     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for Urgent Matters Only
held at 7pm on Tuesday 7th October 2025 at the Village Hall

          Present: Cllr Morley (Vice-Chair), Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)


	25.115
	Member Absences 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Emberson (Chair) and Cllr Wright.
Cllr Betts didn’t attend but had submitted their resignation by email which was received prior to the meeting.


	25.116
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
None declared.


	25.117
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meetings held on 2nd September 2025 were unanimously agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Vice Chair.

	25.118
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks was not in attendance, his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 

District Councillor Nick Hardingham was not in attendance, his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 


	25.119
	Contributions by Members of the Public
· Village sign at the Stonham Barns end: Reported that the post is in need of repair. ACTION: Clerk to email Cllr Hicks requesting repair.
· New 30mph sign at the Stonham Barns end: Not incorporated with the village sign, unlike the western end of the A1120. ACTION: Cllr Morley to take photos for the Clerk to forward to Cllr Hicks.
· No village sign approaching from Debenham: Request to revisit the possibility of installing a sign.


	25.120

25.120.1

25.120.2











25.120.3

	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications – no new applications noted.

Decision Notices
DC/25/03285 | Full Planning Application - Erection of 1no. dwelling | The Ten Bells The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AF – refused

DC/25/03361 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/00124 - Condition 2 (Amended Plans for Plots 4 and 5), Condition 3 (Tree Protection Plan), Condition 4 (Landscaping) and Condition 5 (Boundary Treatment to 3 and 5 Quoits Meadow) | Land To The Rear Of The Leas Quoits Meadow Stonham Aspal Suffolk – part granted/part refused 

DC/25/03387 | Householder Application - Erection of two storey side/link extension and re-rendering of existing cottage (amended design following approval of previous submission DC/23/03603) | Mill Cottage Mill Green Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA – granted 
Other planning matters – none noted.


	25.121

25.121.1









25.121.2


25.121.3

	Finance

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Mullings and Cllr Brooks: 
Clerk salary for September including back pay £271.00
Clerk office expenses for printing £3.58
HMRC P30 £179.60
Debenham Shed notice board repair £80.00
CAS insurance renewal £439.69
SALC 6 months payroll provision £54.00
PKF Littlejohn external audit fee £252.00

2nd Quarter Bank Reconciliation 
The 2nd quarter bank reconciliation was reviewed and signed by Cllr Mullings and Cllr Brooks.

External Audit Report for 2025-26
The external audit report was reviewed and noted.


	25.122

25.122.1

25.122.2



25.122.3



	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People & Place Plan by Cllr Morley – no update.

Recreation Ground by Cllr Betts (absent)
Cllr Brooks reported that the area is in poor condition: missing protective bark and overgrown grass.
ACTION: Clerk to contact MSDC regarding grass cutting and to investigate RoSPA training.

Thermal Imaging Camera by Cllr Brooks
Booked for two weeks (November & January).  Cllr Brooks will attend 1-hour online training. To be advertised on Facebook and the PC website for parishioners interested in using it to assess insulation.


	25.123


	Recreation ground rota and additional support
A parishioner has offered additional support. It was suggested they are offered RoSPA training to help inspect the recreation ground.
ACTION: Cllr Emberson


	25.124
	Update of Mickfield / Stonham Aspal 40mph speed limit
Cllr Hicks was absent therefore to postpone for November’s meeting.  To also discuss a 20mph limit for Mill Green.


	25.125
	Additional noticeboard at Homestead Park (old football ground)
Orbit have suggested installation at the park entrance (old football ground) ACTION: Cllr Emberson to follow up with Orbit.
To was suggested that funding to be sourced from CIL funds.


	25.126
	To discuss and consider submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding:
No applications were submitted for consideration this month.


	25.127
	To note any communications
· Funding provided for the Village Hall floor
· Thermal imagining camera
· No new CIL applications received
· External audit completed


	25.128
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting 
None.


	25.129
	Agreed proposed date of next meeting on 4th November 2025. 


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 7.41pm



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 08/10/25
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