Withington Parish Council
  Minutes
           
Meeting  held on Wednesday 11th November 2015 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Room.

Present: Councillors Phil Heath (Chairman), Lesley Stone, Alan Williams, Helen Thomas and Martin Timmis. Tom Taylor (Parish Clerk), Mathew Mead from Shropshire Council, and 6 members of the public
48/2015: Welcome:

Cllr. Heath welcomed everyone. 
49/2015: Apologies:
Shropshire Councillor John Everall. John and Brenda Scutt.
50/2015: Public Forum:
Alan Stone (Tree warden) said that although the free tree scheme was now closed, trees can still be purchased at reasonable prices through the Shropshire Council website.
The finger post outside the Old Post Office has lost its Rodington finger, which is wood, and has already been replaced. The Clerk to request a metal replacement from Shropshire Council.
Concern expressed about the burglaries in Woodlands Close. Details of a vehicle have been passed to police, and a police presence noted. People were advised to keep vigilant, and it was suggested that mobile phones could be used to photograph any suspicious vehicle.

A request has been received from the new owner of Garden Cottage (across the road from the Parish Room) that people do not park opposite his drive, as he has difficulty getting his own vehicle in and out.
The upgrade to the Parish Room kitchen has been deferred until next year.

51/2015: Declaration of Interest:

None.
52/2015: Approval of the Minutes of 2nd September 2015:
Resolved: To accept them as a correct record. They were signed by the Chairman.
53/2015: Planning:
Land north of Sunnyfields – appeal turned down.
Sundorne Estate Broiler units at the Rea farm.

Cllrs. Heath and Stone attended a site visit. Planning application will be submitted by the end of this year. The 2 sheds will house approximately 120,000 birds, with harvesting and mucking out every 50 days, then cleaned/hosed down. The waste water will be disposed of off-site.

The proposed plan shows raised earthworks to the southwest of the buildings to provide noise and visual protection for Upton Magna. The prevailing wind is from the south west and any noise/smells will go towards Withington NOT Upton Magna. We emphasised the need to provide a similar earthworks on the northeast side to protect Withington. 

The intention is to widen 3 existing passing places on the road from the railway/A5 bridge outside Upton Magna to Berwick Wharf to cater for large trucks.  During harvesting a truck will arrive and depart hourly for 24hours. A single contractor will be used, who will be expected to use the correct route.
A visit was also made to a similar installation at Knockin. Only one full time employee, but team required at harvesting. Very low visual impact, little noise, no obvious smell. The clerk to enquire of Knockin and other PCs about complaints of smells particularly at harvesting times.
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54/2015: Finance:
	WITHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FINANCIAL STATEMENT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	As at 9th November, 2015

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Council/P3
	
	Village Green

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Brought Forward from 02/09/2015
	£1,822.56
	
	Brought Forward from 02/09/2015
	£3,329.64

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Receipts
	
	
	
	£0.00
	
	Receipts
	
	
	
	£358.14

	 
	None
	
	£0.00
	 
	
	 
	Friends of the Green
	£228.50
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	Gift Aid
	
	£129.64
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Payments Approved - 02/09/15
	
	£249.50
	
	Payments Approved - 02/09/2015
	
	£116.60

	 
	Room Hire (02/09)
	£12.00
	 
	
	 
	Lawn Mower Insurance
	116.60
	 

	 
	Clerk's Salary
	£170.00
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	HMRC
	
	£42.50
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	Payroll Services
	£25.00
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Payments made since 02/09/15 for approval
	
	Payments made since 02/09/2015 for approval

	 
	SALC
	
	£40.00
	 
	
	 
	Graham Cooper Transport Ltd
	270.00
	 

	 
	Withington PCC (Fireworks)
	£100.00
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Balance Carried Forward to 11/11/2015
	£1,433.06
	
	Balance Carried Forward to 02/09/15
	£3,301.18

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Payments for approval - 11/11/2015
	 
	
	Payments for approval -11/11/2015
	 

	 
	Room Hire (11/11)
	£12.00
	 
	
	 
	None
	
	0.00
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Authorisation to pay the following if within budget amount: 
	
	Authorisation to pay the following if within budget amount: 

	 
	CPRE Membership
	
	 
	
	 
	Fuel for Lawn Mower
	 

	 
	Clerk's Salary & HMRC
	 
	
	 
	Hedge Cutting
	
	 

	 
	Payroll Services
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Approval was given for payment of all the above items.
55/2015: Road Issues:
More foreign HGVs have been turning in the village, being unable to turn right at foot of Sandy Lane. To discuss further with CJ Wildlife, and suggest additional signs at Hunkington crossroads (turn right) and ‘leg of mutton’ (turn left)

56/2015: Website:

SALC is arranging a meeting to discuss the transparency code. It was agreed that a sub-committee be set up to 
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decide how to go ahead with the Hugo Fox website. Nick Williams has offered to act as adviser, and to transfer ownership of the domain name to the PC. Grants are available to purchase a computer and other hardware for the Parish.
57/2015: Approval of Standing Orders:
Revised Standing Orders were presented to Council, and adopted unanimously.

58/2015: Local Joint Committee:

No date has been arranged for the next meeting. Cllr. Stone reported that there were discussions about improving broadband, and ‘Future Fit’, and also about possible links with Telford and Wrekin. No applications have been made for the youth budget, but an application including football posts, a bag of balls, corner posts, and bibs is being put together, and Mathew Mead is sending an application form.
59/2015: Replacement of Parish Council Notice Board:

The notice board may need to be temporarily repositioned when work is done on the Hare and Hounds Cottage, but is best where it is. Various enquiries are being made into possible replacements

60/2015: Report from Village Green Committee:

The dust has been delivered and paid for. The mower is being difficult to start, and professional advice is being sought. A request for funding of equipment to the LJC is being put together. The wild trees in the wet area are to be removed. Wayne Thomas is taking over from Phil Heath as chairman.
A request has been received to hold a function on the Village Green on 2nd July 2016. 
Tesco is offering ‘Community Grants’ which might help with sorting out the village green path – to be investigated further.

61/2015: Neighbourhood Watch:

There has been an increased number of burglaries in the vicinity, mostly outhouses, but of 2 houses in Withington. The Safer Neighbourhoods Team is offering crime prevention advice.
62/2015: Correspondence:
None.
63/2015: Reports on Meetings:

Cllr. Heath reported on the SALC AGM – Shropshire Council continuing to move towards a “commissioning” Council - 50% of services already outsourced. Future focus will be upon: Adult social care: Safeguarding children: Rubbish collection: Economic development. £146m removed from budget since 2009, another 377m over next 5 years. Reviewing all Council functions and Enabling communities to become more self sufficient.
SAMDev (Shropshire Allocation and Management of Development) approved by government inspector. Will be approved by Shropshire Council by end of 2015 and will last until 2026. The plan allows for 27500 new homes in Shropshire, last year approved 5000 homes.
64/2015: Forthcoming Meetings:

The next LJC meeting – date not known. 
Withington Village Green Committee – February 2nd 2016
65/2015: Dates of next Parish Council meetings:

January 6th, March 16th, May 11th (AVM and AGM) 2016
Minutes Confirmed as correct

...................................................

Chairman

6th January 2016
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