new gate and will fit it shortly with secure bolts. It was agreed that EPC should fit its gates with similar bolts to prevent theft. 
Action: EPC to write to the landowner to thank them for their prompt action.
Cllr Parr said the re-routing of the closed footpath to the rear of St James Churchyard was being dealt with by KCC as the proposed new route will require landowner permission.
10) 10.1 Highways Report
10.1.1 HiP – update on the proposed 20mph speed limit for the village centre
Cllr Harper confirmed that he has asked KCC to add Egerton Primary School’s request to extend the double yellow lines on Rock Hill Road as far as the New Rd junction to the EPC HiP but was advised that it would not be looked at until mid-March when the new East Kent Highways officer takes up their position in the HiP team.
Vice-Chair Cllr Rawlinson will circulate the proposed survey of residents’ views on the proposed introduction of a 20mph speed limit in the centre of the village to all Cllrs for comment. Cllrs to feed their comments to Cllr Rawlinson and he will circulate a final document for approval at the April meeting. The survey will go out to residents in the May issue of Egerton Update. 
Cllr Harper said an update meeting will take place to review the outcome of the safety measures at Mundy Bois junction with Greenhill Lane when the new highways officer is in position.
A resident has complained that the verge between the access route to the cricket pavilion/ sewage treatment works is so overgrown that it cannot be walked on and is obscuring the 30mph sign. Cllr Stone has reported this to KCC as they own the land, but KCC have replied that it is not a priority.
Cllrs Parr and Rawlinson offered to look at the extent of the overgrowth to see if they might be able to cut it back.
Action: Cllrs Parr and Rawlinson.
Cllr Harper said KCC had repaired a few potholes but many more remained. 
Cllr Rawlinson said that he would report the flooding on lower Rock Hill Road to KCC, with photos, and outline the impact the uncleared drains were having on this stretch of road. He said residents were increasingly concerned about their properties being flooded and the danger to road users. He and Cllr Palmer put out bollards to show what drains were blocked ready for the day of the promised drain clearance by KCC,  the contractor did not show up.
11) 11.1 Update on the website merger of the EPC and village sites
A meeting was held on 17 February. The costs for Hugo Fox to create a new wireframe will be £199 + VAT. The Games Barn management Committee, the Clerk and Village Hall Management Committee, have booked a remote session to review the suitability and capabilities of a proposed on-line booking system for both facilities. The Working Group has approved navigation for the new site. 
12) 12.1 Policy Approval
Cllrs requested more time to read the updated documents as circulated prior to the meeting by the Clerk: EPC statement of Internal Control; EPC Standing Orders and EPC Financial Controls. They will make comments/ approve each document via email to the Clerk. All decisions will be ratified at the April meeting. 
13)  13.1 Annual Parish Assembly
The Clerk said it was proposed to follow the format of the 2025 event, with presentations and an opportunity for residents to meet Egerton Clubs and Societies. Cllrs agreed.
Action: The Clerk to invite Egerton clubs and societies to attend and contact proposed presenters. The Clerk will create signage and work with Cllr Rawlinson to put the signs out around the village to encourage attendance. 
14) 14.1 Additional Items 
14.1.1 Welcome packs
Cllr Parr has delivered two packs. 


The meeting closed at 20.52pm
Members of the public and Cllrs Harper, Palmer and Parr left the meeting.
15) Closed session
A closed session was held to approve the minutes of the closed session held at the 3 February meeting to discuss additional commercially confidential matters pertaining to the development of housing suitable for older people on the site known as Orchard Nurseries. 
The minutes were read by The Clerk, and the minutes were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings.
Proposed: Cllr Foinette. Seconded: Cllr Wall. All in agreement. 
A Closed Session was held to discuss additional commercially confidential matters pertaining to the development of housing suitable for older people on the site known as Orchard Nurseries. 
A confidential minute of the 4 March Closed Session will be read and approved in a Closed Session at the April meeting. 


Next meeting: Tuesday14 April 2026


Appendix (i)
Report No. 189 of the Egerton footpaths representative for March 2026 Meeting

6	Outstanding Issues remain from the January 2026 report.
3	Closed Items
1	New Issues
The outstanding items below are listed with the KCC Reference, the date reported, the footpath number, the location, the difficulty experienced and the status of action.



1. PROW230732955. 28/07/23. AW96. Barhams Mill Road, before Frasers, on the right-hand side from Egerton village end. Broken stile at the entrance to the footpath from the road. Status: a metal gate has been installed – KCC informed. 
2. PROW21126930 (09/11/21) and 241298717 (03/12/24) Part of AW87 to the west of the church. Further subsidence at the edges of the rubber matting placed there in 2021. Because of the danger it has been reported to KCC. Status: Still in Progress. 
UPDATE 25/2/2025: Residents have not actually taken down the taped closure of this short section of path but are using the path anyway and have filled the two large holes with stones under the rubber matting as they want it to be reopened. Cllr Parr will contact KCC again and try to get some action on this problem.
UPDATE 11/3/2025: KCC replied that they will put up some sterner signage/warning tape and some posts. It’s not a cliff edge so a metal barrier is not needed. The big issue is that a licence from Natural England is needed to work on the path as the badger and sett are protected. Natural England has indicated they will give a licence to complete works, but work cannot be done until July due to the breeding season!
UPDATE 20/ 5/2025: KCC have advised that they have been working on this one and decided a raised wooden board walk with a handrail over the top is the best way forwards and a
design is currently being looked at. It’s not straightforward as permission from Natural England is needed for a licence. This has been agreed in principle, but an ecologist may be needed on site to assess whether the badgers need to be permanently or temporarily evicted which will cost ££££££. KCC do not foresee that it will be sorted in July, but are working hard to get it sorted
UPDATE 24/7/25: New Temporary Closure Order received for this footpath up to January 2026 or until completion of the works, whichever is the earlier. The church side of the path was checked by Cllr Parr on 23 July, and the new Order is there, but the tape across has been removed by people determined to still use it. KCC have been asked to do work to block access at both ends, for health and safety reasons.
UPDATE 6/8/25: Reply from KCC Footpaths Officer Denis Fogle: “We had a contractor out to
look at it recently, quoted over £15K for a new boardwalk, which I am trying to find
somehow”
UPDATE 9/1/26: KCC investigated all options to try to retain the existing damaged section of AW87 but must either divert the path or extinguish it altogether.  The PC was asked to speak to the landowner of one of the two options for permission to divert the dangerous section of footpath.  The Chairman agreed to discuss this and report back to the PC.
UPDATE 9/2/26: KCC have submitted a Works Order to block off the path to the contractor and they have been asked to give it high priority so they hope it will be done soon.
UPDATE 4/3/26:  KCC contacted to inform them barriers not yet in place but tape still intact. They have been asked for confirmation that their request to leave it to them to find contact details for the owner of the potential diversion does not mean that KCC plan to just extinguish the path without efforts to find an alternative. KCC replied that they are still trying to get a diversion route, they have sent a formal letter.
3. PROW250339948. 11/03/25. 
AW68 Rockhill Road, opposite Buss’s Farm Shop. Broken stile. Status: Still Awaiting Allocation.
4. PROW250549477. 20/5/25. 
AW73 Newland Green Lane. Rambler reports that “the landowner of the land on which AW73 runs over has put up rope fencing surrounding and blocking the footpath. The footpath runs up the east side of Acorn Woods to the west of Newlands Green. The landowner has previously been abusive to walkers using the path.” Status: Allocated. Awaiting inspection. 
5. NO PROW KCC NUMBER.  11/12/25.  
A neighbour near AW76 and AW77 at Mundy Bois Road (opposite Kingsland Lane) reported that both these metal kissing gates had the actual gate part missing, thereby being completely open to the road.  Photos below.  It is assumed that they must have been stolen.  I contacted the landowner of both footpaths as I believed they were kindly provided by him.  The landowner did not know of this and took it upon himself to contact KCC and sort it out.  
UPDATE 23.02.26: Landowner has ordered new gates from KCC, awaiting them to be fitted with anti-theft bolts. 
UPDATE 4/03/26: Job complete. PC to send a thank you to the owner. ITEM CLOSED
6. An application has been submitted to KCC by the British Horse Society requesting that the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way should be modified to upgrade to Bridleway status. A reply by the Parish Council was sent to KCC who have submitted it with their other comments.  (See Report No. 187 for February for full details of the reply.)  Status: No Further Action Required from PC.  ITEM CLOSED.

NEW ISSUE

1. 15/3/26.  AW74 Frith Wood.  A resident has reported destruction of the public footpath by lorries taking out wood. Waiting a reply after asking resident if she they can take some photos of it before it is reported to KCC.



image1.png
aflia

Egerton Parish Council




