BUCKLEBURY HISTORY GROUP
Whilst researching Bucklebury during WWII, our group discovered that there were local ladies who had been involved with Bletchley Park.  Elizabeth Still was one of these ladies.  Her story follows:  

ELIZABETH ELEANOR STILL
16th September 1922 – 26th October 2007
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Elizabeth was born in Berlin, Germany 16th September 1922, daughter of Stephen Kurt Westmann and Marianne Goldschmidt.  She had a brother, Ernest L.T. Westmann born in 1931 in Berlin, Germany.  The family moved to London in 1933 and became Naturalized Britons. 
Stephen Westmann was a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons and, as he was a medical doctor, he was therefore exempt from internment during the war (certificate dated 21.11.39).  He also said he had no desire to be repatriated.  

In 1940 Elizabeth joined the W.A.A.F. and soon discovered that German-speakers were needed in the Y-Service. This was a highly secret arm of the intelligence service whose job was to listen to the pilots of German bomber aircraft and relay their movements to Bletchley Park.

Elizabeth married Robert Still in July 1944 in Kensington, London.  Their engagement was announced in the Times. 
 
“The engagement is announced between Robert Still, M.A., MUS.BAC., only son of the late F.C. Still and of the Hon. Mrs. Still of 77 Campden Hill Court, W.8 and Elizabeth Eleanor Westman, W.A.A.F., elder daughter of Mr. S.K. Westman, M.D., F.R.F.P.S., and Mrs. Westman of 90A Harley Street, W.1.”

Robert Still, 10th June 1910 – 13 January 1971, was educated at Eton College (1923-29) and Trinity College, Oxford where he graduated in History and French and then music.   He then spent two years at the Royal College of Music.  After Oxford he returned to Eton to teach music. He had music published including a 'Lord’s Prayer' which has been sung at St. Mary's Bucklebury. 
He refused a commission in the Second World War and first manned a searchlight in the Cotswolds and then he conducted the Royal Artillery Travelling Orchestra.  

The couple moved to Bucklebury Lodge, Chapel Row, Bucklebury in 1949 and had four daughters.  Robert then devoted himself to composition, working from a studio hut in the garden.  He composed “The Ballad of the Bladebone Inn”, an orchestral overture inspired by the pub close to his home.   He died in 1971.  

The rest of Elizabeth’s story follows in her obituary.  Notice in the Times and Telegraph Newspapers - 

“STILL, Elizabeth (nee Westman), widow of the composer Robert Still, beloved mother of Susan, Anthea, Poppy and Claudia, and Mo to her sons-in-law, ten grandchildren and six great-grandchildren, and cherished partner of Gavin Townend for eight good years, died peacefully in hospital on 26th October 2007 aged 85.  Funeral at West Berkshire Crematorium on 5th November at noon.  Donations in lieu of flowers for the British Heart Foundation or for GLEAM, c/o Camp Hopson Funerals, 90 West Street, Newbury, RG14 1HA.”

Obituary published in the GLEAM (Green Lanes Environmental Action Movement) Newsletter

“Elizabeth Still 1922-2007.   It is with great sadness that we record the death of Elizabeth Still, co-founder and Honorary Executive Secretary of GLEAM, at the age of 85. She died peacefully in the Royal Berkshire Hospital on 26 October 2007, the eve of the GLEAM AGM, nine days after a bad car accident in Reading. 

She was born Elizabeth Westman on 16 September 1922 in Berlin, the daughter of two doctors. The family moved to London as soon as Hitler came to power in 1933, and Elizabeth was sent to a boarding school in Sussex. The family had become naturalised Britons before the war broke out. In 1940, Elizabeth joined the Women's Auxiliary Air Force and soon discovered that German-speakers were needed in the Y-Service. This was a highly secret arm of the intelligence service whose job was to listen to the pilots of German bomber aircraft and relay their movements to Bletchley Park. Two incidents from this time deserve mention. Once, on a foggy night, she “talked down” onto Manston airfield in Kent a lost German pilot, although his controllers on the other side of the Channel were urging him to disregard her instructions. On another occasion on the Norfolk coast, when there were no aircraft flying, she tuned into a German naval frequency and heard, loud and clear, the words “good hunting” in German. She managed to persuade the naval authorities to investigate, and they took out a U-boat lurking in inshore waters. 

In 1944, she met and married the composer Robert Still, who was serving in the army. They moved to Bucklebury in 1949 with their growing family, which consisted eventually of four daughters. There followed peaceful domestic years, but the seeds of Elizabeth's later activities were planted when she volunteered for the Citizens Advice Bureau in Newbury. Later, she was proud to become a Justice of the Peace and sat on the Newbury bench for many years. Elizabeth had always wanted to go to university, and in 1962, having acquired the necessary A-levels by correspondence, she became an undergraduate at Reading, and later started teaching at Reading College. This development was to prove a blessing when her husband died of a sudden heart attack in 1971. Widowed at the age of 48, Elizabeth spent the next years teaching at the college and at the university. 

When Elizabeth retired from teaching, she was appointed to the Council of Reading University, a role which she filled most constructively for many years. Following this, she served for many years on the Executive Committee of the Friends of the University. Also, when she gave up teaching, energetic as ever, she was elected as a County Councillor in the Royal County of Berkshire. She served her parishes for 15 years, more and more convinced of the need to conserve the countryside. By 1994 Elizabeth and a few others had become increasingly aware of the damage being done to rural green lanes by “mud-pluggers” in 4-wheel drive vehicles. This started a campaign to protect the green lanes of Berkshire, in which the then County Council were very supportive. However, they soon realised that if this campaign was to have any real influence, it had to be wider than just Berkshire. So, in 1995 she and a small group of like-minded individuals, some from other parts of England, founded GLEAM, determined to have the laws changed to stop motorised vehicles ruining green lanes for walkers, riders, cyclists and carriage drivers. The movement spread nationally as they recruited members from both Houses of Parliament, as well as hundreds of other individuals and organisations. Assisted by expert Honorary Advisers, GLEAM was very influential in the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. In 2005 GLEAM was instrumental in assembling the Green Lanes Protection Group, a group of 17 like-minded organisations, some large and national, others smaller and more local, which gave the campaign even more clout. This then had immense success with many successful amendments to the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill when it was passing through both Houses of Parliament in 2005-06 

In the middle of all this, Elizabeth also found the time and energy to chair the Berkshire branch of CPRE for four years, although GLEAM always remained her first love and concern. Her energy and determination belied her years. This account of Elizabeth's life cannot end without mention of her wonderful late-life love affair (for this it was) with Professor Emeritus Gavin Townend from Durham. They met on a cruise in 1999 and quickly became a devoted couple, to the delight of their respective families and many friends. Elizabeth will be sorely missed by her huge circle of family and friends, not least by her fellow members of GLEAM. On the afternoon following her death the GLEAM AGM stood for a minute’s silence in her memory”.

I hope you have found this interesting and if you know of any other local folk who have extraordinary stories please get in touch.  

Helen Relf, Bucklebury History Group, grannyrelf@btinternet.com 
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