SWINDON & DISTRICT WOMEN’S BOWLS ASSOCIATION
RULES

LEAGUE AND COMPETITION RULES

League Matches and Competitions are played according to Bowls England Laws. All available rinks or at least two to be offered before start of the Competition.
All league fixtures should normally be completed by the end of August.
The league may be extended to the first seven days in September as extra time to play REARRANGED games only. (Proposition carried in 2013)

1.   Each Club must be affiliated to the Association.
2.   Members may only play for ONE team in the Evening League.
3.   Dress code - please read Dress code rules. 
4.   In the event of inclement weather that rules out further play the following applies;

a.   If an average of twelve ends per rink (twenty-four in total) have been played, the result shall stand at the cessation of play.
b.   If less than five ends per rink (ten in total) have been played, the result shall be null and void and the match replayed on a mutually agreed date.
c.   If less than twenty-four ends but more than ten ends have been played, the result will stand and the match will be resumed on a mutually agreed date. The original team should, as far as possible, be selected.  In this instance, trial ends should be played. (Proposition carried 2005)

5    Fixtures may only be rearranged
 if the green is closed by the groundsman, or the case of severe wet weather when the groundsman is not available, or for the funeral /wake of a Club member (past or present).
Fixtures cannot be rearranged through lack of available players 

6   Clubs with ten or less lady players, affiliated at the start of the season, are allowed to play unlimited triples with the penalty of one quarter of their final score in each triple played. (Proposition carried 
2013.

6a   Clubs with more than16 registered ladies allowed max of 6 Evening games with male players. No more than 2 men (1 each rink) in the  Evening League and to only play  lead or two.		(Proposition carried 2023)

7   Points will be awarded as follows;
 Winning Rink - 2 points
Drawn Rink    -  1 point.
Plus four points for the overall winner - maximum 8 points per match.

8   Score cards to be signed and timed by both home team and opponents, both teams to retain their own score cards until the end of the season in case of queries. Results sheet to be signed by both captains of the day, scanned or a photo and emailed to league officer

9   Evening league games will start at 6.00pm throughout the season (2015) and consist of 18 ends (2022)
 
10  Clubs to offer Tea & Biscuits  at the end of the Evening  League game. (Proposition carried 2023)
AFTERNOON TRIPLES LEAGUE RULES

1   Each Club must be affiliated to the Association.
2   Members may only play for ONE team in the Afternoon League.
3   No afternoon games to be re-arranged (Proposition carried 2022)
4   Dress Code Please refer to page 5.
5    If a match is stopped on account of the weather or any other VALID reason, it shall be resumed with the score as it was when the game stopped. An end started but not completed shall be declared void. The side winning the end before interruption to take the jack. Trial ends allowed if the game is resumed after 24 hours.

One substitute allowed for each triple (if the skip is unavailable the No.2 goes to skip. The substitute to be slotted in as No.1 or No.2)

a)    If an average of nine ends per rink (eighteen in total) have been played the result shall stand at the cessation of play.

b)   If five ends or less ends per rink (ten in total) have been played the result shall be null and void and the match replayed on a mutually agreed date.

c)   If only six ends per rink (twelve in total) have been played, the result shall stand and the match will be resumed on a mutually agreed date.  The original team should, as far as possible be selected. In this instance trial ends should be played. (Proposition carried 2005)

6      Points will be awarded as follows;
Winning Rink  -  2 points
Drawn Rink      -  1 points
Plus two points for the overall winner - maximum 6 points per match.

In the event of one team only being able to play one triple on the day, through unforeseen circumstances, the opponents shall be awarded 4 points and the remaining triple will play for the other 2 points. Only 1 man allowed in Afternoon triples and can only play lead (or two in rinks,) lead only in triples.		(Proposition carried 2023)
6a  Clubs with more than16 registered ladies allowed max of 6 afternoon triples games with male player. and only 1 man allowed in Afternoon triples to play lead only.

If a game is not played during the season, the non-offending team shall be awarded 6 points. If both teams mutually agree not to play the game, no points are awarded, but the match is deemed to have been played.  However, all games that may influence the overall league position shall be played. (2016).

7.    Score cards to be signed and timed by both home team and opponents, both teams to retain their own score cards until the end of the season in case of queries. Results sheet to be signed by both captains of the day, scanned or a photo and emailed to league officer

8     Cold drinks to be available during the game rather than stopping for tea at the end of the game.  (Proposition carried 2001)
Members may play for more than one club in either the evening or afternoon leagues as long as they are a fully paid up member of said club and affiliated to S&D through both clubs.

LEAGUE TABLES

The position of teams with equal points will be decided by shot difference.
COMPETITION RULES

1  Matches should be played by the date stated. In the case of exceptional circumstances, the Competition Secretary has discretion to consider extension.

2   Challenger to offer three dates to opponent, one of which must be a weekend.  Opponent to reply within five days.  If no challenge has been made within ten days of the completion of the round, the opponent becomes the challenger and must offer two dates. County competition dates should not be offered except by mutual agreement
All available rinks or at least two to be offered before start of Competition. 

3   Dress code - please refer to Page 5.

4   Competition markers must be affiliated members of S&DBA. In view of unification, any competent marker, regardless of gender, should be able to mark a Competition. (Proposition carried 2011).  [please advise, out of courtesy, if male marker.
- neither a husband or male partner, or close relative, be permitted to mark games for lady bowlers.

5   Semi-finals to be played on Challenger’s green (i.e. first name on draw sheet. (Proposition carried 2022).

6   Results to be scanned or texted as soon as possible to Competition Secretary. Signed score card to be retained by winner until end of season.
(NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE)

7    Finals Weekend will normally be played on Presidents Green alternate years shared with S&D Men’s B.A.

DOUBLE RINK COMPETITION RULES

This competition is open to all affiliated to this Association.
Only one entry per Club permitted.  This is a knock out competition.  The team must comprise eight Club members who are affiliated to this Association. Players and playing positions may be changed for different rounds.
One rink will play at home and one rink away at the same time.
Each rink will play 18 ends.
All available rinks to be offered but at least two (Bowls England Rules)
The Challenger’s home rink will play an extra end, which will only count if the scores are level after both rinks have played 18 ends.
The scores of both rinks will be added together and the winner will be the Club with the highest number of shots.

The Final shall be played on Finals Weekend arranged by the joint Competition Secretary’s.

DRESS CODE FOR ALL MATCHES 

Evening League - Matches to be played in grey or club colour skirts, culottes, cut-offs, trousers or BE regulation shorts.  Baseball caps/white sunhats may be worn. All team members must play in same colour shirts and bottoms.
 Regulation bowling shoes must be worn.  Sandals at players own risk.
(Bowls England Rules do not allow.) 

Afternoon Triples League - Matches to be played in cream/white skirts, culottes, cut-offs, trousers or BE regulation shorts.. Baseball caps/white sunhats may be worn.  Regulation bowling shoes must be worn.  Sandals at players own risk
Competitions - - Matches to be played in grey skirts or club colours, culottes, cut-offs, trousers or BE regulation shorts up to the Finals. For the final cream/white skirts, culottes, cut-offs, trousers or BE regulation shorts and white or club tops Baseball caps/white sunhats may be worn, Club blazer/fleece.   Regulation bowling shoes must be worn.  Sandals at player’s own risk.(Bowls England Rules do not allow.
.

if male member playing please state name(s) on results slip and
 affiliation fee to be paid to S&D Ladies before playing

The proposition agreed at the AGM 2023 states
"Men be allowed to play in the Ladies Leagues as long as no other
 ladies are able to play"   NOT INSTEAD OF.

Representative Matches 

Cream/white skirts, culottes, cut-offs, trousers or BE regulation shorts.
Cream blazer/green fleece.
White baseball cap /white sunhat may be worn , S&D cravat.
White top, no sleeveless blouses or jumpers.
Stockings/tights optional.
 Regulation bowling shoes. Sandals at players own risk.
No smoking during the game
