

IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Remote Ightfield Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom at on 
20th July 2020 


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr D Price; Cllr M Procter
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr P Wynn


32/20
Chairman’s Welcome, Announcements  and Public Session
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:35pm.  The Clerk confirmed that no members of the public had registered interest in joining the Meeting. 

33/20
 Present, apologies or absent 
Councillors present as noted above.  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Heywood Lonsdale and Cllr Roberts.


34/20
To accept the Remote Meeting Protocol for adoption
Cllr Price proposed accepting/adopting the protocol, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. 

35/20 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests or requests for Dispensations 
No declarations or requests were received.

36/20
To approve the minutes of the of the Parish Council Meetings held on 16th March 2020
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Astley proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. The Chairman signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 

37/20
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

No matters were raised. 

Councillors noted the Member for North Shropshire, the Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP’s recent bereavement and asked  Cllr Wynn to convey their condolences. 

38/20 
Reports: Unitary Councillor, Councillors & Clerk

Cllr Wynn gave a report.  Recent Planning Committee meetings have been held remotely which seem to be working well. He gave a very positive update on the Church Farm development’s financial contribution towards the playground upgrade which the Councillors received gratefully. 

39/20
Footpath Steering Group Committee
i) To enable Councillors to update on progress (Cllr M Procter joined at 7:45pm)
Councillors reported that the footpath construction works have commenced.  Good progress is being made to date.  Cllr Price reported that the Estate has requested that sleepers be installed across the gateways and footpath to protect the surface from tractor damage.  AR Richards has agreed to install them whilst they are on site.  Councillors discussed the proposals and expressed concern about the alteration to the agreed scope of works although agreed that the installation of concrete sleepers would be beneficial.  Councillors discussed the need to install the sleepers from the gateways across and counter suggested that installing sleepers across the width of the path itself plus 3 ft either side would be all that was necessary and would also keep costs down.  This addition may mean having to taEke out the PWLB loan in order to cover costs as to do it without might leave finances very tight for the year if the loan was not taken.  Councillors agreed to meet on site to discuss and to defer the decision whether to proceed with the additional works and financial commitment to the Steering Group (as previously resolved at the Meeting held on 16th March 2020).  

40/20
Parish Matters - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: 
a
 Playgrounds:  to enable Councillors to discuss the annual inspection reports; to approve any remedial works required/additional bark purchase/to discuss signage requirements
Councillors discussed the findings of the annual inspection reports. The zip wire platform in Ightfield requires some attention.

The Councillors agreed that the financial commitment from the Church Farm development has come at a good time. Urgent remedial works were discussed and an action plan agreed. Cllr Hitchman to lead the project team which will also comprise Cllrs Astley, Procter and Price.  The zip wire will need to be removed for safety reasons.  The cradle swing seats require changing.  Cllr Hitchman to organise a dump bag of bark to be spread out asap as proposed by Cllr Hitchman, seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. Resolved. 

b
Street lighting – to report any remedial works required
No issues to report.


c
Calverhall and Ightfield playground hedge cutting/ Footpath tree removal approval of quote
A quote for the removal of the holly hedge on the footpath has been received for £320. The work was proposed by Cllr Procter, seconded by Cllr Astley, all agreed. Resolved. 

The playground hedges were proposed for cutting by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. 


d
Playground anti social behaviour reports
A report has been received of anti social behaviour in Calverhall playground with people having been spotted drinking alcohol and making a lot of noise late at night.  Broken glass was found and cleared by the resident who has requested that the playground be closed on Friday and Saturday nights from 8:30pm.  Councillors discussed the matter, expressing sincere thanks to the resident for clearing up the glass and making the area safe.  It was agreed that although this is very undesirable behaviour the Councillors didn’t agree that the playground should be padlocked in the evenings.  The playground is a thoroughfare to the tennis courts.  Councillors agreed to speak to the pub landlord to see if some signage could be put up to remind patrons to be respectful to residents when leaving the pub and not to take glass off site.  Councillors further agreed that some more playground signage would be useful to remind users not to take food and drink in and to respect the neighbours’ residential amenity.  Cllr Hitchman volunteered to be the playground contact for any issues.  Motions proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to contact the resident and the pub and to source new signage. 





41/20
Highways/Environmental Health

a
Matters to report/updates on items previously reported

Cllr Price reported that he had had a site visit with the Highways Dept to discuss the Bletchley Road flooding issues which Highways has agreed to try to resolve.


b
VAS – to propose installing a VAS in Ightfield/apply for a PCC safer roads grant
The Clerk reported that Highways are to inspect the proposed location and report back.  Cllr Hitchman proposed applying for a Police and Crime Commissioner Grant if approval is given, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. Resolved. 

Councillors discussed the recent accident in Calverhall at the junction where the Old Jack is situated.  Damage to the pub was noted. Highways had attended to do a temporary repair to the sign.





42/20
Correspondence
a
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes
Noted. 

b
As received by  the Clerk circulated by email 
A complaint was received about inaccessible footpaths which has been reported to the Outdoor Recreation Team at Shropshire Council.  Cllr Price has contacted the relevant farms through which the paths run.
The Chairman reported that an application had been received to join the Council. This has been acknowledged and the applicant has been asked to attend the next Meeting that is held ‘in person’ to meet the Council and watch proceedings with a view to co-option at the next Meeting thereafter.

43/20
Planning   

· i)
 Applications:  20/02699/FUL  (validated: 10/07/2020)
Address:  Holly Cottage , Burleydam Road, Ightfield, SY13 4BW
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the change of use of land to permit the creation of an all weather riding arena together with 1.6m high post and rail fencing
· Councillors reviewed the application and raised no objections. The Clerk was asked to stipulate for private use only.  Proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. 

ii)
Decisions – 

20/01306/LBC  (validated: 31/03/2020)
Address:  Holy Trinity Church, Calverhall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:   Installation of internal heating boiler and external heating flue through southwest roofline
Decision:  Grant Permission

20/01381/FUL  (validated: 01/04/2020)
Address:  Proposed Parking Area South Of Weston Cottage, Calverhall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Provision of 12No parking spaces, including change of use of land from agricultural
Decision:  Grant Permission

20/00858/LBC  (validated: 09/03/2020)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development South Of The Gables Farm, Calverhall Road, Ightfield, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 9 dwellings with associated garaging, stores and parking, following demolition of existing curtilege buildings affecting a Grade II Listed Building
Decision:  Grant Permission
All noted.
44/20
Housekeeping

i)
Review of and proposal to adopt the following policies and protocols:

Model Publication Scheme; Business Resilience Scheme; Communications Policy; Complaints procedure; Consent form; Coronavirus protocol; Correspondence Privacy Policy; Email acceptable use policy; Grant giving policy; Retention of documents policy; Press/Media relations policy; Standing Orders; Financial Regulations; Privacy notice for staff and Councillors; Privacy notice basic; Privacy notice detailed; Privacy policy; Risk Assessment; Security breach protocol; Shropshire Council Code of Conduct; Strategic Objectives; Subject access policy; 
Cllr Astley proposed accepting/adopting all policies and protocols. The Standing Orders will be reviewed again at the next Meeting with other reviews during  the course of the year, seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. Resolved. 

(Cllr Wynn left the Meeting at 8:47pm.)

45/20
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the 2019-20 and 2020-21 accounts which the Clerk had circulated prior to the Meeting.   

b) 
Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda
Councillors reviewed the payments due as put forward by the Clerk. All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. Resolved.   
The Clerk confirmed that the VAT had been reclaimed to the Year End.  Claims can be made quarterly.

c)
War Memorial – acceptance of the War Memorial refurbishment grant

Cllr Astley confirmed that he had successfully applied for the grant and IPC has been granted an award of £590.  This is 50% of the best quote received to refurbish the Memorial.  If accepted the Parish Council would need to commit to spending £6-800 to complete the works.  Cllr Price proposed accepting the grant  which would give the Council the opportunity to refurbish the Memorial at a ‘reduced’ cost to the Council, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. To review the annual budget. Resolved. 

d)
To receive the Internal Auditor’s report

Councillors confirmed receipt of the Internal Auditor’s report of the 2019-20 accounts, noting the positive findings.  Cllr Hitchman proposed accepting the report, seconded by Cllr Astley, all agreed. 

e)
To approve the year end accounts

Councillors reviewed the audited accounts noting that as expenditure and income falls below £25k the Council is exempt from a formal review by the External Auditor.
Cllr Astley proposed approving the accounts, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)
Completion of the Annual Governance Statement for 2019-20 for the completion of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return

Councillors reviewed the Annual Governance Statement online and answered all questions positively.  The Council is not responsible for  a Trust Fund. Cllr Price proposed that the Clerk/RFO and Chairman sign the statement, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)
Completion of the Exemption Certificate and Accounting Statement for 2019-20 for the completion of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return  
Cllr Price proposed approving the Exemption Certificate and the Accounting Statement for the 2019-20 AGAR, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. 

h)
To ratify payments made during Coronavirus lockdown (approved under the Coronavirus protocol and in line with the approved budget and financial regulations:

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	03/04/20
	Hatchers- PAID
	Legal services in connection with the footpath to inc land registry charges etc
	£1035.00
	100509
	LGA 1972 s111

	23/04/20
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£222.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/04/20
	P Richards- PAID
	Agent fee for works in connection with footpath
	£360.00
	100510
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/04/20
	Scottish Power- PAID
	Supply
	£155.74
	100511
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	
	VOID
	
	
	100512
	

	21/05/20
	SALC - PAID
	Affiliation fee
	£224.57
	100513
	LGA 1972 s143

	21/05/20
	Zurich- PAID
	Insurance
	£607.72
	100514
	LGA 1972 s140

	21/05/20
	HMRC- PAID
	PAYE
	£55.63
	100515
	LGA 1972 s112

	21/05/20
	P Haynes- PAID
	
	£765.32
	100516
	Public health Act 1875, s.164

Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 &10

	21/05/20
	Whitchurch Walkers- PAID
	Affiliation
	£5.00
	100517
	

	26/05/20
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£222.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/06/20
	SALC Affiliation- PAID
	Underpayment of 21/05/20
	£28.94
	100518
	LGA 1972 s143

	07/06/20
	HMRC- PAID
	PAYE June
	£55.63
	100515
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/06/20
	HMRC- PAID
	PAYE July
	£55.63
	100515
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/06/20
	Playsafety- PAID
	 Playground annual inspections
	£177
	100521
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/06/20
	D&B Rudd & Son- PAID
	Grounds maintenance
	£60
	100522
	Public health Act 1875, s.164

Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 &10

	07/06/20
	Shavington Estate- PAID
	S148 application for community link footpath (repayment) – replacement of 100506 to Shropshire Council
	£450.00
	100523
	Town and country planning act 1990

	23/06/20
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£222.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/07/20
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£155.74
	100524
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	18/05/20
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£150.00
	100524
	LGA 1972 s151

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Purpose 
	Amount received
	
	

	24/04/20
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£13,580.92
	
	

	04/05/20
	HMRC VTR
	VAT reclaim
	£2,222.20
	
	

	07/05/20
	Bank
	Interest
	£1.49
	
	

	07/06/20
	Bank
	Interest
	£2.77
	
	

	07/07/20
	Bank 
	Interest
	£0.20
	
	


The Clerk presented payments made during lockdown and payments due for approval.  Councillors agreed to ratify all payments made since March and to make the payments due as listed above. Proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. Resolved. 
The receipts received by the Council were duly noted..

46/20
Items for Next Agenda 
No items were specified. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and expressed the wish that they will be able to resume ‘in person’ meetings in September.  The Meeting was declared closed at 9:10pm.
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