North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held in St Aidan’s
Community Centre, Brunton Park on Wednesday 20 March 2019

Present: Councillor Mears (In the Chair)
               Councillors: Duell, Hay, Loftus, Phillipson, Mears and Robinson. 

In attendance:   I Humphries   - Clerk
                         3 Members of the public
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	Apologies for absence 
apologies for absence were received from councillors Agnew and Cooke. Councillor Mears took the Chair for this meeting in the absence of the Chair and vice-Chair. Apologies for absence were also received from city councillors Allen and Ashby

issues raised by members of the public

· Use of Glyphosate in public spaces
     Members were advised of the danger to humans, animals and wildlife    
     of the use of weed-killer containing glyphosate readily available to buy 
     for domestic use and potentially used in commercial settings. It was 
     suggested that the Parish Council may consider publishing its    
     opposition to the use of the chemical, particularly in public open 
     spaces. Members noted that the product was not used by Robertson 
     in the work the company undertook on the Parish Council’s behalf.

· City representation at Parish Council meetings
The Parish Council was asked to consider providing an opportunity to city councillors to update Parish Council meetings with ward issues following the significant reduction in the number of ward committees being held. Members replied indicating that there was an open invitation to city councillors to attend and advise the Parish council of important issues. Members were of the opinion that to further formalise the relationship would detract from the independence the Parish Council.

· Light pollution
Members were encouraged to oppose light pollution in the area given the negative effect on humans and wildlife; the Race Course floodlights being a prime example.

· Cleaning of Driveways
Members were advised that a group were operating in the area offering to clean driveways. The group had allegedly use a fire hydrant to fill up the water tank in their van. The police had been informed.
· Members noted that residents were concerned at the dog walkers who left dog waste bags hanging in the trees and bushes. Members agreed there was a need for more waste bins but noted the reluctance of the City Council do provide them.

Minutes       
The minutes of the meeting held on 20 February were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising from the previous meeting
· Members noted that the community centre floor work would only be in the main hall an only on 24-25 July.
· An update from the City Transport Engagement Team was provided in respect of the Great North Road scheme.
· It was reported that the Brunswick Recycling Centre would remain open for a while longer. A letter from Mr Doherty to the Parish Council asked that the Parish Council to investigate the potential impact on the community of the possible closure and assure the writer that the Parish Council would unsure the reversal of this possible action.  
· The scholars bus service had been surveyed and students were generally alighting at South Bend. There were no reported issues with parked cars. Councillor Allen (NCC) to meet with the PT Executive to discuss bus services in the area.


Financial Matters
The following payments were approved –          
                                                                              £
· HMRC                                                      80.00
· Clerk (SO)                                              320.00
· Robertson (SO)                                      453.10


Grounds Maintenance Contract
Members noted that the new contract with Robertson, agreed at the previous meeting, would amount to an annual increase of £105 and was for a two year period.

Members thanked councillor Hay for her efforts in respect of the renewed contract and her ongoing dialogue with Robertson regarding their work in the Parish.




Planning Matters
Members considered the following planning applications and commented as recorded. 
	2019/0330/01/DET
	41 Barmoor Drive: Erection of single storey extension with roof lights and new garage door to rear.
	      No objection 

	
2019/0305/01/LDC
	
10 Grenville Drive: Certificate for single storey extension to rear following demolition of existing conservatory.
	
      Noted

	
2019/0263/01/TRE
	
13 Brandling Mews: TPO application
	
      No Objection




2019/0262/01/TRE     11 Beech Close: TPO application.   No Objection
                                    
2019/0235/01/LDC      43 Westwood Road: Certificate      No Objection
                                     for proposed detached garage

2019/0361/01/DET      8 Juniper Close: erection of two      No Objection
                                     storey extension to side and new 
                                     pitched roof to front elevation


Other Issues
· Members noted anti-social behaviour was occurring in the 
Walkworth woods area. Local residents were dealing with the police direct.
·  An elderly lady had fallen when caught in overgrown brambles, Brunton Lane Bridge.
· The waters systems in the Community Centre had been tested and some minor remedial action was required.
· The drains on Brunton Park had mostly been cleaned out but not all.
· Work to the SUDs had been undertaken and fences provided.
· Nitrise Oxide canisters had been found behind the Scout Hut together with beer cans. The scouts had agreed to keep the situation under review.
· The Scouts had also received their litter picking equipment and would be undertaking litter picks around the area.
· The Scouts also had a large Shelter which was available to the community if required.
· Residents had been pleasantly surprised at the modest reduction in the precept.

Date of next meeting
Wednesday 17 April 2019 at 7.00pm.
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