Minutes of the Meeting of
West Meon Parish Council held at
West Meon Village Hall on
Tuesday 1 September 2026

Present: Clir H Davies (Chair), Clir S Fowler, Clir T Main, ClIr A Griffith

In Attendance ClIr J Pett (WCC), Clir D Ablitt (WCC) and B Gibson-Ost, Parish Clerk. No members
of the public were present.

Meeting started: 6.30 pm

2609-1 /Apologies for Absence
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Burke and Cllr Silk.

2609-2  |Chair’s Remarks
The Chair reported that the summer period had been particularly busy due to work commitments
and confirmed that she was progressing the remaining outstanding action items.

2609-3 |Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
None declared.

2609-4-1 |Public Session: To Suspend Standing Orders
Standing Orders were suspended to allow for public questions. There were no members of public
present.

2609-4-2 |Public Session: To Resume Standing Orders
CouncilRESOLVED to resume Standing Orders.

2609-5 |Reports from Outside Bodies
District Council: The District Council report was noted with thanks. Cllr Jerry Pett addressed the
meeting: -

e Toremind members that the Winchester Small Grant Scheme is still available (up to
£700), for local not-for-profit and voluntary groups and orgainsations for the
remainder of the year, noting that Warnford Village Hall were recently awarded £500
for their successful ‘pop-up Pub’.

e Woodlands Pond: has been successfully restored and is proving a huge success for
wildlife and local habitats, including a growing population of hedge hogs.

Discussion took place regarding ongoing concerns about speeding and pedestrian safety within
the village, particularly on the A32 and at the pedestrian crossing. Council discussed Hampshire
County Council’s challenging criteria for speed reduction measures and the experience of
neighbouring parishes.

It was suggested that information be gathered from other parish councils regarding their
experience of Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) and Hampshire County Council’s requirements. The
possibility of additional warning signage, including signage relating to the nursery, was also
discussed.

County Council:
Cllr Anne Small was not present, and no report was received.
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2609-6  Minutes of the Previous Meeting
RESOLVED: to approve minutes of the meeting held Tuesday 7" July 2026, as a true and accurate
record and duly signed by the Chair.

2609-7 |Co-Option:
It was noted that no applications had been received for the current Parish Council vacancies. The
council currently has three vacancies.

2609-8 [Clerk’s Report
The Council noted with thanks the Clerk’s report for July and August.

The Clerk reported that four additional hours had been worked in connection with Council
business, including site visits.

RESOLVED: The additional hours were approved.

/Action: Clerk to advise CB Reid of the additional hours.

2609-9  |[FINANCE
2609-9-1 |Bank Reconciliation as of 31 August 2026
As the meeting took place on 1 September, the formal August bank statements had not yet been
issued by Unity Trust Bank. Current balances were therefore evidenced by online banking
records, verified and signed by the Chair (see Appendix A): -

e Deposit Account: £95,123.80

e Current Account: £7,840.02

2609-9-2 [Receipts and Payments

Receipts and payments to 31 August were noted. The Clerk reported that Hampshire County
Council had refunded £1,020.00 relating to.an invoice incorrectly issued to West Meon Parish
Council for legal work attributable to Hambledon Parish Council (Appendix B)

2609-9-3 |Ratification of Payments Made under Delegated Authority
The following payments made during August 2026 under delegated authority were presented for
ratification:
e Dean Tutt Fencing — fencing works at Meonwara: £577.50 (zero-rated VAT).
o Winchester City Council — play inspection and end-of-life assessment: £163.20
(including VAT).

RESOLVED: Council ratified the payments made during August 2026 under delegated authority.

2609-9-4 |Payment Schedule for Authorisation
The Council considered the Payment Authorisation List (Appendix C) including: -

e Hampshire County Council invoice relating to the traffic/speed application. The original
information on the application form was incorrectly stated. Hampshire County Council
subsequently confirmed the amount due as £450.00 (zero VAT rated).

e BDO External Audit: this has not yet been received but expected to be £315 + VAT and
will be circulated to Council by the Clerk.

ACTION: Clerk to circulate BDO invoice.

RESOLVED: Council approved payment of the £450.00 invoice.

RESOLVED: Council approved the payment schedule. The Payment Authorisation List was signed
by the Chair and Clerk.

2609-9-5 [SUPPLIER RE-BRANDING:

NOTED: CB Reid was undergoing a rebranding to Xeinadin. The legal entity CB Reid and bank
details remain unchanged.

July 13, 2026 2 Chair’s Initials.......cccceveeverenennenn.



2609-9-6 |GRANT FUNDING POLICY:
Council considered whether the existing maximum grant of £500 should be capable of being
exceeded in exceptional circumstances.

Council agreed that an exceptional award mechanism would provide useful flexibility while
retaining appropriate controls. Larger applications should be subject to additional requirements
including quotations, evidence of expenditure and post-project reporting.

'The Council discussed:

e retaining £500 as the normal maximum award;

e permitting larger grants by exception;

e anindicative exceptional maximum of £1,500;

e considering such applications as part of the budget-setting process;

e funding no more than 50% of a project, subject to Council discretion;

e requiring appropriate quotations and invoices once the work is complete;
e requiring evidence that the grant had been spent for the approved purpose;
e and requiring a project completion/update report.

RESOLVED: The Grant Policy is to be revised to retain £500 as the normal maximum award while
providing for controlled exceptional grants. The existing application form will remain unchanged.

IACTION: Clerk to revise the Grant Policy and develop a standard process/request for the
additional information required for exceptional applications, for consideration at a future meeting.

2609-9-7 [EXTERNAL AUDIT:
The Clerk reported that BDO had been contacted and was reviewing the Council’s audit

information. No conclusion had yet been received.
NOTED.

IACTION: Clerk to circulate the external auditor’s response when received and report back to
Council.

2609-10 |PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

2609-10-1 FOR CONSIDERATION:

SDNP/26/03111/FUL: Inwoods Brockwood Bramdean Hampshire SO24 OLQ. Proposal: Change
of use of various buildings on site from F1 and C4 use to C2 and B8 use as detailed on drawings
and planning statement.

RESOLVED: No objection, subject to requesting conditions to ensure that:

1. the proposed accommodation remains ancillary to the operation and activities at
Brockwood Park and is'not operated as an independent residential institution;

2. storage areas remain ancillary to the organisation’s activities and are not used for
independent commercial storage/distribution;

3. no external storage containers or similar facilities are introduced without any necessary
planning permission; and

4. any external lighting is controlled to protect the rural character, tranquillity and dark skies
of the National Park.

IACTION: Clerk to submit decision and requested conditions to South Downs National Park
Authority.

2609-10-2 Decisions Made
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Noted.

2609-10-3

Appeals
None.

2609-10-4

Enforcement Cases (circulated)
Noted.

2609-11

HR - Clerk’s Salary / National Pay Award
Council noted that the national local government pay award of 3.3% had been agreed. Further
information regarding its application to salary scales was outstanding from NALC.

IACTION: Clerk to update Council once the relevant NALC salary scale information is issued.

2609-12

COMMUNITY

2609-12-1

Remembrance Sunday
Council considered arrangements for Remembrance Sunday.

Members agreed that the Parish Council should have clear representation at the service and that a
new Parish Council wreath should be purchased. Additional reusable poppy displays for suitable
locations through the village were also supported.

RESOLVED:
e anew Parish Council wreath will be purchased;
e Cllr Fowler will attend the service and represent the. Council;
e suitable reusable Remembrance poppies/signage will be obtained;
e expenditure of up to £300 was authorised under LGA 1972 s.137;

IACTION: Cllr Fowler to investigate suitable wreath and Remembrance displays and circulated to
members.

2609-12-2

Community Liaison Role

Council'considered the proposed role description for councillors acting as liaison contacts with
local organisations. The intention is to provide a clear link between community organisations
and the Parish Council, share relevant information and provide support where appropriate.
Updates will be brought to Council when there is substantive information rather than becoming
a standing agenda item.

o  ClIr Davies (Chair).agreed to act as liaison with the school;
e ClIr Fowler agreed to act as liaison for the Sports Club
RESOLVED: The Community Liaison Role Description was approved.

ACTION: Clerk to circulate the approved Community Liaison role description to councillors,
confirming their allocated organisations.

ACTION: Councillors to contact their allocated community organisations, introduce the liaison
role and agree an appropriate level/frequency of contact. Councillors to report back to the Clerk
where there is an update requiring an agenda item.

2609-12-3

Village Car Park / Commercial Vehicles

The Clerk and Chair reported on a visit to a resident, concerning commercial vehicles parked at the
Village Hall Car Park. The vehicle owner advised that the garage door for which he pays rent had
been unusable since last November and waiting for Winchester City Council to address. The Clerk|
has contacted Winchester City Council regarding both the garage repair and use of the parking
area in front of the garages. A response remains outstanding.
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IACTION: Clerk to follow-up with Winchester City Council.

2609-12-4 Community / Church Liaison

Council considered invitations relating to the church service on 4™ October and the
planning/think-tank session on 10™ October. No councillor present was available for the 4
October service. Cllir Fowler and the Clerk confirmed availability to attend the 10" October
meeting.

IACTION: Clerk to circulate the invitation to Cllr Burke and Cllr Silk to establish whether another
Council representative can attend.

2609-13 |GRANT APPLICATIONS
2609-13-1 Winchester Citizens Advice
Council considered an application for £225.

RESOLVED: To approve a grant of £225 to Winchester Citizens Advice.
2609-13-2 Home-Start Hampshire

Council considered an application for £400, noting that Home-Start was currently supporting at
least one family within West Meon.

RESOLVED: To approve a grant of £400 to Home Start Hampshire.

IACTION: Clerk to process grant payments in Unity Bank.

2609-14 |OPEN SPACES, TREES AND ASSETS

2609-14-1 The Cross - Flint Wall Insurance Claim

Gallagher Insurance has advised that two like-for-like quotations are required before a claim can
be considered for the recent damage to The Cross flint wall.

Members discussed obtaining quotations from contractors experienced in traditional brick, flint
and lime-mortar work. It was also considered sensible to establish whether removal of the Holm
Oak could cause any further disturbance to the wall before repair works proceed.

RESOLVED: The insurance claim/repair work will be put on hold pending removal of the Holm
Oak.

IACTION: Cllr Main.and Cllr Griffith to advise of suitable specialist contractors so that quotations
can be obtained. The scope of work will include a) existing damage and b) recent damage reported
6" July (insurance claim).

2609-14-2 [Holm Oak - Tree Works
The felling date remains subject to confirmation regarding whether works may proceed while the

current appeal is outstanding. Once dates are confirmed, affected residents will be notified in
advance. Residents will be asked to remove vehicles from the area during working hours and,
where necessary, use the Village Hall car park.

IACTION: Clerk to chase Sapling Arboriculture for confirmation regarding whether the tree may be
felled.

IACTION: Resident notification/mail drop to be issued once work dates are confirmed.

2609-14-3 Recreation Ground — Recent Disturbances

Council noted several incidents at the Recreation Ground, including unauthorised
marking/mowing of a football pitch, moving of goals and other equipment, and a small hole dug in
the ground.
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/A reminder had been published asking users to respect Council and Sports Club property.
Some reports of anti-social behaviour had also been received.

RESOLVED: The situation will continue to be monitored.

2609-14-4 Biodiversity — Autumn Bulb Planting

Council received an update on the proposed bulb planting programme. Potential planting
locations include The Cross and suitable banks around the Village Hall area. It was agreed that the
scheme should initially concentrate on areas where planting would have the greatest visual
impact.

IACTION: ClIr Griffith to review the previously agreed plan with ex councillor Hickmore, confirm
priority planting locations and circulate recommendations for the meeting in October.
IACTION: Cllr Fowler and Cllr Main to progress planting of bulbs during October at The Cross.

2609-14-5 Autumn Recreation Ground / Car Park Tidy
Council considered the scope of autumn maintenance with works expected to include:
e car park weeding;
banks and verges not forming part of the autumn biodiversity planting programme;
weeding/treatment within the children’s play area; and
general tidying of Council-maintained areas.

The final scope will be confirmed once the biodiversity planting areas are agreed.
IACTION: Clerk to liaise with the grounds contractor once the biodiversity areas have been
confirmed.

2609-14-6 Pétanque / Boules Project

Council received an update following:
e ameeting with the West Meon Pétanque Club on the original planning application;
e avisit tothe Headley pétanque site;
e asite visit and estimate from FieldForm.

FieldForm had provided an indicative estimate of £27,269.80 plus VAT. Other specialist
contractors approached were presently unable to undertake the work. The principal outstanding
issue is whether planning permissionis required and whether the existing planning
consent/amendment can be utilised.

Council agreed that it was premature to determine funding or commence a tender process until
the planning position and likely contribution from other parties were clearer.

RESOLVED: No further procurement decision will be made at this stage.

IACTION: Clerk to obtain confirmation from the South Downs National Park Authority regarding
planning requirements.

IACTION: Cllr Griffith and Cllr Fowler to discuss with West Meon Pétanque Club regarding its
anticipated contribution/fundraising.

IACTION: Project to return to the next meeting once the planning position is known.

2609-14-7 \Village Hall / Car Park Land Survey

Council considered quotations from Terrain Geomatics £1185 - £1975 (+ VAT) and Vertex Surveys
£240 (desktop exercise) or £850 (Measured Site Survey) plus £40 disbursement (+VAT), for work
to clarify land ownership/boundaries in connection with the historic conveyance, leases and
proposed Village Hall CIO arrangements.
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Members considered that they did not have sufficient technical expertise to determine which
proposed survey would meet the legal requirements.

RESOLVED: No appointment to be made at this stage.

IACTION: Clerk to send the quotations and proposed scopes of work to the Council’s solicitor and
ask which would satisfy the legal requirement before Council appoints a surveyor.

2609-15 | GOVERNANCE - POLICIES

Council considered policies arising from recommendations in the Internal Audit Report:-

e  Council Investment Policy
e Statement of Internal Controls
e Model Publication Scheme

RESOLVED: The Council Investment Policy and Statement of Internal Controls circulated for
approval were adopted.

Consideration of the Model Publication Scheme was deferred to the next meeting to allow
councillors time to review the updated version.

IACTION: Cllrs to review the Model Publication Scheme for consideration at the next meeting.

2609-16  TRAFFIC AND ROAD SAFETY WORKING GROUP
2609-16-1 Hampshire County Council 20mph Policy
Council noted the information received regarding Hampshire County Council’s policy, traffic-data

requirements and evidence required to support future speed-limit proposals.
NOTED.

2609-16-2 Speed Indicator Device

Council considered the information gathered regarding purchase, installation, licensing and
maintenance of a SID. Members agreed that further information was required before a purchase
could be authorised; particularly regarding Hampshire County Council’s requirement to move a
SID between sites and whether a device could instead remain at one approved location but be
periodically switched off.

RESOLVED: No SID purchase will be made at this stage.
IACTION: Clerk to seek clarification from Hampshire County Council regarding operation of a SID
at a single approved location.

\Warning Signs / Nursery.
Council supported pursuing additional warning signage already discussed with Hampshire County
Council and investigating whether appropriate signage could be provided near the village nursery.

RESOLVED: Council agreed to pursue the warning signs and investigate nursery-related road
safety signage.
IAction: Clerk to follow up with Cllr Jerry Pett on point of contact for warning signs.

Parish SID / Speed Management Survey

Council agreed that information should be gathered systematically from other Hampshire parish
councils regarding their experiences of SIDs and Hampshire County Council’s criteria.

/A short questionnaire of approximately six to eight neutral questions will be prepared and
circulated through appropriate parish networks.

RESOLVED: The survey of other parish councils was approved.
IACTION: Cllr Main to prepare a draft set of questions and circulated to councillors for review and
feedback.
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2609-17 |AFFORDABLE HOUSING PAPER
Updated information had been received immediately prior to the meeting. Members considered
that they should have adequate time to review the material before reaching a decision.

RESOLVED: Consideration was deferred to the next Parish Council meeting.

2609-18 |Date of Next Meeting

To provide sufficient time following the Clerk’s leave and to accommodate the budget/quarterly
finance work, Council proposed to move the next meeting back by one week.

RESOLVED: The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 13" October 2026.
IACTION: Clerk to notify the Village Hall, update the website and advise councillors of the revised
date.

The meeting closed at 8.41 pm.
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